Council Meeting of
July 20, 2010

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: Community Services - Council award of a purchase order to Baker
and Taylor, Inc., of Charlotte, North Carolina, in an amount not to exceed $355,000
as a cooperative purchase with the City of Mission Viejo for the purchase of books,
audio and visual materials for the Torrance Library system

Anticipated expenditure: Not to exceed $355,000
Ref: City of Mission Viejo Contract #A09-13

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council authorize the
award of a purchase order to Baker and Taylor, Inc., of Charlotte, North Carolina, in an
amount not to exceed $355,000 as a cooperative purchase with the City of Mission Viejo,
California (Contract #A09-13) for the purchase of the annual requirement of books, audio
and visual materials for the Torrance Public Library system from July 21, 2010 through
July 20, 2011.

Funding
Funding is available in the Library Division’s operating budget for fiscal year 2010-11.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

The Library Division provides books, audio and video materials, and access to electronic
databases to patrons of the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library and the five branch
libraries. Between 15,000 and 20,000 books, videos, and compact discs are purchased
annually.

As a result of soliciting bids for automated collection development, acquisitions, cataloging
and processing of books and other library materials, the City of Mission Viejo, California,
awarded a contract (#A09-13) to Baker and Taylor, Inc.

The Torrance Public Library has had very positive experience ordering books and audio
materials from Baker and Taylor, Inc. Using the City of Mission Viejo contract enables
access to a sophisticated online ordering system that offers immediate information on
items in stock, a steep discount off cover prices not offered by other vendors, free
shipping, and easy budget and order tracking. In addition, the items can be shipped with
covers, cases, or other enhanced protection (shelf ready) suitable for public library use,
and cataloging information consistent with the Library’s automated system.
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Use of this contract significantly reduces time and personnel costs for the acquisition
process, as the Library does not have to track individual orders from dozens of publishers
directly. The large inventory maintained in Baker and Taylor, Inc., warehouses enables
the Library to receive materials in a timely manner to better serve the public. The not to
exceed amount of $355,000 is based on historical usage.

The Torrance Municipal Code, (Section 22.3.15), (EXCEPTIONS COOPERATIVE
PURCHASES) states;

“a) The provisions of this Article will not apply to purchases made pursuant to any
cooperative governmental purchase program, which purchases will be made in
accordance with such procedures and regulations as shall be established by the City
Manager.

b) For the purposes of this Section, the term cooperative governmental purchase
program means any combination between the City of Torrance and any other public
agency or public agencies for the joint purchase of property or services.”

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN JONES
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

By L Retlh U F e ey
Paula J. Wéiner
City Librarian

CONCUR:

)

LeRoy J. Jaékégn N
City Manager
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