Council Meeting of
September 15, 2009

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the City Council:
SUBJECT: Council Ad Hoc Naming of Facilities Committee - Adopt a RESOLUTION

naming the gymnasium at Wilson Park the Dee Hardison Sports Center
Expenditure: N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Council Ad Hoc Naming of Facilities Committee that the City Council
adopt a RESOLUTION naming the gymnasium at Wilson Park the “DEE HARDISON
SPORTS CENTER.”

Funding
N/A

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

On June 17, 2008, the City Council adopted Resolution 2008-81 establishing policies and
procedures for naming City-owned land, buildings, and facilities. Per procedural requirement,
an application was filed with the City Clerk for consideration of naming a City facility. On
August 4, 2009, the Committee met to consider an application for naming the gymnasium at
Wilson Park after former Mayor Dee Hardison. The meeting was open to the public.

Dee Hardison is a longtime community activist that has had an enormously positive impact on
the City of Torrance. As former Mayor, Councilwoman, and City Commissioner, she has
participated in many important decisions that have made great improvements in the quality of
life in the City. Under Mayor Hardison’s leadership, some major community projects were
completed including the Wilson Park Sports Center, the Madrona Marsh Nature Center, the
expansion of the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library, and the installation of the Veterans
Memorial. Mayor Hardison has been the recipient of many prestigious awards including PTA
Honorary Service Award, PTA Continuing Service Award, National Recreation and Parks
Association Award, Torrance YWCA Woman of the Year, Torrance Woman of History, and
the California State University Dominguez Hills Distinguished Alumni Award.

Mayor Hardison was affiliated with the Torrance Sister City Association, Torrance Rose Float
Association, Torrance Historical Society, Arts Council of Torrance, Torrance League of
Women Voters, Enrichment Through Employment, and the California Elected Women's
Association for Educational Research.

Dee Hardison was a Special Education teacher with the Torrance Unified School District from
1970 until 1996, her commitment to her students and support of the education process never
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In January 2007, Dee Hardison joined a committee to develop City Council’'s concept for a
“Students and Government Day” to help students gain a better understanding of local government,
and has actively participated in the program for three years running. Dee was honored with
the Jared Sidney Torrance Award in December 2007 for her contributions to the City and her
continued community involvement.

Because of her commitment to excellence in the City of Torrance and the many years
working to improve the quality of life in the City, it is recommended that the gymnasium at
Wilson Park be named after Dee Hardison and called “DEE HARDISON SPORTS CENTER.”

With Council approval, staff will begin planning a dedication for naming the building.

Respectfully submitted,

CITY COUNCIL AD HOC
NAMING OF FACILITIES COMMITTEE

Coupcilmember Gé€né Barnett, Chair
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Couhcilmempé&f Pat I@rey, Member
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Councilmember Bill Sutherland, Member

JS/die
Attachments: A) Resolution
B) Minutes of August 4, 2009 Committee meeting

City Manager’s note:

Anticipated expenditures of approximately
$10,000 or less will be covered by the
operating budget.



3 Attachment A

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE
NAMING THE GYMNASIUM LOCATED AT CHARLES H. WILSON PARK
IN HONOR OF DEE HARDISON

WHEREAS, Dee Hardison has dedicated her life to public service for over twenty-five years,
serving with great distinction as a City of Torrance Commissioner for nine years, Councilwoman for eight
years and, in 1994, was elected to eight honorable years as Mayor; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure on the Torrance City Council, Dee Hardison made significant
contributions to the community including completion of the Wilson Park Sports Center, the Madrona
Marsh Nature Center, expansion of the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library, and the installation of the
Veterans Memorial; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Hardison represented the City in organizations such as the Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), the Steering Committee for South Bay Cities Council of
Governments, South Bay Economic Development Partnership, Harbor UCLA Research and Education
Institute, and also served on the Advisory Boards of the Small Business Development Center, the
Torrance Cultural Arts Center Foundation, and the Torrance Education Foundation; and

WHEREAS, in addition to her civic leadership, Dee Hardison was a Special Education teacher
with the Torrance Unified School District from 1970 until 1996, her commitment to her students and
support of the education process never wavering. In January 2007, she joined a committee to develop
Council’'s concept for a “Students and Government Day” to help students gain a better understanding of
local government; and

