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ATTACHMENT C

Agreement between City of Torrance Parks and Recreation
Department and Concerned Caregivers Regarding the Feral Cats at
Wilson Park

Goal: Guidelines mutually developed to insure worker/public health and safety and
health/safety of cats.

Caregivers will:

Provide food and water for compound cats. In cempliance.

Feed only in area(s) designated by the City. Not in compliance.

Clean feeding area(s). Set out anti-ant products. Not in compliance.

Clean up feline feces at least once a week in whole compound and in feeding area.

Not in compliance.

Provide flea control for cats and feeding area. Not in compliance.

Not duplicate gate key. Unknown.

Turn in gate key if unable to continue feeding. Not in compliance.

Inform City of Torrance of any changes in caregivers’ telephone numbers. Not in

compliance. '

9. Not damage park facilities while providing care for the cats. Previously not in
compliance. Now appear to be complying.

10. Be available for emergency situations. Not in compliance due to #8.

11. Provide adoption for cats when possible. Unknown. Currently not in compliance
with Kkittens.

12. Diligently trap cats in a humane manner to insure on-going de-sexing and provide
health services including, but not limited to, vaccinations and de-fleaing. Not in
compliance.

13. Provide a quarterly report to include number of cats in colony, trapped, de-sexed,
required veterinary care, and number of cats adopted. Not in compliance.

14. Assist in public information regarding pet abandonment and Feral cats. Unknown.
Doubtful if in compliance.

15. Work with The City of Torrance for welfare of the Feral cats at Wilson Park. Not in
compliance. No official contact with feeders.

16. Not physically or verbally harass or intimidate City employees or the general public. No
incidents reported so assumption is they are in compliance.

17. Insure compliance with all terms of this agreement from all persons feeding the cats.
Not in compliance.

18. Agree to the terms of this mutual letter for the benefit of the Feral cats at Wilson Park.
Ot i compliaince with all terinis.

19. Be cautious and use City facilities in a safe and prudent manner and notify the City of

any conditions that may be hazardous (to humans). Not in compliance.
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20.

21.

C-2

Hold the City harmless for any injuries and, or damages resulting from their actions
while providing care for feral cats. No injuries, damages or iliness reported to the
City.

Defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City from any and all claims and lawsuits that
result from their activities as a caregiver. Unenforceable since original signer of
document is no longer involved in care giving and those that are feeding are
officially unidentified.
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City of Torrance Parks and Recreation Department will:

1.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

Provide caregivers with (3) keys to locked gate on South side ramp (next to red car).
No longer relevant since Red Car has been relocated to a new area which is not
a designated feeding area but is being used as such.

Notify all caregivers of any need to change locks and provide new keys prior to actual
change. No phone numbers have been made available of the current care givers.
Allow caregivers access to compound one day a week (minimal) for fecal clean-up.
Access is available but not exercised for flea control or feces clean up.

Inform caregivers of any kittens, and sick or injured cats. Care givers recently
informed of kittens but no action taken by care givers.

Allow caregivers access to compound buildings if kittens, sick or injured cats are
observed for rescue. See #3.

Allow caregivers to trap any cats for de-sexing, health care or rescue. No trapping
has occurred to our knowledge. No reports have been given to the City.

Inform caregivers of dates for demolition and construction and allow caregivers to
check for all kittens or cats. Will be complied with but, see #2. '

Provide approved signs regarding:

a. Pet abandonment regulations. In compliance.

b. Feline feeding program. No signs posted.

Provide public with information regarding pet abandonment and Feral cats, and, if
possible information regarding de-sexing. Possibly complied with through Animal
Control. '

Maintain compound area - fences and buildings. In compliance.

Clear and maintain weed/plants on North side culvert area. Dead palm leaves to be
left during winter/rainy season to provide shelter for cats. (TBD) In compliance.
Inform all Park Employees and H..P. Employees of this agreement and insure their
compliance. In compliance. '

Inform all park, H.I.P. and other affected City Personnel not to verbally or physically
harass caregivers. In compliance.

Agree to the terms of this agreement for the benefit of the Feral cats at Wilson Park

- and Park Employees. In compliance.

NONCOMPLIANCE WITH TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT WILL RESULT IN ITS
REVOCATION. UPON REVOCATION, THE CITY WILL EXERCISE ITS RIGHT TO
MANAGE THE CAT POPULATION AS IT DETERMINES NECESSARY.

This agreement is revocable by the City at any time and will be reviewed in one year.

Gail S. Morgan Date Gene Barnett Date
Wilson Park Cat Caregiver Rep. Parks and Recreation Director
22034 Normandie Avenue

Torrance, CA 90502



(310) 618-0973
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ATTACHMENT #2

CITY OF TORRANCE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Linda Cessna DATE: 1/24/2007
Patrick Wren - Animal Control

Concerns - Re: Feeding Feral Cats

After discussing the topic of feeding feral cats in our City with the animal control staff,
here is a short list of our concerns.

COMPLAINTS FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS
Residents Southeast of Wilson Park have come to animal control to enlist
assistance to remedy the health issue with the cats. The residents complain to
Animal Control about the cats defecating in their yards and gardens. They have
taken the position that the City needs to step in and “fix” the problem. At this
time Animal Control has nothing that it can offer.

COMPLAINTS FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES NORTH OF PARK
Property Management from the businesses directly North from the Animal
Control Compound have notified Animal Control that the feeders have created a
health issue with the food that is left behind by the feeders as well as the animal
feces that are deposited in garden areas of their businesses. Property Managers
are looking to the City to “fix” the problem. Property Managers has escalated
their concerns to their legal representation. At this time Animal Control has
nothing that it can offer.

THE LITTER NUISANCE LEFT BEHIND BY THE FEEDERS
Animals are being fed via plates, boxes and in some case food being dumped on
the ground. The food that is left behind is now open to predatory animals,
roaches, rats, etc. This creates a tremendous health concern and does not leave
an impressive picture on how our City is maintained.

IMPACT OF FEEDING ON LOCAL WILDLIFE
On a daily basis Animal Control picks up deceased wildlife (skunks, raccoons,
opossum’s) in the very close proximity of feeder locations. Food is left out for
feral cat colonies, the cats do not finish the food and the wildlife usually finishes
what is left behind. They wander onto Madrona, Praririe, 190", Arlington,
Crenshaw, etc. and are struck by vehicles. This is another example of the impact
that feeders have on local wildlife.

TPD-41 (Rev 2/98) 1
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City of Torrance ATTACHMENT #3

FERAL CATS
December, 2006

PRIMARY POINTS
o SAFETY OF RESIDENTS
e RESPONSE TO COMMUNITY IDENTIFIED PROBLEM
e PREVIOUS NEGOTIATED CONTRACT NOT BEING HONORED
« REFERED TO ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION,
FEBRUARY 1, 2007

Several years ago, the City of Torrance developed a program to manage feral cat population, by
implementing a T-N-R Program (trap-neuter-return) to reduce population count, and designated
specific feeding locations (north side of the park & south side of ramp (next to red car).

Because the agreement has not been honored, the city rescinded its agreement effective November
1, 2006.

