Council Meeting of
June 22, 2010

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:
SUBJECT: Community Services — Approve and adopt a Resolution to apply for

Proposition 84 Grant Funds for the “Looking Into Nature” Project at the Madrona Marsh
Nature Center and Preserve.

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Community Services Director that the City Council approve
and adopt a Resolution to apply for Proposition 84 Grant Funds for the “Looking Into
Nature” Project at the Madrona Marsh Nature Center and Preserve.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

The “Looking Into Nature” project attempts to build on the philosophy of environmental
stewardship by enhancing the interpretive and educational opportunities available at the
Madrona Marsh Preserve and Nature Center. The conceptual plan for the “Looking Into
Nature” Project consists of four amenity upgrades:

e Classroom Renovation—The project intends to bring the native plant garden “Into”
the Nature Center classroom by replacing the current solid wall with one-way
windows and a video and sound system so that we may observe the native plant
garden without disturbing the habitat.

e Nature Center Atrium Improvements--The existing atrium is currently not a usable
space. The project will add mechanized louvers at the roof line and interactive
exhibits reflecting the natural history of the Preserve’s flora and fauna.

e Interior Mural--An interpretative mural and related Tongva exhibit located on the
interior walls of Nature Center will illustrate the natural and cultural history of the
Preserve, including the time of the mastodons, the lives of the local native people,
the Spanish ranchos, oil recovery, and the current efforts to restore the land.

e Viewing Area--the project seeks to build an observation deck on the Preserve to
provide a birds-eye view of an artificial storm water retention basin that has been
successfully enhanced to also serve as a functioning, healthy wetland.

9A



As a draft concept, it is anticipated that the “Looking Into Nature” Project would cost
approximately $710,000 to construct. Due to the economy, the City of Torrance does
not have funding identified for this project, however, the Proposition 84 Nature
Education Facilities grant has been identified as a funding source that could pay for the
entire project. This legislation was approved by the California voters on November 7,
2006, under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River
and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006. The grants are competitive and do not
require a match. There is only one round of funding with applications due on July 1,
2010. The minimum grant request is $25,000 with a maximum of $7,000,000.

The intent of the grant is to fund projects that increase public understanding and
knowledge of California’s resources. In addition, grants can fund facilities and
buildings, exhibit galleries, new exhibits, structures both indoors and outdoors, and
must combine the study of natural science with preservation, demonstration, and
education programs that serve diverse populations, or provide collections and programs
related to the relationship of the Native American cultures to the environment.

The Community Services Director recommends that the City Council approve and adopt

a Resolution for application of Proposition 84 Grant Funds for the “Looking Into Nature”
Project at the Madrona Marsh Nature Center and Preserve.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN JONES
COMMUMITY SERVICES BHRECTOR

Senior Admlnlstratlve An

CONCUR:

John\g:i?
Com ices Director

LeRoy J. Ja(?ﬁgz{n/ T
City Manager

Attachments: A) Resolution to Apply for Proposition 84 Grant Funds



3 ATTACHMENT A

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING THE
APPLICATION FOR NATURE EDUCATION FACILITY
PROGRAM FUNDS SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER
QUALITY AND SUPPLY, FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER
AND COASTAL PROTECTION BOND ACT OF 2006

WHEREAS, the State Department of Parks and Recreation has been delegated the
responsibility by the Legislature of the State of California for the administration of the
Nature Education Facilities Program, setting up necessary procedures governing the
Application; and

WHEREAS, said procedures established by the State Department of Parks and
Recreation require the applicant to certify by resolution the approval of application(s)
before submission of said application(s) to the State; and

WHEREAS, the applicant will enter into a contract with the State of California to
complete the PROJECT;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Torrance City Council hereby:
Approves the filing of an application for the Madrona Marsh Education Facilities
Development Project, and

1. Certifies that said applicant has or will have available, prior to commencement of any
work on the project included in this application, the sufficient funds to complete the
project should this grant be awarded; and

2. Certifies that the applicant has or will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain
the project; and

3. Certifies that the applicant has reviewed, understands, and agrees to the General
Provisions contained in the contract shown in the Grant Administration Guide; and

4. Certifies that this project is consistent with the applicable city or county, or
appropriate planning document, as the case may be; and
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5. Delegates the authority to Torrance City Manager to conduct all negotiations, sign
and submit all documents, including, but not limited to applications, agreements,
amendments, and payment requests, which may be necessary for the completion of
the project; and

6. Agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances, rules,
regulations and guidelines.

INTRODUCED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this day of , 2010.

Mayor Frank Scotto

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST:
JOHN L. FELLOWS I, City Attorney

By:

Patrick Q. Sullivan, Assistant City Attorney ~ Sue Herbers,
City Clerk
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