Council Meeting of
June 7, 2011

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council

SUBJECT: Community Development — Adopt RESOLUTION summarily vacating
drainage easement and accept an alternate drainage easement located
north of Moreton Street and east of Crenshaw Boulevard

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Community Development Director that the City Council
adopt a RESOLUTION summarily vacating a drainage easement and accept an alternate
drainage easement located north of Moreton Street and east of Crenshaw Boulevard.

FUNDING
No funding required.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

The Community Development Department has received a request from the owner at
2433 Moreton Street (Lots 12 and 13 of Tract 23327) to vacate an existing 6’ wide public
drainage easement on his property (see Attachment B). The existing easement allows for
an existing, approximately 18" X 12" oval, storm drain pipe to convey storm water from the
property to the north (Lot 1 of Tract 36962 located in the City of Lomita) to the system of
drainage swales along Moreton Street and Dormont Avenue (located in the City of
Torrance). This drainage easement is located under the existing building at this location.
The applicant wants to remove this easement so his tenant can construct indoor swimming
pools inside this building in the vicinity of the easement. A 12’ wide, replacement, City,
drainage easement has been offered to the City (see Attachment E) located outside the
existing building and along the east property line of this property.
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The drainage easement to be vacated was originally granted to Los Angeles County
on Tract Map 23327 (see Attachment D) on October 16, 1957 as this Tract of land was
unincorporated Los Angeles County at that time. This area was then annexed by the City
of Torrance as per Ordinance 955 adopted on March 11, 1958 (see Attachment C). This
action transferred ownership of the drainage easement, to be vacated, to City of Torrance
ownership. The area of the easement to be vacated is 1070 square feet.

The property to the north (located in the City of Lomita), when it was developed into
the existing condominium development in 1985, recorded a private easement agreement
(Instrument #85-445914) over the easterly 6’ of the property at 2433 Moreton Street, for
drainage purposes. Although this project still discharged its drainage to the old city
easement via sump pump, this new easement path was better located to accept their
drainage as it no longer needed to drain under the existing building. The applicant has
recently relocated the outlet of the sump pump that serves the neighboring property to the
north, to the existing private storm drain easement which is located outside the existing
building and along the east property line of 2433 Moreton Street.

This private easement agreement will remain in force and a new 12’ wide City
drainage easement will be accepted over this private easement in the Resolution (see
attached Resolution and Attachment B). The reason for the new City easement is that it
has been the City’s policy to maintain drainage devices on private property that accept
storm water from across property/City boundary lines. The new City easement will take
precedence over the existing private easement agreement.

If this easement vacation request is approved by your Honorable Body, the
applicant will abandon the existing oval drain pipe by filling it with sand/cement slurry. A
concrete swale already exists along the east property line, so no additional work other than
a parkway drain outlet is needed for the new drainage path to function.

Since the proposed drainage easement to be vacated will be replaced with a new
public drainage easement in an alternate location, State law allows for this easement to be
vacated summarily. No construction by the City is required as a result of this action by
your Honorable Body, but the applicant will be required to properly abandon the existing
drain pipe and construct the parkway drain at the outlet of this new drainage swale along
the east property line. Both of these items will be constructed prior to finalization of the
applicant’s building permits for the ongoing building renovation. The Condominium
Association Board for the property to the north is in agreement with this action as is the
Department of Public Works for the City of Torrance and County of Los Angeles. This
action would also simplify maintenance for the City of Torrance Public Works Department
as the drainage course would no longer be under an existing building.