CURRENT ISSUE

o Concerned caregivers for feral cats (Codelle Perez advocate/feeder) have been
indiscriminately feeding feral cats in various locations besides those specified in a previous
agreement with the City of Torrance.

o This type of feeding is NOT within the Agreement. It also resulted in the park becoming a
depository for more abandoned feral cats, attraction of other feral animals. Excessive
feral animals create an unhealthy presence of feces and fleas, which are harmful to park
visitors and the neighboring community.

o CITY’'S PURPOSE OF ADDRESSING ISSUE ONCE AGAIN
o The presence of harmful matter coming from feral cats and other feral animals raises a
concern for the City whose priority is to ensure the public’s safe and healthy well-
being by ensuring public facilities are safe and promote healthy living for all
members of the community.
o The City also works to employ an approach that treats animals humanely.

» PROPOSED APPROACH

o Introduce a ban on feeding of feral cats to curtail growing population and mitigate harmful
impacts on the community
o What about existing cats?

¢« OTHER OPTIONS
o Refer issue to a Committee of the Council or Commission for review.

C:\DOCUME~1\Icessna\LOCALS~1\Temp\Feral Cats.doc
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City of Torrance

e Background of Issue

@]

In 1999, City staff received complaints about the potential health and safety hazard
resulting from feral cat feces and vomit in and around Wilson Park; such matter also drew
fleas into the area that is frequented by parents and children.

With the public’s safety as a priority and with the humane treatment of feral cats in mind,
City drafted an agreement with feral cat caregivers to carefully manage the existing feral
cat population (hopefully decreasing it in time through adoption) and mitigate its negative
impacts on the community.

The City developed a program to manage feral cat population, by implementing a T-N-R
Program (trap-neuter-return) to reduce population count, and designated specific feeding
locations (north side of the park & south side of ramp (next to red car).

The City’s animal control also works to transport trapped cats to shelters where they are
set up for adoption. Those not fit for adoption are ones being fed continually and causing
the current issue.

With the evidence of non-compliance on certain points of the Agreement by concerned
caregivers, City revoked the agreement as of November 1, 2006.

C:\DOCUME~1\lcessna\LOCALS~1\Temp\Feral Cats.doc
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ATTACHMENT #4

QAPrEss

LAND COMPANY

August 24, 2006

Torrance Animal Control
2200 Jefferson Street
Torrance, CA 90501

RE: Feral Cats
Adjacent to 2255, 2275, 2295 Jefferson Street, Torrance, CA 90501

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing you on behalf of Cypress Southbay, LLC. Cypress Southbay, LLC owns
and manages the properties located at 2255, 2275, and 2295 Jefferson Street in Torrance,
California. It has been brought to our attention by our tenant at this location that there is
a severe issue with feral cats in the area. They have informed us that these cats are being
fed by someone in the community. We investigated this matter further and found house
and food containers set up on the other side of our property line which is public property
(Please see attachment A).

On August 11, 2006 we were faxed a letter by an employee of our tenant at 2295
Jefferson Street. This employee claimed that one of the stray cats had climbed into his
car engine and caused damage to the vehicle. Furthermore, this employee claimed that
the situation caused that employee to be at great risk while driving on the freeway.
(Please see attachment B)

These feral cats have become a hazard and danger to persons and property in the area.
The cause of this problem is from public property. Please take the necessary actions to
get this matter resolved including but not limited to: Taking action against those feeding
the feral cats, considering trapping the said animals, and removing food containers and
their houses that are on public property. If the City of Torrance fails to take action then
they are going to be subject to liability claims for personal injury and for property
damage.

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.

ottt I S04
Matthew K. Doss
Operations Manager

Enclosures

10940 Wilshire Bivd., Suite 1900 + Los Angeles, California 90024-3930 - (310) 208-8077 + FAX (310) 208-8127
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Landlord Supervisor
2255 Jeffcrson Street
Torrance, CA 90501

August 10, 2006

Dear Sir.

Yesterday evening 1 went out to my car and started the engine. ] heard a loud thump
sound when | turned the ignition. | tried to start the engine again and the car started with
no problem. I was driving on the freeway and was at about the Rosecrans exit going west
when another sound came from the engine and my temperature gauge when to the Red
arca.

I pulled off the freeway and was able to find a Chevron station with a mechanic on duty.
He opened my car hood and found that my Serpentine belt had been pulled off the
pulleys. He checked its condition and was not broke or damaged. Upon {urther review he
saw fur and blood in the lower part of the engine compartment. He replaced the belt and
the car started okay. It is still running a liule rough and 1 am taking it to my main
mechanic 1o check it out. The car was running excellent before this occurred.

The mechanic says that a Cat had gotten up into my cngine and that is what knocked my
belt off the pulicys. As it is, this has caused me one and possibly two mechanic expenses
that had nothing to do with my car condition. My regular mechanic can attest to this fact.

The fact is that one of these stray cats at the office complex got up into my engine
compartment and was hurt or killed when | tried to start my car. While this is regretiable.
the real concern for me is that it could have caused and even greater damage to my car or
even myself if an accident had occurred because of this on the freeway.

1 was tald by Bruce Benton (Vice President) that some lady is being allowed to feed the
cats in this area and had permission from the City. This is very dangerous for those ofice
workers who do drive and park their cars in this lot. If this had been worsc, you would
have been getting a call from my lawyer. As it is, I expect that you will see the potential
seriousness of this, and will remove these cats from the property. | also trust that you will

contact the City and this lady and make them awarc of the legal repercussions of their
actions.

] 2255 Jelferson Street, Torrance, CA 90501
Tel {310} 328-8.577 * Nationwide Tout Free 1-800-544-1609 » Fax (310)328-8518
vwwediversiliedimaging.net » email: orders@diversifiedimaging.nel
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You can call me at the office to discuss this in more detail. | do want a response from this
leiter and to know that you are doing what is needed to solve this matter 1o an appropriale
conclusion. We should not have to share our parking lot with 10-20 stray cats that
someone is feeding to keep them in this area.

Please take this matter seriously. Again, | expect a reply ASAP.

Thank you.

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Director of Sales and Marketing

Diversified Imaging Supply 2255 Jefferson Street
Torrance, CA 90501

310-328-8577, ext. 222

Cec: Bruce Benton
Darrell Benton

.02
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ATTACHMENT #5

Fur flies in debate over feral cats |

oday we publish answers to

our Question of the Week.

This week’s question: “Tof-
rance this month will consider a-
ban on feeding feral cats.in'the
city. Is this a good way to protect
public health and safety, or will it
cause undue animal suffering?”

Just what Torrance needs,
another ordinance. Why pun-
ish the cats? Why not the people
who dump their cats in parks and
everywhere else? That would be
an ordinance I would support.

I have been feeding feral cats
now and then for some time and
will continue to do so, ordinance

or not.
— TOM HANDSAKER, Torrance

miwin)
Let’s get rid of the cats first,
then let’s talk. .
. — JOHN BURKE, Gardena

aaag

. No, I don’tagree thatwe

should ban feral ¢cats. Number
one, they're already neutered,
they're being fed and theyire
safe. We're avoiding the real

" issue, and that is the people who

" are irresponsible (by not) having

their pets spayed or neutered or
the people who are dumping the
animals. That's the real problem,

" not the feral cats.

