Council Meeting of
April 25, 2006

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: Approval of Resolution Endorsing Proposition 81 on the
June 2006 Ballot

RECOMMENDATION

A recommendation of the Community Services Director that the City Council
approve a Resolution endorsing Proposition 81 on the June 2006 Ballot.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

Proposition 14, the library bond measure approved by the voters in 2000,
provided $350 million and funded 45 library construction and renovation projects in
California, however left 56 eligible projects unfunded, most notably the new North
Torrance Library and Community Services Center.

The California State Legislature and the Governor have approved the California
Reading and Literacy Improvement and Public Library Construction and Renovation
Bond Act of 2006, authorizing $600 million in State bond grants on a 65% State/35%
local match basis, with first priority (up to $300 million) going to projects eligible for
Proposition 14 grants but left unfunded. This measure will appear on the June 6, 2006
statewide ballot as Proposition 81.

If Proposition 81 is approved by California voters, it is hoped that the new North
Torrance Library and Community Services Center, a project previously submitted to the
California State Library, will be approved for funding and subsequently come to fruition.

It should be noted that the Council’'s Ad Hoc Legislative Committee and the
Council as a whole previously approved support for the 2000 library construction bond
measure, Proposition 14. As Proposition 81 is somewhat of an extension of the original
legislation with many of the original projects being held for completion, it was felt the
attached Resolution for Proposition 81 could be brought forward directly for the
Council’'s consideration.
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The Community Services Director recommends that the City Council join the over
100 local governments, city and community groups, school districts and school boards,
and business organizations that have formally endorsed Proposition 8

Respectfully submitted,

GENE BARNETT B
COMMUNITY SERVICES'DIRECTOR
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Paula J. Weinér
City Librarian
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Gene Barnett, Community Services Director

Attachment: Resolution



RESOLUTION NO. 2006-__

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE ENDORSING PROPOSITION 81 ON THE JUNE 2006
BALLOT

WHEREAS, a viable statewide system of public libraries is essential to support children and
families and serve the general public in all local communities; and

WHEREAS, community public libraries are a vital partner in providing quality education for
children and ensuring lifelong learning opportunities for all citizens; and

WHEREAS, the public interest is served by providing adequate resources to properly fund
public library facilities and services; and

WHEREAS, local libraries throughout California need additional funding for the construction
of new libraries, and for the expansion and renovation of existing library facilities to better serve
their communities; and

WHEREAS, a California State Library survey identified over 500 local library building
projects needed statewide; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 14, the library bond measure approved by the voters in 2000,
provided $350 million and funded 45 library construction and renovation projects, but left another
56 eligible projects unfunded, including a project to build a new North Torrance Library and
Community Services Center; and

WHEREAS, the California State Legislature and the Governor have approved the California
Reading and Literacy Improvement and Public Library Construction and Renovation Bond Act of
2006, authorizing $600 million in State bond fund grants on a 65% State — 35% local match basis,
with first priority (up to $300 million) going to projects eligible for Proposition 14 grants but left
unfunded; and

WHEREAS, this measure will appear on the June 6, 2006 statewide ballot as
Proposition 81, and, if approved by the voters, will provide significant funding to address
California’s public library construction needs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Torrance,
California, does hereby endorse Proposition 81 on the June 2006 ballot and encourages voters in
the City to vote in favor of this measure.

Introduced, approved and adopted this 25th day of April, 2006.

Mayor Dan Walker

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST:
JOHN FELLOWS Ill, City Attorney
by
Ronald T. Pohl, Assistant City Attorney Sue Herbers, CMC

City Clerk






