Council Meeting of
July 14, 2009

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: City Manager — Approve designation of Cooling Stations in event of
heat emergency advisory. Expenditure: Not to exceed $5,000.00

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approves designation of
“Cooling Stations” to provide the public relief in the event of a heat emergency advisory.

Funding
Funding is available from the City Manager's General Fund Operating Budget.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

In 2008, the City of Torrance in partnership with Southern California Edison (SCE)
designated two “Cooling Stations” in the City to provide relief to the public in the event
of a heat emergency advisory. The locations are:

Bartlett Center

1318 Cravens Avenue

Torrance, CA 90501

Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday thru Saturday
12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday

Total Capacity: Approximately 175 persons

Katy Geissert Main Library
3301 Torrance Boulevard
Torrance, CA 90503
Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Friday
10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday
Total Capacity: Approximately 175 persons
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The Cooling Stations provide an air-conditioned environment with the availability of
water, access to food for purchase, and entertainment such as televisions and books.

When the National Weather Service declares a “Heat Emergency Advisory,” the County
Cooling Stations are opened. City of Torrance Emergency Services staff are notified of
this status via the state Emergency Digital Information Service (EDIS) system. A Heat
Emergency Advisory is typically declared when temperatures and/or heat index remain
at an elevated level for an extended period of time.

The Southern California Edison’s Cooling Station program, which is similar to the
County’s and designates facilities as “essential customers” to be served by power
distribution circuits that are normally exempt from rotating outages. SCE may institute
rotating outages when power reserves fall below 1.5 percent or when extreme heat
conditions exist. Although rotating outages have not occurred in our area for the last
couple of years, when outages do occur, they last for about an hour for each power grid.
Grid designations can be found on customer utility bills. SCE will provide information to
the public and the City regarding contact phone numbers, business hours and
Emergency Services for after hours when rotating outages are imminent or in effect.

Costs incurred for operating the Cooling Stations will be dependent on such factors as
staff overtime involved and any additional custodial services that might be needed to
extend the operating hours of the facilities as well as supporting the increase in usage.

Last year, the City of Torrance did not open Cooling Stations at either location. The
Cooling Centers are listed on the LA County Lists of Cooling Stations. Staff proposes
that the City of Torrance continue to participate in the Southern California Edison’s
Cooling Station program. This is a two year agreement in partnership with Southern
California Edison’s Cooling Station program. Next year a new agreement will be
required.

Respectfully submitted,

LeROY J. JACKSON
CITY MANAGER

Management Associate
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