— MELANIE LOLLAR, Torance

a0
A lot of times when you get

rid of a bunch of cats

ouifind
that you're overrun with fodents.
1 don't see-thiat e hurting
anyone, if the' aréfeeding

and I think itswrong for(the:
city) to dothatbecausethey'll do
nothing but euthanize the cats.

-— VONDELL REYNOLDS
San Pedro

oan
A conscientious dog owner
will pick up after his pet. Who
will pick up after 40-plus feral
cats in a public park right next to
a grammar school?

— JAMES LEECH
Torrance

juinis

It is a good thing to protect the
feral cats. If we don'tdoit, we
will be causing undue animal
suffering. Also, it is not the ani-
mals’ fault that they are there. ...
(We) humans-are.dumping these
poor cats there, and they are
having to fend for themselves:
They need to enforce the laws

for people dumping our animals -

and nottake it out on the poor’
animals. It's not theirfauit.

— AUDREY McCABE
Torrance

0aa
What has happened to compas-
sion? Animals, in this case feral
cats, did not ask to be abandoned
and left on their own to fend for

any ¢feeding own,imeand money to spay, neji
‘thein; because T have catsmyself, elp-

. . thernselves: ... What about giv-

- ing a big thaik-you to those ded-
 jcated pecple who sacrifice their

“ter, vaccinate and feed thehelp-
' less cats, who get at least one meal
~everyday?There areso m

pressing problemms — war, poverty,
homelessness, child abuse —so
why should feeding cats be such a
major cause for alarm?

Instead of a law banning cat
feeding, how about a law that
makes it mandatory for an indi-
vidual to spay/neuter their cat
before they can own one, and
shouldn't we at the very least
make it a law to heavily fine those
abusers who are caught “dump-
ing” innocent cats and dogs?

— ANNA NICHOLS, Torance

o000
Absolutely do not feed feral
cats. They are a threat to public
health.
‘ . — PAUL-W. JONES
Lawndale

aoa0 o

This is a deal breaker for (us)
and countless other Torrance’
animal lovers. Any politician
who supports this meastre is not
getting my vote. We are all out-
raged and embarrassed that our
community is so heartless as to
want to ban the feeding of poor,
defenseless animals.

How about asking for the com-
munity’s help to relocate the cats

since developments are displac-
ing them? How about allocat-

- :ing funds to helpwith this situ-
" ation? That I'do not mhind pay-

ing tax dollars for. Buitt6 ban and
then threaten euthanization of
cats that have been living there
for years — unbelievable!

As far as fleas in the area, a
simple concoction of water and
diatomaceous earth (which is
extremely cheap and harmless to
animals and people) sprayed on
the grounds occasionally would
greatly reduce that problem. A
donation of flea treatment sprin-
Kkled into the ferals’ food once
a month would take-care of the
fleas on the cats. There are ways
to work this out.

— SUSIE PARK AND LEO LEE
: Tomance

Joa
Seems to me there are a lot of
cat haters out there. If those were
dogs, nobody would be doing
this. Everybody complainsabout
the cats, and they bury their
feces, so I don’t see where the

big problem there is.’
~~ DOUG MARSTON
. Gardena

000

Perhaps Torrance this month
should consider a banon feeding
the City Council. Or would this
cause undue hwman suffering?

— RITA MADIGAN, San Pedro
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28364 S. Western Ave., Box 359
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 80275
310-784-7134

OFFICE 2= THE
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Torrance City Council Dec. 13, 2006 )
3031 W. Torrance Bivd.
Torrance, Ca, 90505 o

(VR A

Subject - Proposed Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance

%

!

| have read that you have a proposed Cat Ordinance that you are going to be
considering. | want to tell you of the experience we have had with TNR and

with volunteers doing the care. | hope this will help when you are going to make

your decision.

1. Colonies that we have maintained in our areas have decreased once
we take over and do TNR

2. Volunteers watch to see if any cat is ill, if so they trap it and take it to a
vet to have it treated.

3. The cats are fed and they make sure there is no food left after feeding them.

4. They pooper scoop any areas that the cats may have used as a litter areas.
5. Volunteers put down medications to eliminate flea problems in areas where
possible.
6. Charities are limited as to how much money they have and they are limited
on being able to get enough food donated. Most of this is covered by their
own money
If any kittens or cats are dropped off by someone, they are checked

medically , spayed/neutered if not already done Then they are taken to
adoption

~

| find that the people working in Pet Rescue and working with ferals are pretty
high professionals. A great portion are retired persons. We have teachers,
company executives, accountants, engineers, postal employees, and we
have some who currently own businesses, and some housewives.

It takes money to do this type of work.

The problem that we are all looking at is caused by the citizens that move and
leave their pets behind. It is caused by people getting kittens and when they
grow up dump them. People who are not home owners - move to new
apartments and cannot take their pets with them. People getting new partners
and their new partners do not care for cats so kitty gets dumped. People dying
and their relatives open the door and tell the cats to get out. It is caused by
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peopie breeding so that family can experience the life cycle. The biggest cause
is people not spaying and neutering their animals.

What is needed is education to teach people to spay and neuter.
Piease do not stop these feeders from doing what is proper.
If you get rid of the cats - they will be replaced by rats and other animals.

The volunteers are doing the humane thing - these little souls did not ask to be
thrown out like a piece of garbage. If you found a homeless person who was
starving would you not feed him? Yes they all need help. Please do not turn
your backs on homeless animals. Killing them is not the right thing to do.

| think you should post signs in parks and such that make it a crime to drop off
an animal. Make some of these people do volunteer work at a shelter and have
them look in the eyes of these unwanted animals when they are being put down.

If you are going to vote on anything - vote on appropiating some money to be
spent on literature to teach all people to spay and neuter. The other alternative
is to work toward a mandatory spay/neuter law for all pets.

Respectfully

i —r f . ,,—\\ ’,"v‘r
/// Loy /4‘5145/61 (L fa né&j,.-/

Maty Kaleta Oksenkrug
President and Ceo
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December 12. 2006

City of Torrance
City Hall

3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance. CA 90303

Dear Mayor Scotto & City Council Members:

[ recently read an article, “Torrance gears up for catfight over proposed ordinance.” [t
seems that you are considering an ordinance to ban feeding homeless cats in vour
community as a strategy to control their populations.

Feeding bans are generally ineffective when dealing with homeless cats because the
cats don’t simply go away. Attempts to starve out cats only result in continued
reproduction and hungrier and unhealthier animals who are more vulnerable to disease
and severe parasitic infestations. Furthermore, nothing is harder than trying to stop
caring people from putting out food once they know there are cats in need. In addition.
although removing the cats may provide a short-term reduction in their population.
other homeless cats will move 1n to take advantage of the food and shelter. and vou
will be involved in an endless cycle of trapping and euthanizing — which will be costhy

financially and in terms of poor community relationships.

We support managed Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) programs to reduce the numbers of
free-roaming feral cats. Feral cats are unsocialized cats who may be one or more
generations removed from a home environment and may live in a group. or colony. of
similar cats. These cats and their offspring are victims of abandonment, accidental
loss. and failure by owners to sterilize their pets. Lost and abandoned tame strays
should be evaluated for placement in loving homes.

