Council Meeting of
November 20, 2007

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Councll

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: Police - Accept and file Disaster Council 2006-2007 Annual Report.
Expenditure: None.

RECOMMENDATION

The Chief of Police and the Disaster Council recommend that City Council accept
and file the Disaster Council 2006-2007 Annual Report.

BACKGROUND

The Annual Report for July 2006 through June 2007, as prepared by the Disaster
Council, is attached for the City Council’s information and review. The Disaster Council
approved this report at its meeting on September 26, 2007.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN J. NEU
Chief of Police

By: 7 ¢
Emergency Services Division Commander

CONCUR:

{ |
Jonn J " Neu

Chief of Police

LeRoy J.
City Mana
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Attachment A
ANNUAL REPORT
TORRANCE DISASTER COUNCIL
CITY OF TORRANCE
JULY 2006 JUNE 2007
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL TERM TERM EXPIRES  FIRST APPOINTED
Melvin Glass - CHAIR . 1-16-2007 1-15-2011 1-14-2003
Kathleen Galbasin - VICE CHAIR 1-16-2005 1-15-2009 1-11-2005
Marc Lawrence 1-16-2004 1-15-2008 1-16-1998
Kristin Matsuda 1-16-2006 1-15-2010 1-10-2006

Staff support is provided by Emergency Services Coordinator Andrew Pachon, Captain Kevin
Kreager, and Lieutenant Jon Megeff of the Torrance Police Department.

Purpose of the Commission

The Disaster Council is governed by the Torrance Municipal code, Division 1, chapter 6, Article 2,
section 16.2 and 16.2.2. It provides recommendations to the City Council on matters pertinent to the
development of mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery plans and programs for any
potential local emergency. It performs surveys of disaster readiness in the city and disseminates alert
information to the public. Disaster Council meetings also provide for communication and
coordination between the public and private sectors of the city in analyzing local hazard and
developing response plans.

The Council consists of four appointed Commissioners plus representatives of City Departments,
Torrance Businesses, Industry, citizen groups and organizations concerned with the City’s disaster
preparedness.

The Disaster Council held nine monthly meetings this past year (on the fourth Wednesday of the
month) for communication between all interested groups. An agenda of each meeting is prepared
and distributed prior to the scheduled meetings. These are also posted on the Torrance Commission
web site.

Summary of Council Activities

Earlier in the year the Council was given an update on Avian Influenza planning and what to expect
if it occurs. The Council continued its discussion in a letter sent to the Daily Breeze regarding more
coverage on Emergency Preparation and information on the City’s efforts for emergency planning.
Commissioner Matsuda met with Mr. Sanfield from the Daily Breeze to discuss promoting Disaster
Preparedness. They were receptive to the idea of providing Op-Editorial space for this subject.
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The Council discussed the role of CERT (Community Emergency Response team) in the
community. It was decided to request that the City hold a third basic training class each year in the
evening. An evening class was held and proved very successful.

The Council also discussed the role of TARA (Torrance Amateur Radio Association) in the
community, and its efforts in providing a strong back-up communication plan in case of an
emergency. TARA also reported on its annual Critical Facilities check.

Members of RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Persons) presented an overview of the Community
Volunteer Alert Network (CVAN) program.

The Council also received reports from Torrance Unified School District, American Red Cross,
various ambulance services, Torrance Police Department, Torrance Fire Department, Library
Department and other City departments. The council also was informed by various business and
Home Owners Associations on their efforts in Disaster Preparedness.

The Council’s February meeting was held in the Toyota Meeting Hall to accommodate over 400 in
attendance to hear a presentation given by guest speaker Dr. Lucy Jones. Dr. Jones is the Multi-
Hazards Coordinator for Southern California, USGS (United States Geological Survey). Also in
attendance was Mr. Dale Cox, USGS Project Manager for the Southern California Multi-Hazard
Demonstration. Dr. Jones” “Dare to Prepare” presentation on Earthquake Preparation was very
informative and well received.

The Commission also discussed CERT training for elected and staff employees as well as
Emergency Management for all City commissioners. Recommendation to the City Council will be
forthcoming.

The Disaster Council also discussed its participation in the City’s Disaster Preparedness Expo and
how to publicize it.

In a continuing effort to bring together the City’s Disaster Service Volunteers (DSVs), the annual
Disaster Service Volunteer Picnic was again held at Wilson Park. With support from the City
Council, Police Department, Fire Department, and the Disaster Council, the following DSV groups



Attachment A

were able to get together in a soc1a1 setting: TARA, CERT, and the newly-formed Animal Disaster
Team (ADT). We also want to thank The City’s Emergency Preparedness Team (E-Prep) for doing
all the cooking.

SUMMARY

Emergency preparedness is of great importance to the members of the community. The Council
wishes to thank each City department and members of the community and business who work
together to see that the city is well prepared for any contingency. The Disaster Council thanks the
members of the City Council for their support and leadership and appreciates being part of the effort
to keep Torrance a safe place to live and work. We also want to thank Andrew Pachon who not only
provided the Council with excellent staff support, but as Emergency Services Coordinator, provided
the city with a vast amount of knowledge, information, and ideas. At the time of this writing he has
turned in his resignation to the city. The Council wishes him well in his studies in Medical School.

The Council also wishes to thank Captain Kevin Kreager and Lieutenant Jon Megeff for their
excellent assistance to the Disaster Council and Emergency Services. We know that they will
continue to be of great help until a new Emergency Services Coordinator is found.

The Council also wishes to thank the City Council for acting on last year’s recommendation
concerning the City Libraries and the City Manager’s office for finding the funds to accomplish the

safety enhancements to the libraries.

Respectfg,lly submitted,

.

Commissioner Melvin Glass
Chairperson, Disaster Council
City of Torrance



