Council Meeting of
November 17, 2009

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: Community Services — Approve a letter of support for the Los
Angeles County Department of Public Health grant application for the
Tobacco Control and Prevention Program.

Expenditure: N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council approve the
submission of a letter supporting LA County’s efforts to obtain American Recovery and
Reinvestment (ARRA) grant funding for the Department of Public Health Tobacco
Control and Prevention Program.

Funding
Not Applicable.

BACKGROUND

As part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act's $650 million Community
Prevention and Weliness Initiative, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and
Prevention was established a $373 milion Communities Putting Prevention to Work
funding initiative to achieve measurable health outcomes, specifically through the
promotion of physical activity, healthy diet, and tobacco control. On September 17,
2009, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced a federal
funding opportunity for this $373 million initiative.

LA County Department of Health proposes to work with several cities to address
objectives that make up a comprehensive plan with broad reach across all populations
served in Los Angeles County. Included in the proposal are objectives that address
youth access to tobacco products, cigarette consumption, secondhand smoke exposure
in multi-unit housing and outdoor areas, prevention, and a comprehensive cessation
plan. LA County believes that supporting the current application would strengthen the
City of Torrance’s chances of receiving a future ARRA grant award.

If the City moves towards the policy objectives of the Tobacco Control and Prevention
Program, the County would provide the City with resources to help with the campaign,
including access to a community organizer and a policy liaison to garner community
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support and provide decision maker kits to elected officials. In addition, LA County
would fund the cost for park signage and community education materials (up to
$25,000) once a City of Torrance ordinance is passed.

Attachment A is the request for a letter of support from Dr. Jonathan Fielding, County
Health Officer and Director, as well as a template letter for your consideration. As time
is of the essence, LA County would like to receive the City’s response to this invitation
to participate by November 20, 2009 so that it can be included with the ARRA
application. Attachment B is a sample letter provided by the County. The formal letter
of support would be drafted after approval by the City of Torrance City Council.

ANALYSIS

At this time, the City of Torrance has a “No Smoking” Ordinance in place for Torrance
Beach, but there is no ordinance in place for our city parks. Approximately one year
ago, the National Council of Alcoholism and Drug Dependence, South Bay approached
the Parks and Recreation Commission requesting that they support a “No Smoking”
Ordinance within our city parks. The Commission asked this coalition to evaluate the
need for this ordinance and return to them with their findings at a future meeting. Staff
are aware that this coalition has coordinated several volunteer events at our city parks
to collect cigarette butts to demonstrate the need for this type of ordinance in our city
parks. Staff are also aware that the City of Redondo Beach has just recently approved
a “No Smoking” Ordinance in their city parks, and believes that this issue may need to
be addressed in the near future. Supporting this grant will allow staff to take advantage
of the funding that will be available for park signage and education if a “No Smoking”
Ordinance is approved in our city parks.

Respectfully Submitted,

B
Co nityN\§grvices Director

CONCUR:

City Manage

Attachment: A) Letter from LA County Department of Public Health
B) Sample Letter

AO:JJ:tik:adminsves\councilitems\2009\No smoking letter of support



ATTACHMENT A

COUNTY OF LoS ANGELES

Public Health

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Gloria Molina

JONATHAN E. FREEDMAN First District

Chief Deputy Director Mark Ridley-Thomas
Second District

313 North Figueroa Street, Room 806 Zev Yaroslavsky

Los Angeles, California 90012 Third District

TEL (213) 240-8117 « FAX (213) 975-1273 Don Knabe
Fourth District

www.publichealth.lacounty.gov Michael D. Antonovich
Fifth District

November 2, 2009

Dear City Mayor:

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health is in applying for the CDC American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Prevention and Wellness Funding Opportunity Available (FOA). This
funding initiative includes $373 million that will be awarded to 30-40 local jurisdictions across the
country and addresses two focus areas: tobacco control and nutrition/physical activity/obesity prevention.
For the largest jurisdictions (those with a population of over 1 million), the funding awards will be in the
range of $10-20 million over a two-year period.

This FOA represents an extraordinary opportunity to strengthen efforts to prevent chronic illness and to
reduce health inequities in Los Angeles County. The Department proposes to work with several cities to
address several objectives that make up a comprehensive plan with broad reach across all populations
served in Los Angeles County. Included in the proposal are objectives that address youth access, cigarette
consumption, secondhand smoke exposure in multi-unit housing and outdoor areas; prevention, and a
comprehensive cessation plan.

You are receiving this letter because, as a potential applicant for ARRA Prevention and Wellness funds,
we believe that your support of the Department’s application could strengthen your chances of receiving
an ARRA award. This is a great opportunity for your city to take action to reduce the impact of tobacco
use and protect the health of its residents from secondhand smoke. If you have an interest in working on a
policy objective with our Tobacco Control and Prevention Program, we can provide you with resources to
help with the campaign, including access to a community organizer and a policy liaison to garner
community support and provide decision maker kits to elected officials. In addition, we plan to cover
costs for signage and community education (up to $25,000) once an ordinance is passed.

Enclosed is a sample letter of support for your consideration. As time is of the essence, your prompt
response to this invitation to participate is most important. We would like to receive your letter of support
by November 20, 2009 so that it can be included with our application.

Please feel free to contact Linda Aragon, Director, Tobacco Control and Prevention Program, at
laragon@ph.lacounty.gov or (213) 351-7811 if you have any questions or need additional information
about our grant proposal.

Sincerely,
/me o f M

Jonathan E. Fielding, MD, MPH
Director and Health Officer



ATTACHMENT B

City Letterhead
Address
City, State Zip Code

November XX, 2009

Linda Aragon, MPH, Director

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health
Tobacco Control and Prevention Program

3530 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 800

Los Angeles, CA 90010

Dear Ms. Aragon:

It is my pleasure to write in support of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
Tobacco Control and Prevention Program’s (TCPP) grant proposal for the Communities Putting
Prevention to Work initiative on behalf of the city of [Insert city name].

Over the years, the LA County Tobacco Control and Prevention Program has made great strides
to reduce and prevent tobacco use and tobacco-related illnesses and death by encouraging cities
to adopt local tobacco retail license ordinances, working with cities to promote smoke-free
outdoor areas including dining, parks, and beaches, and implementing countywide cessation
initiatives.

[Insert city name] has a proud history of supporting the health and well-being of its residents
through various community health promotion and disease prevention initiatives. [If partnered
with TCPP in the past, articulate how the partnership or TCPP’s work has benefited your
city/residents. Also, if it is applicable, mention whether your city works on chronic disease
prevention work, particularly in tobacco control & prevention].

The LA County Tobacco Control and Prevention Program is an example of an effective
government entity successfully working with other local government and community partners to
development, support, and implement policies and ordinances that reduce the impact of tobacco
use and protect the health of our residents from secondhand smoke.

[Insert city name] is supportive of the LA County Tobacco Control and Prevention Program’s
policy efforts to promote chronic disease prevention and control caused by tobacco use and
exposure. We look forward to partnering with TCPP to develop and implement policy efforts to

decrease smoking prevalence and exposure to secondhand smoke.

Sincerely,

[Insert Signature & Title]