A reduction in the cat population will mean fewer nuisance complaints tabout
overpopulation, fighting, spraying, and roaming) to animal control and cityv officials.
fewer public health risks (bites. rabies), and less predation.

For more information on TNR. please visit our website at www.hsus.ore /furaicats and
the website of Neighborhood Cats at www.neighborhoodcats.org. H 1 can be ot
assistance, please contact me.

Sincerely.

Nancy Peterson

fromotiag the protectinn of & aninnls

2IG0 L Slread, NW Washingian, DU Z0037 » J02-452-1100 » Fax: 202-778-5102 = whwae f
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2006 1:51 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW:

————— Original Message-----

From: Poblasco, Marilyn (Space Technology)
To: Scotto, Frank

Sent: 12/14/2006 7:50 AM

Dear Mayor Scotto,

I'm appalled by the proposed City Ordinance regarding the feeding of feral cats! I not
only voted for you, but alsc campaigned for you as well. BAs I recall you said you would
listen to the people and meets their needs. I would like you to reconsider this issue and
have some compassions for the cats and the people who have been caring for them!

Thank you in advance.

Marilyn Poblasco
Torrance resident
310 782-2280
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Herbers, Sue

From: Witkowsky, Hope

Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2006 11:00 PM
To: ‘Sue Trapp'

Cc: Herbers, Sue

Subject: RE: Ban on Feral Cat Feeding

Dear MS. Trapp:
Thanks you so much for taking the time to send me your views on this problen.

Sincerely,
Councilwoman Hope Witkowsky

————— Original Message-----

From: Sue Trapp

To: fscotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet.conm;
BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com

Sent: 12/15/2006 1:39 BM

Subject: Ban on Feral Cat Feeding

Mayor, Frank Scotto, Tom Brewer, Gene Drevno, Pat McIntyre, Paul M.
Nowatka,
Bill Sutherland, Hope Witkowsky.

You might want to take a look at the options when making your decisions about the cats. A
sensible solution as the one in the news article below is best. When it comes time to
vote, people will remember, the animals are very dear to most people.

Two years ago Torrance officials considered moving the cats at Wilson Park to a more
secluded strip of land in an effort to contain the problem.

Zeitler said that proposal never came to pass.

Thank you,

Susan Trapp

Stay up-to-date with your friends through the Windows Live Spaces friends list.
http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwsp0070000001lmsn/direct/01/?href=http:/
/spaces.live.com/spacesapi.aspx?wx_action=createswx url=/friends.aspx&mk
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 8:22 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: ban to feed feral/stray cats

From: barbara la [mailto:barbara.lashopping@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, December 16, 2006 6:43 PM

To: gbarnett@torrnet.com

Subject: ban to feed feral/stray cats

Dear Mr. Barnett,

please reconsider passing this ban, these animals are harmless and don't deserve this.

Also by approving this measure lots of our beloved pets might get caught in the traps and be seriously
hurt before their owners could do somethig about it.

I don't think it is necessary, people have been feeding the strays and they should be allowed to do so
without fear of breaking the law.

I hope you'll do the right thing and let these animals run free as they should be.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best,

Barbara Kelly

Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around
http://mail.yahoo.com

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 6:55 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Cat feeding ban in Torrance

————— Original Message-----

From: Erendira Cronkhite

To: Scotto, Frank

Sent: 12/12/2006 9:12 AM

Subject: Cat feeding ban in Torrance

As an animal welfare advocate for 14 years now, I implore you strike down this proposition
to ban the feeding of feral and stray cats in Torrance. It is inhumane, morally and
ethically wrong. TNR is the ONLY system that has worked in decreasing the feral cat
population anywhere.

Feral and stray cats whose food source is taken away from them will roam the streets even
more in search for food. Their potential for threatening the safety and health of people
will INCREASE as they become sick and desperate from malnutrition and starvation.

Torrance has the opportunity to spearhead a much needed change in city government
thinking. Rather than implement a starvation plan, why not implement a city backed TNR
program? It will cost the city and taxpayers significantly less in the long run. TNR
absoulutely works and is the only program that decreases the feral cat overpopulation.

Kindly,

Eri Kriteman

VP Operations

Heaven on Earth Society for Animals
www . heavenlypets.org

310-339-2157

Any questions? Get answers on any topic at www.Answers.yahoo.com. Try it now.
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 10:10 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Cats in Torrance

-----Original Message-----

From: Vicky

To: Scotto, Frank; Brewer, Tom; Drevno , Gene; McIntyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul M.;
Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky, Hope; Barnett, Gene

Sent: 12/11/2006 9:53 PM

Subject: Cats in Torrance

Dear Mayor Scotto, Torrance City Council Members and Gene Barnett,

I do not support the proposed ordinance to ban feeding of feral or stray cats in Torrance.
Cats who are used to being fed will wonder outside their usual area to find food causing
problems in those areas. Leaving them to starve is not humane. I think the volunteer
groups have done a wonderful job at trapping, neutering and releasing or adopting but
maybe more needs to be done. The volunteers care about the cats and I would expect that
they would be willing to work with the city to make everyone happier. Torrance has made
progress with the addition of its own animal control offices. This ordinance would be a
step backward. Volunteer efforts have saved all of us money while trapping and
euthanizing would cost much more money. I would prefer to see funds used to educate
residents about responsible pet ownership, including spaying and neutering their animals
and to offer low cost spay and neutering.

Sincerely,
Vicky Sargent

4908 Calle Mayor
Torrance, CA 90505

HM: 310-373-9995

WK: 310-325-5885 (YMCA)
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 8:20 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Feral Cat feeding

From: Noranne777@aol.com [mailto:Noranne777@aol.com]
Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2006 4:38 PM

To: gharnett@torrnet.com

Subject: Feral Cat feeding

| have heard about the ban of feeding poor homeless cats. What are you thinking? Maybe we should take the
attitude of China and just beat the cats to death. We are over run with cats due to our irresponsibility for
abandoning cats and not having them fixed. Why not take the position of spaying and neutering all of the
unwanted cats and eventually that would take care of the problem. | am very saddened by our lack of
compassion to domestic animals. | certainly hope everyone rethinks this and puts their energy in the right place.
Thank you, Noranne Parente

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 8:22 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Feral cat feeding ban

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Gracia Fay Ellwood [mailto:graciafay@mac.com)
Sent: Saturday, December 16, 2006 8:17 PM

To: gbarnett@torrnet.com

Subject: Feral cat feeding ban

Dear Mr. Barnett,

I hope you will speak up against the proposed ban on feeding feral cats. This callous
proposal 1s not the answer to ending the annoyances of mating behavior; rather trap-
neuter-return, which is already being implemented by caring people, 1s the answer. It
leaves the cat ccolonies to dwindle in a natural manner.

We have enough curtailing of our liberties these post-9/11 days to introduce yet another
one.

Sincerely,
Gracia Fay Ellwood, Ph.D.
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Herbers, Sue

From: Witkowsky, Hope

Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2006 11:04 PM
To: ‘mary ramirez "’

Cc: Herbers, Sue

Subject: RE: ferat cat law

Dear Ms. Ramirez
Thanks you sco much for taking the time o send me your views on this problem.

