Council Meeting of
March 18, 2008

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Councii:

Subject: Public Works & Community Services Department — Presentation on
Proposed Stormwater Basin Enhancement Program in West
Torrance area

The Public Works Department and Community Services Department have
identified five stormwater basins in West Torrance that can be enhanced to address
stormwater pollution and provide added open spaces for the residents of Torrance.
John Dettle, Public Works Engineering Manager and John Jones, Community Services
Director will do a presentation on the proposed Stormwater Basin Enhancement
Program and then open the floor for discussion.

Background

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has set limits for pollutants to
navigable waters. The limits are referred to as Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL).
The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (the Board) is the regulatory
agency assigned by EPA to set TMDLs for all of Los Angeles County. A TMDL has
been set for bacteria for the Santa Monica Bay. The TMDL has limits of zero for the Dry
Weather season from April 1 to October 31 that came into effect on July 15, 2006. The
limits for the Wet Weather season come into effect in increments with required
reductions fully in effect by July 15, 2021.

Portions of West Torrance, north of Torrance Boulevard and west of Prairie
Avenue, are tributary to Santa Monica Bay, as well as the Hollywood Riviera.

The City Council approved a multi-agency Memorandum of Agreement with
Manhattan Beach, ElI Segundo, Hermosa Beach, Redondo Beach, the County of Los
Angeles and Caltrans (Jurisdictional Groups 5 & 6) to develop programs and projects to
meet the Santa Monica Bay Bacteria TMDL. To address the Dry Weather bacteria
limits the County of Los Angeles has installed Diversion Pump Stations to pump urban
run off into the sewer systems. Jurisdictional Groups 5 & 6 are currently working on
programs and projects to address the Wet Weather bacteria limits.

The Herondo Drain is the only storm drain with a tributary area from Torrance
which is not in compliance with the Wet Weather bacteria limits. The City of Torrance
makes up 57% of the 2,745 acres tributary to Herondo Drain. Most of that tributary area
flows through the Amie, Henrietta or Entradero Detention Basins. Enhancement of
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these three basins has been identified as the best opportunity for Torrance to treat or
contain Wet Weather stormwater.

The Ocean Avenue and Bishop Montgomery Retention Basins have also been
identified as an opportunity to provide multiple benefits to the City, namely 17 acres of
added open space and recreation. These basins are retention basins, i.e., they have no
outlets for stormwater other than infiltration. While this may prevent use of the basins
during part of the Wet Weather season, the number of sunny days in Torrance and the
need for open spaces makes these basins an opportunity that should be explored.

Respectfully submitted,
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ROBERT J. BESTE
Public Works Director
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Community Services Director
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Attachment: A. Presentation Material



