Council Meeting of
September 16, 2008

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:
SUBJECT: Community Services-Library Division — Council authorization
for a purchase order to furnish the annual requirement of

periodicals for the Torrance Public Library System for 2009

Expenditure: Not to exceed $52,500

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council authorize a
purchase order not to exceed an amount of $52,500 to renew the contract for the
annual requirement of periodicals for the Torrance Public Library System for 2009
with W.T. Cox Subscriptions of Shallotte, North Carolina.

Funding

Funding is available in the Community Services Department/Library Division’s 2008-
09 operating budget.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

On October 4, 2005, the City Council authorized a purchase order to W.T Cox
Subscriptions as a result of Bid B2005-45 to furnish the annual requirement of
periodicals for the Torrance Public Library for the year 2006. The bid included a
renewal option for second, third and fourth years with terms and conditions
unchanged. W. T. Cox agreed “to a fourth year with terms and conditions
unchanged,” and will honor the same discount with updated pricing.

The company has provided good service during the contract period. Cox was able
to furnish 807 periodical subscriptions to the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library and
the five branch libraries. The periodicals include most of the major magazines for
each location. This enabled the Library to avoid the less efficient direct-order
subscription method in the vast majority of cases.
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Problems with duplicate issues, missing issues, and cancellations, which are quite
common among magazine publishers and jobbers, were resolved in a timely
manner.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN JONES
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

Norm Reeder
Library Services Manager

CONCUR:
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Paula J. Wéner
City Librarian
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