Respectfully submitted,

JEFFERY W. GIBSON
Community Development Director

TED SEMAAN, Manager
Transportation Planning,
Development Engineering &
Records Division
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RESOLUTION 2011-

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE
ORDERING THE SUMMARY VACATION OF A DRAINAGE EASEMENT
AND THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN ALTERNATE DRAINAGE EASEMENT
LOCATED NORTH OF MORETON STREET EAST OF CRENSHAW
BOULEVARD IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE

WHEREAS, the County of Los Angeles was granted a drainage easement on Tract Map
23327 recorded in Book 623, Pages 60 — 62, Inclusive of Maps, in the office of the County
Recorder of Los Angeles County in the State of California further described as follows:

The easterly 6 feet of Lot 13 of said Tract 23327

WHEREAS, the City acquired this easement from Los Angeles County when the City
annexed this area of land as per Ordinance 955 which was approved on March 11, 1958;

WHEREAS, the original purpose of this easement was to provide a drainage course for the
property to the north known as Lot 1 of Tract 36962;

WHEREAS, an alternate drainage easement has been provided in Section 2 of this
Resolution and in Attachment E to serve the property to the north known as Lot 1 of Tract
36962,

WHEREAS, for the purpose of said proposed vacation, the City Council elects to proceed
under the Vacation Provision Division 9, Part 3, Chapter 4, beginning with Section 8330 of
the Streets and Highways Code;

WHEREAS, the City Council finds from the evidence submitted that the drainage
easement first described in this Resolution is unnecessary for present or prospective
public use;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Torrance as
follows:

SECTION 1

That it is hereby found and determined that the drainage easement herein above more
particularly described is unnecessary for present and prospective purposes and the public
interest requires the vacation thereof.



SECTION 2

That the City of Torrance and its assigns, without limitation, does accept an easement over
the easterly 12’ of Lot 12 of said Tract 23327 for the right at any time to construct,
maintain, operate, reconstruct, repair and use for existing and future drainage purposes
and that the City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a certified copy of the
easement shown as Attachment E to be recorded by the Office of the County Recorder of
the County of Los Angeles.

SECTION 3

That the above first described drainage easement is hereby vacated and abandoned and
that, from and after the date this Resolution is recorded, these portions no longer
constitute an easement for drainage purposes.

SECTION 4
That the City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a certified copy of this

Resolution and Attachments A and B to be recorded in the Office of the County Recorder
of the County of Los Angeles.

INTRODUCED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 7™ DAY OF JUNE 2011.

Mayor Frank Scotto

ATTEST:

Sue Herbers, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
JOHN L. FELLOWS lil, City Attorney

By:
Patrick Q. Sullivan, Assistant
City Attorney




! ATTACHMENT A

PROPOSED VACATION OF A DRAINAGE EASEMENT
AND ACCEPTANCE OF AN ALTERNATE DRAINAGE EASEMENT
NORTH OF MORETON STREET AND EAST OF CRENSHAW BLVD
IN THE CITY

|

ARNIER ST.

4

NOT TO SCALE

L [l

a
o IIE
m

CITY OF LOMIT

OUNDARY—_ | —

PRUPOSED
VACATION

V4

N

B

2 [ BOUNDARY
5 CITY OF LOMITA
i
o
(&)

Is

PENNIYI VANTA AV]

M0
-

)

LY BOUNDARY

T
iy

AMSIE

BOUNDARY - CITY OF LOMITA

AIRPIRT

CITY OF TORRANCE - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

APRIL 2011 VICINITY MAP

P:CAD\VMORETONSD2






ATTACHMENT B

PROPOSED VACATION OF A DRAINAGE EASEMENT
AND ACCEPTANCE OF AN ALTERNATE DRAINAGE EASEMENT
NORTH OF MORETON STREET AND EAST OF CRENSHAW BLVD

IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE
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Attachment C

ORDINANCE ‘NO. 955 2-28-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE ANNEXATION

TO THE SAID CITY OF TORRANCE OF CERTAIN UNINHABITED

TERRITORY, DESIGNATED AS "HOWARD INDUSTRIAL ADDITION

TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE", IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE

PROVISIONS OF "ANNEXATION OF UNINHABITED TERRITORY
ACT OF 1939"

