Council Meeting of
March 3, 2009

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:
SUBJECT: City Manager — Adopt a Resolution for Medical Facilities Service Fee.

Expenditure: None

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the City Manager, Fire Chief and Finance Director that a
Resolution be adopted to change the billing procedures for paramedic responses to
certain medical facilities.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

In May, 1991 the City Council adopted Resolution 91-74, which included the
implementation of a Medical Facilities Service Fee. This established a per call
paramedic charge to “any medical facility where skilled medical personnel are
customarily employed, and are present, such as doctors’ offices, urgent care medical
facilities, hospitals, and convalescent or nursing homes”. In October, 1995, the billing
for the paramedic response to medical facilities was further clarified with the adoption of
Resolution 95-94 which stated that, “said fee shall be charged to the medical office or
medical facility to which the paramedics responded.”

The intent of the fee was primarily intended to reduce the numbers of such calls in order
to assure that the Fire Department’s paramedic resources had maximum availability for
emergency response to life-threatening situations in the community at large.

Under the current Resolution, individual doctors practicing in their own offices are
assessed a fee if paramedics respond and transport the patient. The South Bay
Independent Physicians Association (SBIP) asked Staff to review this fee. The City has
reviewed call history and the numbers of calls made to medical offices not attached to a
surgical or urgent care facility has been modest.
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Therefore, staff is recommending a revision to the billing Resolution that provides a
limited exception for paramedic calls to doctors’ offices. The revision provides that
individual doctors practicing in their own offices not associated with a hospital, urgent
care facility or convalescent nursing facility who use the City’s paramedic more than
three (3) times annually will only be billed the facilities fee commencing with the fourth
(4™) use of the services. SBIP has agreed that this is a reasonable solution to their
concern.

Respectfully submitted,

LeROY J. JACKSON
CITY MANAGER

-

By
Mary Gior no'\g
Assistant City Manager

CONCUR:

e

William Racowschi
Fire Chief

o~
i

LeRo} J. déck on” T~
City Manager,

Attachments: A) Proposed Resolution
B) Resolution 91-74
C) Resolution 95-94



Attachment A
RESOLUTION NO. 2009 -

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE CHANGING THE
PROCEDURES FOR BILLING PARAMEDIC
RESPONSES TO MEDICAL FACILITIES

WHEREAS, in 1991 the City established a fee for paramedic responses to medical facilities where
skilled medical personnel are customarily employed; and

WHEREAS, there is a problem with collecting money for certain paramedic services; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of Resolution 2003-46 will be modified by the adoption of this resolution
as it pertains to Paramedic Medical Facility Fees.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Torrance does hereby resolve as follows:

1) In the event paramedics respond to a call from a medical office where surgical procedures are
performed, a hospital, urgent care facility, or convalescent nursing facility, but not including
senior citizens’ residence facility, in order to examine or to render paramedic services to a
person who is within such medical office or medical facility, where skilled medical personnel are
customarily employed, and are present, there shall be a fee of $314 indexed to the Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners & Clerical Workers (CPI-W) May to May. The said fee
shall be charged to the medical office or medical facility to which the paramedics respond.

2) Those individual doctors, not associated with the above named medical offices or facility types,
who use City of Torrance Fire Department paramedic services more than three (3) times
annually, will only be assessed the facilities fee commencing with the fourth (4th) use of the
services.

Introduced, approved and adopted this day of , 2009.

Frank Scotto, Mayor

ATTEST:

Sue Herbers, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
JOHN L. FELLOWS Ill, CITY ATTORNEY

By
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RESOLUTION NO. 8i-74

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TORRANCE AMENDING CERTAIN FEES, AND ADDING
CERTAIN NEW FEES CONCERNED WITH CONSTRUCTIONR
PLAN INSPECTIONS, SIGN APPLICATIONS, OIL RIG
AND OIL WELL INSPECTIONS, DOCUMENT RECOVERY,
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT INSPECTIONS, HEALTH
SERVICES FACILITIES FEES, VEHICLE INSPECTION
FEES, AND TRASH COLLECTION FEES.