Sincerely,
Councilwoman Hope Witkowsky

————— Original Message-----

From: mary ramirez

To: fscotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet .com; pmcintyre@torrnet.com;
pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com

Sent: 12/15/2006 8:27 PM

Subject: re: feral cat law

To all Torrance city council members,

I am thoroughly disgusted that this hearing would even be up for discussion. I have spent
thousands of dollars of my own money helping feral cats in the community. Have you
considered working with some rescue groups to help take care of whatever problems you feel
may exist?

I know for a fact that rescue groups would help you in finding a solution to work with the
community instead of starving these animals and leaving them to die. I cant believe that
you would even make this a law. it is cruel and inhumane. I am not saying that feral cats
are not a problem I know they can be because I have dealt with large numbers of colony's
getting them spayed/neutered, shots and feeding stations. I sincerely hope you take this
into account of what this could mean to these poor animals. I will continue to feed them
and take care of them.

If that's a crime arrest me.

Thank you for your time,

Mary Ramirez
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Herbers, Sue

From: Nowatka, Paul M.

Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2006 1:18 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: feral cat law

From: mary ramirez [mailto:maryramirez2258@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 8:28 PM

To: Scotto, Frank; Brewer, Tom; Drevno , Gene; McIntyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul M.; Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky,
Hope

Subject: re: feral cat law

To all Torrance city council members,

[ am thoroughly disgusted that this hearing would even be up for discussion. I have spent thousands of
dollars of my own money helping feral cats in the community. Have you considered working with some
rescue groups to help take care of whatever problems you feel may exist? [ know for a fact that rescue
groups would help you in finding a solution to work with the community instead of starving these
animals and leaving them to die. [ cant believe that you would even make this a law. it is cruel and
inhumane. [ am not saying that feral cats are not a problem I know they can be because I have dealt with
large numbers of colony's getting them spayed/neutered, shots and feeding stations. I sincerely hope you
take this into account of what this could mean to these poor animals. I will continue to feed them and
take care of them. If that's a crime arrest me.

Thank you for your time,

Mary Ramirez

No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.5.432 / Virus Database: 268.15.22/590 - Release Date: 12/16/2006 5:39 PM

No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.5.432 / Virus Database: 268.15.22/590 - Release Date: 12/16/2006 5:39 PM
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 8:23 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Feral cats

From: Jeanine Curcione [mailto:iwngit@ca.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 7:06 PM

To: gbarnett@torrnet.com

Subject: Feral cats

| would appreciate it if you did not trap and kill the cats.

Please find an alternative. It is not their fault they are in this position. It is the fault of careless and uncaring
people.

Please don't kill them. 1t won't stop them. They will come back, they will starve and move into neighborhoods
where people live.

Liz Kurtz
L.A. Ca. 90066

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 2:39 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Feral Cats

————— Original Message-----

From: andycat3

To: Scotto, Frank

Cc: lholcombe@jolmgt.com; Brewer, Tom; Drevno , Gene; McIntyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul M.;
Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky, Hope; s@maill.myexcel.com

Sent: 12/13/2006 2:30 PM

Subject: Feral Cats

Dear Mr. Scotto:

I am the Editor of a local magazine called Journal of Longevity and was recently sent
an email informing me of your intention 1) to eliminate feral cat colonies and 2) to
penalize caretakers who would continue to maintain these colonies. I am currently
preparing a series of articles to run in my magazine relative to the elderly among the
caretakers of feral cats - so I have been researching this subject for some time now.

Getting rid of feral cats is not in the best interests of your city.
In fact, your intention strikes me as shortsighted with the potential to put your
community at risk for disease. Cats are not your enemy, rats are.

The population of the Norway rat, a carrier of deadly diseases, which is alive and well
in the greater Los Angeles area, will only stand to gain if cats are eliminated. A case
in point: The cat population had been decimated by mankind during the Middle Ages as a
result of a spreading superstition that cats were evil and instruments of the devil.

The very word, evil, means to destroy. No one better fit the description of evil than the
human beings who were destroying cats during that dark period in history. That decision
to destroy cats had far-reaching consequences that snowballed like an avalanche into the
destruction of human beings. The result: the Black Plague swept through Europe in the
Middle Ages killing 25 million people. It was only when cats were allowed to thrive
again, that the rat population subsided and the Black Plague ended.

Since we get an historical clue as to the role of cats in the Divine Scheme of Life --
and I trust you believe in a Creator -- to presume that you have the right to "get rid" of
God's creatures, is an insult to your Maker. That you know better than God is the height
of arrogance.

I would like to sit down and further discuss this issue with you. I will be giving
you a call in the next few days to followup on speaking with you directly.

Sincerely,

Beverly Berwald
Editor in Chief
Journal of Longevity
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 10:11 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: FERAL CATS

————— Original Message-----
From: bb0é30@earthlink.net
To: Scotto, Frank

Cc: Witkowsky, Hope

Sent: 12/11/2006 4:03 PM
Subject: FERAL CATS

Mayor Scotto

Council members

Gene Barnett

Animal Control
Environmental Dept.
All associated depts.

Friday's Daily Breeze stated we have a feral cat problem and the City Council was going to
address the issue.

I felt all along that the FREE RANGE cats in Torrance were getting a FREE RIDE at the
expense of the tax payers and dog owners.

I have neither a dog or cat.

I strongly feel there should be a fee for owning a cat, especially the free ROAMING.
There should also be a hefty fine for feeding feral cats by anyone that's been cited for
doing so.

Starting at $200.00 for the first offense.

I would consider not charging those cat owners who do not allow their cats to roam free
outside of there homes in the fee.

I've had to deal with cats spraying and feces in our yard every since we bought our house
in 86.

My neighbor currently feeds cats outside her back door and I've been on her case for at
least ten years about it.

The people who own these cats are never around to pick up after them.

any ordnance you can enact regarding cats would be greatly appreciated.

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas because I don't have to be politically correct.
Sincerely,

Charles Boughton

bb0630@earthlink.net <mailto:bb0630@earthlink.net> EarthLink Revolves Around You.
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett Gene

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 1:59 PM

To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Feral Cats - Human Health and Safety Information

From: Salyer, Jean [mailto:jsalyer@amcastle.com]

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 1:07 PM

To: David Young; gbarnett@torrnet.com; fscotto@torrnet.com; tbrewer@torrnet.com; Gdrveno@torrnet.com;
pmcintyre@torrnet.com; Nowatka, Paul M.; bsutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowski@torrnet.com

Cc: Jessica Frohman; lisa_holcombe@hotmail.com; doggilama@aot.com; bill@idausa.org; bberwald@jolmgt.com;
FeralCatCr@aol.com; nancycarr@hallmarkchannel.com

Subject: RE: Feral Cats - Human Health and Safety Information

Hi David,

Thank you for your very touching story about the homeless man, who despite his enormous hardships, has the
charity in his heart to provide for other creatures in need. This is true generosity. | would like to make a donation
to this homeless person if you will tell me how to do this. Maybe others can help out too.

