Council Meeting of

July 15, 2008
Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council
City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: City Manager - Consider designation of Cooling Centers in event of
heat emergency advisory. Expenditure: Not to exceed $5,000.00

RECOMMENDATION

Recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council consider designating certain
locations as “Cooling Centers” for providing relief to the public in the event of a heat
emergency advisory.

Funding

Amount noted is maximum. Actual expenditure anticipated to be between $1,000 and
$1,500, which will be funded from the City Manager’s General Fund Operating Budget.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

In 2006, the City of Torrance in partnership with Southern California Edison (SCE)
designated two “Cooling Centers” in the City to provide relief to the public in the event of
a heat emergency advisory. The locations included the Bartlett Senior Center located at
1318 Cravens Avenue and the Katy Geissert Main Library located at 3301 Torrance
Boulevard. The Cooling Centers provide an air-conditioned environment with the
availability of water, access to food for purchase, and entertainment such as televisions
and books.

When the National Weather Service declares a “Heat Emergency Advisory,” the County
Cooling Centers are opened. City of Torrance Emergency Services staff are also
notified of this status via the state Emergency Digital Information Service (EDIS)
system. A Heat Emergency Advisory is typically declared when temperatures and/or
heat index remain at an elevated level for an extended period of time.

Staff is proposing that the City of Torrance participate in Southern California Edison’s
Cooling Station program, which is similar to the County’s and designates facilities as
“essential customers” to be served by power distribution circuits that are normally
exempt from rotating outages. SCE may institute rotating outages when power
reserves fall below 1.5 percent or when extreme heat conditions exist. Although
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rotating outages have not occurred in our area for the last couple of years, when
outages do occur, they last for about an hour for each power grid. Grid designations
can be found on customer utility bills. SCE will provide information to the public and the
City regarding contact phone numbers, business hours and Emergency Services for
after hours when rotating outages are imminent or in effect.

For 2008, the Bartlett Senior Center, 1318 Cravens Avenue, and the Katy Geissert Main
Library Meeting Room, 3301 Torrance Boulevard, both of which have total capacity for
approximately 175 individuals, have been identified as potential sites that could be
designated Cooling Centers, should the need arise. The Bartlett Center is currently
open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
on Sundays. Hours could be extended if needed and would require staff overtime. The
library is open 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. on Fridays, 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Saturdays, and closed on Sundays.

Costs incurred for operating the Cooling Centers will be dependent on such factors as
staff overtime involved and any additional custodial services that might be needed to
extend the operating hours of the facilities as well as supporting the increase in usage.

Once approved by Council, Southern California Edison will contract with the City to add
the designated locations to their exemption list from rotating outages to ensure that
power is available to keep air conditioning running at those locations. Available
capacity of the sites will be approximately 50 percent of total capacity as these sites are
utilized on a regular basis for scheduled activities. Also, the Cooling Center locations
will be added to the LA County Lists of Cooling Centers.

Respectfully submitted,

LeROY J. JACKSON
CITY MANAGER
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