Council Meeting of
September 9, 2008

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

Torrance City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the City Council:

SUBJECT: COMMUNITY SERVICES - Accept and file the Cultural Arts Commission
Annual Report for 2007/2008.

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the Community Services Director and the Cultural Arts Commission that
the City Council accept and file the Cultural Arts Commission Annual Report for July 2007
through June 2008.

FUNDING
Not applicable

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

The Annual Report for July 2007 through June 2008 as prepared by the Cultural Arts
Commission is attached for your information and review. The Commission approved this report
at its meeting on August 18, 2008, and moved to request that it be accepted by the City Council.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN JONES
COMM TY SERVICES DIRECTOR
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By: Eve Rap;qgﬁort
Cultural Services anager

Cppnr soricwci.

Ann Smxsel( 2007 — 2008 Chair
Cultural Arts Commission

Concur:

Gk
Community Services Director

{

Noted:
(‘9/@ ,
LeRoy J@ﬁm T
City Manager

Attachment A: 2007-2008 Annual Report
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ATTACHMENT A

ANNUAL REPORT
CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
JULY 2007 THROUGH JUNE 2008

Commission Chair Ann Smisek

June Armstrong Kathryn Endo-Roberts Ed Candioty
Debbie Stadler Marianne Strehler Benito Miranda
Kim Wang

Purpose

The Cultural Arts Commission advises the City Council in providing for and promoting opportunities for
the artistic and cultural development of its residents. The goal of the Cultural Arts Commission is to
develop and encourage an environment that promotes diverse and accessible programming activity in
the arts. The Commission also encourages the expansion of the City’s role in providing works of art in
public places and fosters the participation of all residents in the development of their creative skills and
appreciation of the arts.

Following its usual practice, the Cultural Arts Commission divided its work into three broad categories,
i.e., Public Hearings and Workshops, Standing Committees, and Research and Advisory.

1. Standing Committees:
These committees are Excellence in Arts Committee, Facilities Committee and Grant Review Committee.

The Excellence in Arts sub-committee was comprised of Commissioners Candioty and Strehler, and was
chaired by Commissioner Miranda. The Committee helped organize the annual Excellence in Arts
Awards, held on Saturday, May 10, 2008.

In August 2007 the Commission replaced the Community Cultural Plan Committee with the Facilities
Committee. The Facilities Committee will encompass oversight of the Torrance Art Museum
accreditation process, Cultural Arts Center facility issues and the evaluation of the proposed
amphitheatre. The Facilities sub-committee was comprised of Commissioners Miranda and Endo-
Roberts, and was chaired by Commissioner Strehler.

The Grant Review Committee meets to review annual submissions to the Nonprofit Arts Grant Program.
The sub-committee was comprised of Commissioners Endo-Roberts and Candioty, and was chaired by
Commission Chair Smisek.

2, Additional Highlights 2007-2008:
The Commission elected Ann Smisek as 2007-08 Chair of the Cultural Arts Commission. Marianne
Strehler was elected Vice Chair.

The Commission recommended that October 2007 be declared Arts and Humanities month in the City
of Torrance, joining other municipalities and local arts agencies throughout the country. The City Council
adopted a proclamation to this effect.

Commissioners Kim Wang and June Armstrong retired from the Cultural Arts Commission in January
2008 after serving on the Commission since 1999. Commissioners Wang and Armstrong consistently
supported efforts to expand cultural opportunities and arts programming to citizens of all ages and to
enhance the local and regional reputation of the Torrance Cultural Arts Center.



In September 2007, Commissioner Debbie Stadier resigned from the Cultural Arts Commission after
relocating outside of the City of Torrance. Commissioner Stadler was a dedicated supporter of the arts in
Torrance and served on the Commission for seven years.

On January 16, 2008, City Council approved the appointments of Ed Candioty, Gerry Rische, and Lynda
Bunting to the Cultural Arts Commission.

A joint meeting with City Council was held on Tuesday, February 26, 2008. Commissioners had an
opportunity to discuss with City Council a variety of topics including the Amphitheatre project, Non-Profit
Arts Grants, and the Excelience in Arts Awards.

The Commission received a total of four Non Profit Arts Organization grant applications by the May 8,
2008 deadline. This year the following organizations each received a grant of $1,000: Art Attack
Foundation; Regina Klenjoski Dance Company; Ted Tanouye Memorial Foundation; and South Bay
Conservatory.

The Commission led another successful Excellence in Arts awards presentation. Commissioners were
assigned to chair the following disciplines: Music — Commissioner Candioty, Dance - Commissioner
Bunting, Drama — Commissioner Miranda, Visual Art — Commissioner Strehler, Arts Education —
Commissioner Rische, Literary Arts — Commissioner Endo-Roberts, and the Katy Geissert Award —
Commission Chair Ann Smisek. The Excellence in Arts Awards ceremony was held Saturday, May 10,
2008 in the Toyota Meeting Hall at the Torrance Cultural Arts Center, with Council members Mayor
Frank Scotto, Councilman Paul Nowatka, Councilman Gene Barnett, Councilman Bill Sutheriand,
Councilwoman Hope Witkowsky as well as City Clerk Sue Herbers and City Treasurer Linda Barnett in
attendance, along with several past winners, and past Cultural Arts Commissioners.

Award recipients were: Carine Topal, for Literary Arts; Priscilla LaMarca-Kandel, for Music; Paul Comon,
for Visual Arts; Jim Hormel, for Drama; Pamela Debiase, for Dance; and Heide Ulbrich, for Arts
Education. The Katy Geissert Award was presented to Helen Nowatka for her outstanding dedication to
the arts. Commission Chair Smisek served as mistress of ceremonies.

At the June 2008 meeting Commissioner Strehler was elected 2008-09 Chair of the Commission and
Commissioner Miranda was elected Vice Chair.

3. Administrative Changes:

The first of two new staff members came to the Cultural Services Division in February, 2008. Joyce Bell
was promoted to Senior Supervisor for the Division at that time. Eve Rappoport was hired as the Cultural
Services Manager in April, 2008. Additionally the City appointed John Jones as the new director of the
Community Services Department.

Respectfully submy

Ann Smisek, 2007-08 Chair
Cultural Arts Commission
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