Thanks,

Jean

From: David Young [mailto:davidryoung@linkline.com]

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 11:43 AM

To: Salyer, Jean; gbarnett@torrnet.com; fscotto@torrnet.com; tbrewer@torrnet.com; Gdrveno@torrnet.com;
pmcintyre@torrnet.com; Nowatka, Paul M.; bsutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowski@torrnet.com

Cc: Jessica Frohman; lisa_holcombe@hotmail.com; doggilama@aol.com; bill@idausa.org; bberwald@jolmgt.com;
FeralCatCr@aol.com; nancycarr@hallmarkchannel.com

Subject: RE: Feral Cats - Human Health and Safety Information

This E-mail may contain proprietary information and may be confidential. You are to treat this material
in accordance with your company's confidentiality policies and limit any distribution accordingly. If you
are not the intended recipient of this E-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution
or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in error, please delete it
immediately.

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Mukhim, Ribhalin

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 11:05 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: Feral Cats Comment

Ghassemi:

Comments from citizen regarding feral cats issue via Maximo:
Sent 12/8/06

From:

Maria Ghassemi
19301 Flavian Ave.
Torrance
cadoredme@aocl.com

I was shocked when | read the top page article in the Daily Breeze about the City wanting to stop the feeding of feral cats.
There must be a better, more humane way to deal with the problem. Starving the cats can't possibly be the best solution. |
always thought that Torrance was an animal friendly City, let's not change that!
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Herbers, Sue

From: Witkowsky, Hope

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 12:13 PM
To: ‘Stacy Polk '

Cc: Herbers, Sue

Subject: RE: Feral Cats Letter to Daily Breeze

Thanks for taking the time to share vour views with me.
Councilwoman Hope Witkowsky

————— Original Message-----

From: Stacy Polk

To: elysecatsinc@sbecglobal.net; fscotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com;
Drevno@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet.com; pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com;
hwitkowsky@torrnet.comn; gbarnett@torrnet.com; poohspta@earthlink.net; k.a.m33
@sbcglobal .net; DBrownl888@acl.com; Minimse2@aol.com; PatriciaAcosta@earthlink.net;
adoptpet@cox.net; ajohns3éée@yahoo.com; alison.doolin@ngc.com; amy.matthewsengc.com;
belindaberdes@yahoo.com; Bassgroupy@aol.com; bhill@commercenatbank.com; JBGrammiel
@aol.com; bperryl2@sbcglobal .net; bumpsgallery@comcast.net; carolyncsquare@sbcglobal.net;
cleanjust42day@msn.com; cmnetropole@yahoo.com; Bettyboopcoop@acl.com; FLADARLING@aol.com;
honey-bee@mailcity.com; dadinse@adelphia.net; MittensDaol.com; fixaferalmeow®aim.com;
Fred.White@ngc.com; gbambina@yahoo.com; Teresa.Gilmore@ngc.com; GSmilovitch@winston.com;
jmhermansen@yahoo.com; marionjaikowski@sbcglobal . net; jasminhartmann@juno.com;
jane.prather@ngc.com; joan.page@ngc.com; juliewhite4359@earthlink.net; jvargas@usc.eduy;
karyl.padgetténgc.com; kay.paulino@ngc.com; Kittyaloha@aol.com; ulualcha@hotmail.com;
melyssawenda@earthlink.net; Lesneff@aol.com; PreciousPawsResQ@aol.com;
purrrsona@adelphia.netm; rogerd.mortimer@juno.com; shannajk@yahoo.com;

Stacy Polk@raytheon.com; trapnspay@earthlink.net; marilyn.poblascoe@ngc.com; hattie$0278
@yahoo.com; shannajk@yahoo.com; fastll@comcast.net; tigerldr@charter.net; jcjxo@aol.com;
hanaskids@earthlink.net; joannee@pacifictitlearchives.com; CisForCat90832@yahoo.com;
strear@idtplaw.com; frannief4l6@cox.net

Sent: 12/14/2006 4:39 PM

Subject: Feral Cats Letter to Daily Breeze

I recommend that all of you attend our Torrance City Council meeting this coming Tuesday
night at 7:00. If this passes, it will pass in other cities as well affecting all of us.

Stacy

My Letter To The Editor of the Daily Breeze:

In response to your article of 12/11, (Torrance Catfight Over Proposed Ordinance), Animal
Control has an arrogant short-sighted attitude towards a "companion" species of animal
that's being blamed for human irresponsibility! The problem isn't with cat caretakers, but
with pet owners whose unneutered cats are abandoned or allowed to roam! The caretakers are
simply trying to care for these cats that end up in desperate conditions in an attempt to
ease their suffering.

Feral (wild) cats reduce rodent numbers who "aspire" to live in our cupboards and garages.
Feral cats do not. L.A. County has a rodent problem with them carrying the Hantavirus
that spreads to humans from their droppings, whereas cat diseases are not transferrable to
humans and those that are rarely, if ever, do because it's too hard to make contact with
them. When "neutered", cats also get rabies and FVRCP shots, and then stay close to food
sources and small shelters if provided. They no longer fight, spray urine, or wander.

Feral cat caretakers' provide fresh food and water daily to help prevent foraging in
neighboring dumpsters, trash cans and backyards. We remove dead carcasses from car

1
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injuries and illnesses, medically treating those we can with no financial support. We
don't stop at helping cats, but come to the aid of any animal when the need arises, which
helps Animal Control.

Pet owners let their cats run amok, without spaving and neutering, or cruelly dump them
like last night's leftovers. They don't get their cats the necessary shots required to
keep them healthy either, leaving caretakers to do it.

I recommend that Torrance Animal Control act like the animal advocates they espouse and
work WITH caretakers in an innovative and progressive manner.

Like the City of L.A., Torrance needs to pass a microchip ordinance and non-breeding
ordinance that fines OWNERS who "lose" their pets or allows them to reproduce. Torrance
needs to get their heads out of their............. uh........... litter boxes........... and
get creative and productive. Let's talk!!

Stacy Polk,
hbandoned Cat Caretaker?
Hawthorne, CA.
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2006 1:.07 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance

From: Anne [mailto:anne@scottmgmt.com)

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2006 10:28 AM

To: fscotto@TORRNET.COM; TBrewer@TORRNET.COM; GDrevno@TORRNET.COM; pmcintyre@TORRNET.COM
Cc: gbarnett@TORRNET.COM; pmnowatka@TORRNET.COM; BSutherland@TORRNET.COM;

hwitkowsky @TORRNET.COM

Subject: FW: Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance

Subject: Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance

Dear Mr. Barnett,

I will not be able to attend the December 19™ city council meeting, however,
I would like to respond to the Proposed Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance.

I believe this ordinance is very inhumane to the animals involved.

PETA should be involved to help remedy this situation.

The problem starts with the irresponsible pet owners who dump their unwanted pets
at the park & those who let their animals roam vs. keeping them indoors like
responsible owners should.

Many people with warm hearts go out of their way to help these stray & abandoned
animals without incurring costs to the city. These loving people devote their time, energy
and money to feed these abandoned animals.

The issue should be to STOP people from dumping these cats at the park vs.
penalizing the kind folks who feed them or penalizing the innocent animals involved.
I think a fine should be imposed to those who desert their animals on city property.