WHEREAS, Dee Hardison has been the recipient of many prestigious awards including PTA
Honorary Service Award, PTA Continuing Service Award, National Recreation and Parks Association
Award, Torrance YWCA Woman of the Year, Torrance Woman of History, the California State University
Dominguez Hilis Distinguished Alumni Award, and the Jared Sidney Torrance Award; and

WHEREAS, Dee Hardison continues to be actively involved in educational and community
events. Her commitment and accomplishments for the City of Torrance has brought a high standard
and quality of life that has made a lasting impact and will be enjoyed for generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE DOES HEREBY RESOLVE to name the gymnasium located at Charles H. Wilson Park,
2200 Crenshaw Boulevard, the “Dee Hardison Sports Center” in honor of former Mayor Dee Hardison for
her dedication and many contributions to the City of Torrance and to the community at large.

Introduced, approved and adopted this 15" day of September 2009.

Mayor Frank Scotto

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
JOHN FELLOWS llI, City Attorney ATTEST:

by

Ronald T. Pohl, Assistant City Attorney Sue Herbers, City Clerk






Attachment B

CITY COUNCIL AD HOC NAMING OF FACILITIES COMMITTEE
Torrance City Hall
City Manager’s Assembly Room
August 4, 2009
4:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Committee Members: Councilman Gene Barnett, Chair
Councilman Pat Furey
Councilman Bill Sutherland

Staff: LeRoy J. Jackson, City Manager
Jay Scharfman, Sr. Management Associate
John Fellows, City Attorney
Sheryl Ballew, General Service Director
Jeff Gibson, Community Development Director
John Jones, Acting Community Services Director

Subject: REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR NAMING CITY FACILITIES
I. Welcome and Introductions Chairman Barnett
II. Facility Naming Web Page Jay Scharfman

a. Demonstration of City web page for facility naming
1. Must keep information current for web page to be usetul
b. Previously named facilities
¢. Unnamed facilities
d. Application for facility naming available to complete and submit electronically
(PDF form)

Pat Mooney: Can we include links back and forth between facility names/histories and
the facility pages for current operations?

Scharfman: Yes; however, the site will require more maintenance.

Pat Mooney: Can URL be renamed with a description instead of a number so that the
page is more easily recognizable and accessible?

Scharfman: Yes. The current name is generated by Red Dot web design program.

Council Ad Hoc Naming of Facilities Committee
Minutes of August 4, 2009



III. Discussion Committee Members

Application for Facility Naming

Application to name gymnasium at Wilson Park in honor of former Mayor Dee Hardison
has been received by the City Clerk’s office and reviewed by Mayor Scotto.

Barnett: Suggested that Sur La Brea Park would be a more fitting tribute, but former
Mayor Hardison preferred not to change name of the park.

Sutherland: Will there be a cost and have we accounted for the necessary expenditure?
Scharfman: Yes, staff will bring information to Council at their request.

Barnett: Should place a plaque and/or some other monument describing Council’s
attribution to the building’s namesake.

Pat Mooney: Establish baseline standard of naming and monument features accorded
to facilities upon naming.

Furey: Had same conversation with former Mayor Hardison as did Chair Barnett re:
Sur La Brea Park.
> Updated List of City Facilities Available for Naming
Pat Mooney: re: facilities available, will list be available to the public and should
some of the facilities be excluded from name changes so that public will not be
confused and ease of locating facilities will not be impaired?
Jackson, Scharfman, Barnett: List of facilities could be removed from web page.

Sutherland: How will the public know what facilities are available to name?

» Updated List of Facilities Previously Named

IV. Public Comment
V. Committee Questions/Discussion

Should two baselines be established: one for naming in honor of individuals and one for
corporate naming?

Sutherland: Would be too confining, incompatible with differences between facilities,
and create too much bureaucracy.

Council Ad Hoc Naming of Facilities Committee
Minutes of August 4, 2009



V1. Direction from Committee

MOTION: Councilman Furey moved to recommend Council approve application to
name the gymnasium at Wilson Park in honor of former Mayor Dee Hardison. The
motion was seconded by Councilman Sutherland and passed unanimously.

Sutherland: Will dates be set up with former Mayor Hardison for Council action?

Scharfman: Council [tem will be created to accommodate necessary considerations.

VII. Adjournment

Council Ad Hoc Naming of Facilities Committee
Minutes of August 4, 2009



