FOR COUNCIL MEETING

May 12, 2009

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: Community Services — Recognize Jackie La Bouff, Dale Ann Sato
and Merla Wilson as recipients of a 2009 Older Americans Award.

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Commission on Aging and the Community Services Director
that City Council recognize Jackie La Bouff, Dale Ann Sato and Merla Wilson as
recipients of a 2009 Older Americans Award and present them with appropriately
inscribed plaques.

Funding
Not applicable.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

For over 30 years the City of Torrance’s Commission on Aging has annually
recommended from one to six senior citizens for recognition by City Council for their
outstanding service to the community.

As part of this year's Older Americans Month, at their meeting of March 10, 2009, the
Commission chose Jackie La Bouff, Dale Ann Sato and Merla Wilson to be
recommended for recognition and to receive an Older Americans Award plaque for
2009. The Commission also selected Merla Wilson to be honored by the County of Los
Angeles at its 44" Annual Older Americans Recognition Day Ceremony on May 21,
2009. Attachment A is an excerpt from the March 10 Commission meeting minutes.

Service performed by each of the recommended honorees is as follows:

- Jackie La Bouff, a Torrance resident since 1961, has a long and distinguished
record of volunteer service within the community. Among her list of affiliations, Mrs.
La Bouff was a Girl Scout leader for six years; volunteered in her children’s
classrooms for over 11 years; and served for 48 years as a volunteer at St.
Catherine Laboure Catholic Church where she taught music classes, cleaned the
church, was an active member of the Altar Society, and cooked and served meails
for special occasions. In addition, Mrs. La Bouff was a member of the City of
Torrance Human Resources Commission from 1991 to 1999 and has been a
longtime member of Torrance Unified School District's Student Attendance Review
Board which works to help students and parents stay out of the Juvenile Court
system.
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- Dale Ann Sato is a third generation Japanese American who has lived in Torrance
since 1998. A retired oral historian and former university English teacher in Japan,
Ms. Sato is presently dedicating her time and effort to researching and documenting
the history of the South Bay Issei-Nisei and sharing this history through various
community events. She is the author of the book, Japanese Americans of the South
Bay, recently released by Arcadia Publishing as part of their “Images of America”
series on local history. Ms. Sato is also the founder of the Japanese American
Historical Mapping Project which received a 2004 California Civil Liberties Public
Education grant.

- Merla Wilson, a 55 year resident of Torrance, has provided extensive volunteer
service throughout the years, most notably at Torrance Memorial Medical Center
and St. Lawrence Martyr Catholic Church. Mrs. Wilson has been an active volunteer
in the Escort Department at Torrance Memorial, where she has performed a myriad
of duties including the answering of phones, transportation of patients to and from
their rooms, record filing, and miscellaneous tasks, logging in over 2400 hours of
service. Mrs. Wilson has also assisted with tree decorating for the hospital's annual
Holiday Festival for the past ten years. In addition, for the past 20 years, Mrs.
Wilson has been a key volunteer in the Food Pantry at St. Lawrence Martyr Church,
which supplies less fortunate families with groceries. She has also spent countless
hours assisting those in need by taking them to doctors’ appointments as well as
shopping and other errands.

Jackie La Bouff, Dale Ann Sato, and Merla Wilson are all most deserving of special
recognition for their contributions to the community.

Respecitfully submitted,
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ATTACHMENT A

EXCERPT OF MINUTES M Minutes Approved

O Minutes Subject to Approval

MARCH 10, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF
THE COMMISSION ON AGING

8.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Craft at 9:35 a.m.

ROLL CALL

Present: Callen, Cardella, Draper, Kimmel-Dagostino, Kramer, Thomas,
Craft

Staff: Wand

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH RECOGNITION

Mrs. Wand announced that Torrance City Council recognition of the Older
Americans Award recipients would likely take place on May 5. The event
sponsored by the LA County 4™ Supervisorial District is scheduled for May 21.

Jackie LaBouff (nominated by Commissioner Thomas), Dale Ann Sato (nominated
by Commissioner Kimmel-Dagostino), and Merla Wilson (nominated by
Commissioner Callen) were discussed as candidates for this year's Older
Americans Awards.

MOTION: Commissioner Thomas moved, Commissioner Kramer seconded to

select Jackie LaBouf, Dale Ann Sato, and Merla Wilson for Torrance City Council
recognition. The motion carried unanimously.

MOTION: Commissioner Kramer moved, Commissioner Kimmel-Dagostino

seconded to select Merla Wilson for LA County recognition. The motion carried
unanimously.