If the City of Torrance had a "no-kill” shelter for unwanted pets then maybe

this problem would not exist or be as problematic. Other cities have “no-kill” shelters.
Why doesn't Torrance?

If we do have one, nobody seems to know about it. The public should be made aware
that they have options vs. discarding animals on city property.

12/18/2006
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I know that most people don't want to drop their unwanted pets at the Animal Control
or Humane Society because they believe they will be euthanized immediately or shortly
thereafter, with no reasonable chance to be adopted or survive. In their minds, dumping
them would allow a slim chance, but a chance for survival.

The Humane Society should set up a "no-kill” policy or a separate sheiter.
I am sure many residents of Torrance would gladly donate to such an institution.

Someone has to protect, care and speak on behalf of these poor animals.

It is very cruel & mean to propose such an ordinance. I believe it is cruelty to animals
and isn't there laws against that?

Please reconsider and give the animals a fighting chance for survival.
Sincerely,

Anne Hauck,
Resident of Torrance 90504

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 818 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Food for Stray Animals/Compassion/Humanity

From: Nancy Love [mailto:wordartist111@yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2006 10:45 PM

To: fcotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet.com;
pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com; Meegen.Murray@sen.ca.gov;
gbarnett@torrnet.com; governor@governor.ca.gov; mayordaniel@gmail.com; senator@feinstein.senate.gov;
Senator.Poochigian@sen.ca.gov; Senator.Escutia@sen.ca.gov; Senator.Dutton@sen.ca.gov;
Senator.ashburn@sen.ca.gov; senator.alquist@sen.ca.gov; senator.aanestad@sen.ca.gov

Subject: Food for Stray Animals/Compassion/Humanity

RE: The upcoming decision in Torrance regarding feral cat feeding

Hello:

[ am sending you this letter because I believe you will act immediately to intervene in this matter in a
compassionate way. I URGE you to do whatever you can to prevent citizens in Torrance from
ending the benevolent feeding programs.

[ know of several very successful spay/neuter/release programs in LA--run by churches and private

I came to LA only two years ago, and certainly one of the things that has impressed me greatly is the
extent to which Los Angeles citizens endeavor to solve our treatment of animal/humane issues with
compassion. Do you realize that the new animal shelter system director is trying to make OURS the first
no-kill major metropolitan shelter system in the US?

I've waited for that kind of good news for years, and to hear it from a civic leader in the town I have so
recently chosen to make my own gives me new pride in my good judgment.

So this situation in Torrance is both shocking and out of character with the city as a whole. One of our
most successful treatments in the humane consideration of the animals with whom we share our urban
environment has been the neuter-and-release feral program.

Please do what you can do, and quickly, to intervenec in this matter. You can prevent pain and
suffering,

Hunger of any sort should be unnecessary on this planet. We know that. Let's show it.

Sincerely,
Nancy Love
310-395-9569
PO Box 115

12/18/2006



Herbers, Sue

From: Drevno , Gene

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 3:43 PM
To: jane garrison

Cc: Herbers, Sue

Subject: RE: ordinance

————— Original Message-----

From: jane garrison [mailto:janegarrison@comcast.net)

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 12:41 PM

To: fcotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet‘com;
pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky®@torrnet.com;
Meegen.Murray@sen.ca.gov; gbarnett@torrnet.com; governor@governor.ca.gov;
mayordaniel@gmail.com; senator@feinstein.senate.gov; Senator.Poochigian@sen.ca.gov;
Senator.Escutia@sen.ca.gov,; Senator.Dutton@sen.ca.gov; Senator.ashburn@sen.ca.gov;
senator.alquist@sen.ca.gov; senator.aanestad@sen.ca.gov

Subject: ordinance

I am a resident of the South Bay and reside at 627 S. Catalina. I urge you to not pass an

ordinance to prohibit the feeding of stray animals. What is it you are trying to achieve

through this ordinance? Perhaps I can find a solution to the problem you are having. I led
the animal rescue in New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina and have years of experience

dealing with stray animals. Please let me know if I can be of assistance.

Jane Garrison
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 10:11 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: OUTRAGED!

————— Original Message-----
From: Mymimi774@aocl.com
To: Scotto, Frank

Sent: 12/09/2006 5:59 AM
Subject: OUTRAGED!

Dear Mr. Mayor: My husband and I and members of our cat fancy group are OUTRAGED that
Torrance 1is going to prohibit the feeding of feral cats!
What i1s suppose to happen to these cats? Are they just going to vanish into thin air? We

are proposing a petition to send to your fair city against this! We wanted you to know
that your bad decision is reaching far and wide on the internet..... We live in Greeley
Colorado and have heard from other cities much farther east! Please step up to the plate

and stop this insanity before the name of Torrance is on everyones lips!

M. Ferguson
mymimi774@aol.com
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 8:23 AM

To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Please don't allow them to starve the feral cats of Torrence!

‘‘‘‘‘ Original Message-----

From: Antiquarian Fossils [mailto:toadhallhg@sbeglobal.net]

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 8:32 PM

To: governor@governor.ca.gov

Cc: fcotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet.com;
pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com;
Meegen.Murray@sen.ca.gov; gbarnett@torrnet.com; governor@governor.ca.gov;
mayordaniel@gmail.com; senator@feinstein.senate.gov; Senator.Poochigian@sen.ca.gov;
Senator.Escutia@sen.ca.gov; Senator.Dutton@sen.ca.gov; Senator.ashburn@sen.ca.gov;
senator.alguist@sen.ca.gov; senator.aanestad@sen.ca.gov

Subject: Please don't allow them to starve the feral cats of Torrence!

You should ban BREEDERS, not the feeders of the feral cats! You will put a quick end to
the people who are breeding cats when their neighbors turn them in!

How many cats are you prepared to KILL BY STARVATION? Don't you think you are mexrely
putting a band-aid on this situation instead of getting to the core of it all by passing a
law that people caught breeding will pay a fine and institute a steep fine for doing this?
Believe me there will be tons of whistle blowers on these insensitive and greedy breeders,
and it will then be so easy to track them down, get the funds and get these poor
defenseless creatures spayed and neutered instead of inflicting even more pain and
suffering. .

Please reconsider

Steven Gagnon
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene
Sent: Thursday. December 14, 2006 1.04 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Please reconsider banning feral cat feeding

From: Jake Kuramoto [mailto:jkuramot@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2006 12:47 PM

To: jkuramot@yahoo.com

Subject: Please reconsider banning feral cat feeding

As an animal lover and active TNR volunteer, [ urge you to reconsider banning the feeding of feral cat
colonies on City of Torrance property. Please do not prevent the people who care for these cats from
helping them.

As a taxpayer, [ urge you to consider the fiscal and political ramifications of the plan.

1) The additional cost of enforcing violations in man hours outweigh the fiduciary gains of enforcement,
i.e. the cost of enforcement is greater than the revenue generated by fines and the loss of revenue from
enforcing the existing codes. Torrance peace offices should be keeping the community safe from
dangerous felons.

2) An equivalent amount of funds added to the TNR eftorts of Torrance animal shelters would produce
much more effective, long-term results. Most feral cats in the areas in question have been sterilized.
Unsterilized cats are introduced by pet owners who are often financially unable to afford the sterilization
cost. Funding the TNR efforts of the city shelters would yield long-term results because it a) reduces the
kitten population and b) encourages ownership over dumping. It is also a popular way to appeal to
voters.

