Council Meeting
June 10, 2008

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE 3712

RECOMMENDATION:

Second and Final reading of ORDINANCE NO. 3712 amending Section 1 of Article 3 of
Chapter 6 of Division 4 of the Torrance Municipal Code restricting the hours and days in
which construction is permitted.

BACKGROUND:

At the regular meeting of the City Council held on the 20th day of May 2008, this
Ordinance was introduced and approved for its first reading by the following roli call vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Barnett, Nowatka, Sutherland, Witkowsky, and
Mayor Scotto.
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brewer.

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Drevno.

Respecitfully submitted,

Sue Herbers, City Clerk

Attachment A: Ordinance 3712
B: Ordinance summary
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3 Attachment A

ORDINANCE NO. 3712

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING
SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE 3 OF CHAPTER 6 OF
DIVISION 4 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE
RESTRICTING THE HOURS AND DAYS IN WHICH
CONSTRUCTION IS PERMITTED.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1
That Section 1 of Article 3 of Chapter 6 of Division 4 is amended to read in its entirety as follows:

“‘SECTION 46.3.1. CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS AND PROJECTS.

a) It shall be unlawful for any person within the City of Torrance to operate power construction
tools, equipment, or engage in the performance of any outside construction or repair work
on buildings, structures, or projects in or adjacent to a residential area involving the creation
of noise beyond 50 decibels (db) as measured at property lines, except between the hours
of 7:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. Monday through Friday and 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. on Saturdays.
Construction shall be prohibited on Sundays and Holidays observed by City Hall. An
exception exists between the hours of 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. for homeowners that reside
at the property.

b) The Community Development Director may allow expanded hours and days of construction
if unusual circumstances and conditions exist. Such requests must be made in writing and
must receive approval by the Director prior to any expansion of the hour and day restrictions
listed above.

c) Every construction project requiring Planning Commission review or considered to be a
significant remodel as defined by Section 231.1.2, shall be required to post an information
board along the front property line that displays the property owner's name and contact
number, contractor’'s name and contact number, a copy of TMC Section 46.3.1, a list of any
special conditions, and the Code Enforcement phone number where violations can be
reported.

d) Properties zoned as commercial, industrial or within an established redevelopment District,
are exempted from the above day and hour restrictions if a minimum buffer of 300 feet is
maintained from the subject property’s property line to the closest residential property. The
Community Development Director, may, however, revoke such exemption for a particular
project if the noise level exceeds 50 decibels (db) at the property line of a residential
property beyond the 300 linear foot buffer.

e) Heavy construction equipment such as pile drivers, mechanical shovels, derricks, hoists,
pneumatic hammers, compressors or similar devices shall not be operated at any time,
within or adjacent to a residential area, without first obtaining from the Community
Development Director permission to do so. Such request for permission shall include a list
and type of equipment to be used, the requested hours and locations of its use, and the
applicant shall be required to show that the selection of equipment and construction



techniques has been based on minimization of noise within the limitations of such
equipment as is commercially available or combinations of such equipment and auxiliary
sound barriers. Such permission to operate heavy construction equipment will be revoked if
operation of such equipment is not in accordance to approval. No permission shall be
required to perform emergency work as defined in Article 1 of this Chapter.”

SECTION 2

Any provisions of the Torrance Municipal Code or its appendices, or any other ordinances of the
City inconsistent with this ordinance to the extent of the inconsistencies and no further, are
repealed.

SECTION 3

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to
be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision
will not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance. The City Council declares
that it would have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and
phrase irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentence, clauses or
phrases are declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4

This ordinance will take effect thirty days after the date of its adoption. Within fifteen days
foliowing adoption, this ordinance or a summary of this ordinance, if authorized by the City
Council, will be published at least once in the Daily Breeze, a newspaper of general circulation,
published and circulated in the City of Torrance.

Introduced and approved the 20th day of May, 2008.

Adopted and passed this day of June, 2008.
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Mayor Frank Scotto
JOHN FELLOWS llI, City Attorney ATTEST:
by
Ronald T. Pohl, Assistant City Attorney Sue Herbers, City Clerk



5 Attachment B

Ordinance Summary

TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCE NO. 3712

On , 2008, the City Council of the City of Torrance adopted ORDINANCE
NO. 3712 modifying the existing Construction of Buildings and Projects Article of the Noise

Regulations to further restrict days and hours for which construction is permitted.

*xCity Clerk to add a paragraph stating that copies of the ordinance are available
at the City Clerk’s office and stating the names of the City Council members that voted in
favor and those that voted against. ****