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 35305 of the Government Code of the
State of California, the City Council of the City of Torrance, on or
about January 14, 1958, received a written petition requesting annexation,
and which said petition contained a description of the territory sought
to be included in the City, and which said petition was signed by the
owners of not less than one-fourth of the land in the territory by area
and by assessed value as shown on the last equalized assessment roll of
the County of Los Angeles in which said territory is situated; and

WHEREAS, on or about January 14, 1958, the City Council of the
City of Torrance adopted Resolution No. 3388 giving notice of proposed
annexation of certain territory to the City of Torrance pursuant to
Section 35305 of the Government Code of the State of California and
designated said territory proposed to be annexed by the name '"Howard
Industrial Addition to the City of Torrance", and setting a time and
place for the hearing of protests thereon; and

WHEREAS, notice of hearing on said proposed annexation was duly and
regularly published; and

WHEREAS, all notices of said hearing of January 14, 1958, were made
in writing to all persons entitled thereto, in accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 35311 of the Government Code of the State of California;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to said Resolution No. 3388, the 25th day of Febru-
ary, 195€,at the hour of 8:00 o'clock p.m,, in the Council Chamber of the
City Hall in the City of Torrance was designated as the date and place
for hearing on said proposed annexation; and

WHEREAS, at said hearing no protests, either written or oral, were
received or filed.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.

That the annexation to the City of Torrance of the hereinafter
described property is hereby approved, and said property is hereby annexed
to and made a part of said City of Torrance:

"HOWARD INDUSTRIAL ADDITION TO THE CITY OF TORRANCE"

Beginning at the northeasterly corner of Tract No. 23327 in
unincorporated territory in the County of Los Angeles, State
of California, as shown on Map of said Tract, recorded in

Book 623, Pages 60, 61 and 62 of Map Records on file in the
office of the County Recorder of said County; thence S 0°

10" 20" W, 898.21 feet, to the southeasterly corner of said
Tract; thence N. 89° 49' 02" W, alona the southerlv line Af
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said Tract and its westerly prolongation thereot to 1its
intersection with the easterly boundary line of the City
of Torrance as same existed on December 4, 1957; thence
northerly along said easterly boundary line to its inter-
section with the westerly prolongation of the northerly
line of said Tract; thence S 89° 47! 46" E. along said
westerly prolongation and the northerly line of said
Tract to the point of beginning.

SECTION 2.

The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to make, certify
under the seal of the City of Torrance, and transmit to the Secretary
of the State of California a copy of this ordinance as required by
Section 35316 of the Government Code of the State of Californisa,

SECTION 3.

This ordinance shall take effect thirty days after the date of
its adoption, and prior to the expiration of fifteen days from the
passage thereof shall be published at least once in the Torrance
Herald, a semi-weekly newspaper of general circulation, published and
circulated in the City of Torrance.

Introduced and approved this 4th day of March , 19958,
Adopted and passed this 1lth- day of March , 1958,

Mayor of the City of Torrance
ATTEST:

City Clerk of the City of Torrance

STATE OF CALIFORNIA g
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES) ss
CITY OF TORRANCE

I. A. H. BARTLETT, City Clerk of the City of Torrance, California,
DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced and
approved at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 4th

day of March , 1958, and adopted and passed at a regular
meeting of said Council held on the _17tp day of March , 1958,
by the following roll call vote:
AYES: COUNCILMEN:  Benstead, Blount, Drale, Jahn and Isen.
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. %

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: ©None.

City Clerk of the City of Torrance
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5 Attachment D
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OF CRLIFORNIA.
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11 : SHEET 2 OF 3 SHEETS

Tract No. 23327

In Unincorporated Jerritory of the County of Lo Angeles

BENGS A SUBDIVISION OF 4 PORTION OF LOTS 70, 7/, 72 AND 22 OF.

TRACT NO./S RS PER MAP RECORDED /N 800K /2 PAGE /89 OF MAPS IN THE

OFFICE OF TNE COUNTY RECORDER OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES STATE
OF CALIFORNIA.
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