WHEREAS, the City commissioned a study of the costs of
providing various City services in 1989, which study determined
the actual cost of such services, and made recommendations for
the level of fees needed to fully offset those costs; and

WHEREAS, the City, in 1989, adopted many fees which would
fully offset the cost of providing the services; and

WHEREAS, certain adjustments are necessary to keep fees
level with the actual costs of service, and certain new fees
are required to offset the costs of services provided, which
have not heretofore been subject to fees; and

WHEREAS, the schedule of those proposed fee amendments and
additions were duly published in the draft budget which draft
budget has been available for public review for more than ten
(10) days; and

WHEREAS, the times and places of the various public
hearings on the proposed budget have been published in a
newspaper of general circulation within the City for the time
required by law; and

WHEREAS, Resolutions 89-62 and 90-83 have set certain of
these fees, and this Resolution will modify those resolutions
to the extent of any inconsistency.

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1
The following fees are amended as follows:

1) The filing fee of the TEQECC for a multi-tenant sign
program shall be $250.00.

08 TUE 03:09 PM 310 781 7030
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2)

3)

4)

5)

7)

SECTION 2

The fee for a non-illuminated sign permit as shown
on table 4 shall be based upon a valuation of $40.00

per square foot.

The fee for an illuminated sign pernit as shown
on table 4 shall be based upon a valuation of $70.00

per square foot.

The fee for a certification of an 0il rig shall be
$10.00.

The fee for a second inspection of any 0il well site
in connection with the annual operating permit shall
be $75.00.

The fee for a third inspection of any oil well site
in connection with the annual operating permit shall
be $100.00 and no further charge shall be made for
subsequent inspections.

The fee to be charged for the collection of refuse
shall be as follows:

a) Single-family dwelling - $12.00 per month.
b) Two-family dwelling - $24.00 per month.

Oopening and closing bills and bills for irregular
periods shall be prorated on the basis of a thirty
(30) day month.

At the time of application for refuse collection by
the City of Torrance, the applicant shall be charged
a fee in the amount of $4.00 for the starting of
service.

The following new fees are hereby imposed:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The fee for the first inspection of any oil well site
in connection with the annual operating permit shall
be $50.00.

The fee for the inspection of any 0il well
abandonment shall be $50.00.

The fee for filing for a waiver of the underground
utility requirements shall be $40.00.

The fee for a preliminary plan review of development
projects shall be $50.00; provided, however, that no
charge shall be made for residential developments
consisting of fewer than ten (10) dwellings.
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5)

6)

7)

9)

10)

11)

12)

APR-01-08 TUE 03:10 PM 310 781 7030

The fee for retrieval of documents from files,
microfiche or otherwvise, shall be $5.00 per address,
and such retrieval fee does not include the cost of

copying.

The fee for retrieval of plans from the vault, for
review, shall be $10.00 per address, and such
retrieval fee does not include the cost of copying.

The plan check fee for electrical permits as shown

in table 3A shall be based on a valuation equal to
twenty-five percent (25%) of the estimated building
valuation.

The plan check fee for plumbing permits as shown

in table 3A shall be based on a valuation equal to
twenty-five percent (25%) of the estimated building
valuation.

The fee for conducting each biannual inspection for
compliance with terms and conditions of a Conditional
Use Permit shall be $50.00.

The fee for conducting each subsequent follow-up
inspection, upon a finding of non-compliance with the
terms of any Conditional Use Permit shall be $30.00
per hour of staff time including travel time between
City Hall and the site of the Conditional Use Permit
and back.

The fee for paramedic responses to any medical
facility where skilled medical personnel  are
customarily employed, and are present, such as
doctors offices, urgent care medical facilities,
hospitals, convalescent or nursing homes, but not
jncluding senior citizen residential facilities or
dentist offices, shall be $100 per dispatch, which
fees may be collected monthly, or quarterly.

