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COMPANION TO COUNCIL ITEM
Honorable Chair and Members

of the
Torrance Redevelopment Agency
City Hall
Torrance, California

Members of the Agency:

SUBJECT: LUS04-00001 HISTORIC PRESERVATION ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
GUIDELINES

RECOMMENDATION
The Deputy Executive Director recommends that the Redevelopment Agency approve
the Architectural Design Guidelines for the area bounded by Dominguez Way to the
north, Western Avenue to the east, Plaza del Amo to the south, and Crenshaw
Boulevard to the west.

Funding
The cost of production will be offset by a fee for the Architectural Design Guidelines
booklet, which will be similar to the fee charged for a copy of the General Plan.

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS
The establishment of the Architectural Design Guidelines does not constitute a project
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Public Noticing

On May 4, 2007 notices for this item were mailed to the interested community members
and residents and all active homeowners association groups. On May 5, 2007, a
display ad was published in the newspaper.

BACKGROUND & ANALYSIS

From April 2004 to April 2005, the Community Planning and Design Committee
conducted a series of public workshops to discuss the possible options for historic
preservation. The City Council considered the recommendations of the Community
Planning and Design Committee on options for historic preservation and took the
following actions:

1. Adopted a Resolution to officially recognize the original Torrance Tract as Old
Torrance Founded 1912;
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2. Directed staff to prepare an Ordinance for adoption that would create a voluntary
historic preservation program that takes advantage of the Mills Act; and

3. Directed staff to prepare architectural design guidelines for the City Council's
consideration and approval.

Earlier this year, Old Torrance Founded 1912 signs were installed at various locations
throughout the original Torrance Tract, the area bounded by Dominguez Way to the
north, Western Avenue to the east, Plaza del Amo to the south, and Crenshaw
Boulevard to the west. Over the past several months, staff has been researching and
preparing a draft ordinance for a voluntary historic preservation program that takes
advantage of the Mills Act. An item covering the voluntary historic preservation program
will be brought in the coming weeks.

The purpose of the architectural design guidelines are to provide a resource for the
community that would assist homeowners with the rehabilitation, restoration, and
preservation of their properties and educate the public about preserving their homes.
The creation of the guidelines was first suggested by Debbie Hays of the Torrance
Historical Society during the Community Planning and Design Committee meetings.
Staff was directed to work with members of the Torrance Historical Society in
developing the guidelines.

These design guidelines contain the various residential architectural styles found in the
Torrance Tract, which include Queen Anne and Folk Victorian, Colonial Revival, Tudor
Revival, English Cottage, French Eclectic, Spanish Colonial Revival, Monterey,
Craftsman, California Bungalow, Prairie, and Ranch. The design characteristics and
features of each architectural style are described. Guidelines for new construction and
remodeling are also included to illustrate compatible neighborhood design.

Respectfully submitted,

JEFFERY W. GIBSON
Deputy Executive Director
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-’ Division Manager
KSIAL\ Redevelopment & General Plan Divisions

epuby-Executive Director
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