Council Meeting of

May 11, 2010
Honorable Mayor and Members
of the Torrance City Council
City Hall
Torrance, California
Members of the Council:
SUBJECT: Fire Department — Accept a donation of one thermal imaging camera from the

Torrance Fire Fighters Association.

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Fire Chief that City Council accept a donation of one thermal imaging
camera from the Torrance Fire Fighters Association (TFFA).

Funding
Not applicable.

BACKGROUND/ ANALYSIS

The TFFA received a donation from the Torrance Women'’s Club for the specific purpose of
purchasing a thermal imaging camera. The Women'’s Club organized an extremely successful fundraiser
at the Toyota Museum on March 21st of this year. All proceeds from ticket sales and auction items went
directly to thermal camera fund. While the new cost of the Bullard T1 thermal camera is $18,000; we were
able to purchase a slightly used model for $3000 from an eBay auction. The residual funds will be used to
buy batteries and other camera paraphernaiia. This camera is a handheld unit with a 3.5” screen that
enables firefighters to see heat rather than light. This is a vital tool used to assist in finding unconscious
victims in smoke-filled rooms, pinpoint the sources of fires, and detect structural dangers before they
cause injury and death. TFFA is donating both the camera and the accessories (total cost of $4,000) to the
Torrance Fire Department. With this donation, the Fire Department will have a total of nine thermal
imaging cameras- one on each engine and truck company. In October 7, 2008, City Council approved a
donation of five thermal imaging cameras from TFFA received from an anonymous donor.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM RACOWSCHI
Fire Chief
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ATTACHMENT A

TORRANCE FIREFIGHTERS
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May 3, 2010

Greetings Chief Racowschi,

It is with great pleasure and excitement that | write this letter. The Torrance
Women'’s Club has graciously donated $4000 to the TFFA for the procurement of a
thermal imaging camera. The Women'’s Club hosted an extremely successful
fundraiser at the Toyota Museum on March 18". They provided 100% of the
proceeds from ticket sales and auction items to the TFFA. Due to price, we were
unable to purchase a new Draeger to match our current fleet of thermal imaging
cameras. However, after some research, we were able to find a barely used Bullard
T1 thermal camera for $3000. This camera is nearly identical to the Bullard camera
in service on E96. The residual money, $1000, will be used for various accessories
such as truck mounts, batteries, and maintenance.

The TFFA would like to donate this camera and accessories to the Torrance Fire
Department. Please accept this donation so that we may better serve all citizens of
Torrance.

Sincerely,

Blayne Baker
Trustee, TFFA
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