The fee for each one-half (1/2) yard trash container
placed within the City by a private trash hauling
company, whether for commercial, industrial or
residential use, shall be $3.00 per year. Said fee
shall be wused for offsetting the costs of
implementing the City’s trash reduction program.
Said fee shall be collected annually with the
business license tax, and shall be based upon the
number of said trash bins located within the City.
If at any time during the year additional bins are
added, the fee shall be paid immediately to the Ccity,
except if bins are placed during the last thirty (30)
days of the year.

P.
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13) The fee for any progranm, or class offered by the
Parks and Recreation Department shall be the actual
cost of supplies and material, as determined on a
class by class, Or program by program basis.

14) The fee for Police Department inspections of trash
trucks, catering vehicles and recycling vehicles for
their annual license shall be as follows:

1) First inspection - $35.00

2) second inspection - $35.00
3) Third or subsequent inspection - $50.00

SECTION 3

The new rates set forth herein in Section 1 and 2, shall
be in full force and effect July 1, 1991.

SECTION 4

It shall be duty and function of the Director of Finance
to administer this Resolution.

Introduced, approved and adopted this 28th day of

May , 1991.
ayor
ATTEST:
ity Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

KENNETH L. NELSON
City Attorney

L W

william G. Quale
Assistant City Attorney

wm/218
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TORANCE CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 91-74

STATE OF CALIFORNIA }
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss
CITY OF TORRANCE )

I, John A. Bramhall, City Clerk of the City of Torrance,
California, do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was
duly introduced, approved and adopted by the City Council of the
City of Torrance at a regular meeting of said Council held on the

28tday of May, 1991 " by the following roll

call vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS : Applegate, Hardison, Mock, Nakano
Walker, Wirth, Geissert

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSENT: COUMCILMEMBERS:; None

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

Cjiyty Clerk of the City of Torrance
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RESOLUTION NO. 95-94

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE REDUCING THE FEE FOR
COPIES OF VARIOUS DOCUMENTS AND CHANGING
THE PROCEDURE FOR BILLING PARAMEDICAL
RESPONSES TO MEDICAL FACILITIES

WHEREAS the City Council has set the fees for copying various City documents in other
resolutions, and

WHEREAS it is desirable to standardize the fee on a City-wide basis, and
WHEREAS there is a problem with collecting money for certain paramedic services, and

WHEREAS the provisions of Resolution 91-74 and 94-91 will be modified by the
adoption of this resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Torrance does hereby resolve as
follows:

1) The fee for City employees duplicating public records which are printed on letter
size or legal size paper shall be $1.00 for the first (or only page) and $0.10 for each

page thereafter.

2) In the event paramedics respond to a call from a medical office or medical facility
where skilled medical personnel are customarily employed, and are present, such
as doctors’ offices, urgent care facilities, hospitals or convalescent nursing
facilities, but not including senior citizens’ residence facilities or dentists” offices,
in order to examine or to render paramedic services to a person who is within
such medical office or medical facility there shall be a fee of $100. The said fee
shall be charged to the medical office or medical facility to which the paramedics

respond.
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Introduced, approved and adopted this 10th day of October, 1995.

Mayor of the City of Torrance

ATTEST:

Oy et

Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

John L. Fellows III

City Agtorney
o\ he
Y W
William G. Quale
Assistant City Attorney

S
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TORRANCE CITY COUNCII, RESOLUTION NO. 95-94

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss
CITY OF TORRANCE )

I, Sue Herbers, City Clerk of the City of Torrance,
california, do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was
duly introduced, approved and adopted by the City Council of the
city of Torrance at a regular meeting of said Council held on the
10th day of October, 1995, by the following roll call vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Cribbs, Lee, Messerlian, Nakano,
o’Donnell, Walker and Hardison.

NOES: COUNCIIMEMBERS: None.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None.
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None.

(D N\ b

Cherk of the City of Torrance
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