3) Removing the food source from a feral cat colony forces it to search for alternate food sources. Thus,
adjoining neighborhoods will be overrun with cats, putting local pets in danger and frustrating the
neighborhood population. This results in higher complaints, additional burden on law enforcement, and
unhappy voters.

4) Trapping and removing a feral cat colony opens a vacuum which will be filled by other feral cats or
by other pests like pigeons and rats. Theretfore the cost of trapping and removing exceeds the benefit,
which is nullified by either more cats or more rats and birds. Again, cost exceeds benefit, producing
unhappy voters.

5) Trapping and euthanizing has the same effect as 5, with the added burden on the city shelters.
Euthanizing animals is not free, so again, cost exceeds benefits, producing unhappy constituents and
outraged animal rights groups.

Please use whatever reason you prefer to vote against this proposal. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Jake Kuramoto

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Nowatka, Paul M.

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 4:41 PM

To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Phone Messages - 12/11/06

From: Werner, Margie

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2006 3:20 PM

To: Brewer, Tom; Brewer, Tom; Mclntyre, Pat; McIntyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul; Nowatka, Paul; Scotto, Frank; Suthertand, Bilf:
Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky, Hope; Witkowsky, Hope

Subject: Phone Messages - 12/11/06

Roger Hernandez from LA Homeles Authority phoned so that you are aware of two meetings that will be held to discuss
getting a homeless count in city limits:

Tuesday, December 12 or Wednesday, December 13 from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at 453 S. Spring Street, LA 90013, For
further information, Mr. Hernandez can be reached at 213-225-6574.

Tina Lestelle phoned to tell you that she is against the proposed ordinance prohibiting the feeding of feral cats. Ms.
Lestelle would like to talk to you about this and about abandonment of animals. Ms. Lestelle can be reached at
310-539-7890.

Margie Werner

Staff Assistant

Mayor and City Council

City of Torrance

3031 Torrance Boulevard

Torrance, CA 90503

PH: 310-618-2801

FAX: 310-618-5841

Email Address: mwerner@torrnet.com

Starting July 26, 2006, it will be mandatory to dial 1 + area code + telephone number to complete all landline calls within
the 310 area code (1 is optional on cellular calls). Be sure to add the 310 area code to all pre-programmed devices and
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Everyone is raving about the all-new Yahoo! Mail beta.

12/18/2006



C-50
Page 1 of 2

Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 11:36 AM

To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Proposed Ban on Feeding Feral/Stray Cats in Torrance

From: mrich1118@aol.com [mailto:mrich1118@aol.com]

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 10:55 AM

To: fscotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet.com;
pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com; gbarnett@torrnet.com
Subject: Proposed Ban on Feeding Feral/Stray Cats in Torrance

[ write to you concerning the proposed ordinance against feral/stray cats. Through no intention of their
own, but rather, through human negligence, these are adults and kittens without safe homes who have
come to depend on the kind commitment of humans. An ordinance that bans caring for these animals
represents utter condonement of negligence and ignorance. I ask you to ask yourselves what exactly
will happen to these animals if a ban on feeding (caring) is passed?

There exists a technique called Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR). If the City were to commit to TNR rather
than Eradication, it would demonstrate how powerful are the forces of generosity and ingenuity.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration,
Marcie Rich
West Los Angeles Trap Depot Operator

Feral Cat Alliance
Los Angeles, CA

12/18/2006
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[ believe it is the lesson of the feral cat experience not to squelch the generous instinct we humans
possess, but to take full responsibility for our behavior and to be guided by generosity.

Check out the new AQL. Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 10:11 AM
To: Herbers, Sue
Subject: FW: Proposed Ban on Feral Cat Feeding

————— Original Message-----

From: Salyer, Jean

To: Barnett, Gene; Scotto, Frank; Brewer, Tom; Gdrveno®Qtorrnet.com; McIntyre, Pat;
Nowatka, Paul M.; Sutherland, Bill; hwitkowski@torrnet.com

Cc: lisa_holcombe@hotmail.com; doggilama®@aocl.com; alleycatallies@alleycat.org
Sent: 12/11/2006 5:18 PM

Subject: Proposed Ban on Feral Cat Feeding

I learned that the City of Torrance is considering a ban on feeding feral cats and I would
like to offer my comments on this proposal:

Leaving cats with no source of food or water is an act of cruelty.
Hunger and thirst drive these helpless creatures into taking risks in a desperate search
for food and shelter; they cross busy streets and are run over by cars; they become weak
and are attacked by other animals and cruel humans; they are more susceptible to
illness.

I am at a loss to understand why feral cats are considered a threat to

human health and safety. This bit of folklore is unsubstantiated by

any scientific evidence. Feral cats do not attack people; feral cats do not transmit
disease except in exceedingly rare cases such as toxoplasmosis. This condition is easily
avoided by refraining from

ingesting feline fecal matter. The real reason for a ban on feeding

feral cats is that there are people who hate cats for no particular reason. These
innocent creatures cannot speak for themselves and make an easy target for anyone who
wants an outlet for their hatred.

When one considers the real threats to human health and safety-- c¢rime, auto accidents,
work accidents, war, human-to-human disease transmittal, environmental health threats,
alcohel, drugs and tobacco--the risk from feral cats is infinitesimal.

I would ask the person(s) who are calling for a ban on feral cat feeding to consider that
when we live in urban areas we need to develop a degree of tolerance and acceptance of
situations that may not please us, Stop picking on cats. They are where they are only
because someone at

some time breached his/her responsibility to care for them.

I urge that the city officials of Torrance take a strong stand in favor of feral cats and
the people who care for them. Instead of a ban on feral cat feeding why not look for
humane and progressive alternatives?

Financial aid to feral cat caregivers would go a long way toward helping spay/neuter
efforts. How about establishing a safe location on some vacant city property? Or, at the
very least, leave the cats alone and let their generous and selfless caregivers provide
for the welfare of these unfortunate animals.

In closing I ask that each of you reflect for a moment on the worst experiences of your
own lives: perhaps it was physical or emotional pain or a loss of someone or something
very important to you. Know that great suffering is in store for these animals if a ban
on feral cat feeding is imposed. Please don't let this happen to them. They did
nothing to deserve it.

Sincerely,

Jean Salyer
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This E-maill may ccntain proprietary information and may be confidential.

You are to treat this material in accordance with your company's confidentiality pclicies
and limit any distribution accordingly. If you are not the intended recipient of this E-
mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying cof this
message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message in error, please delete it
immediately.
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 10:10 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: proposed cat ordinance

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Danny Rodriguez

To: Barnett, Gene; Scotto, Frank; Brewer, Tom; Drevno , Gene; McIntyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul
M.; Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky, Hope

Sent: 12/12/2006 6:35 AM

Subject: proposed cat ordinance

There has been great efforts on the part of tax paying private citizens like myself to
spay and neuter the stray cats.

These cats are healthy because of the efforts of such groups like TLC adoptions. I know
in my area, TLC adoptions have been instrumental in helping me trap, spay and keep these
animals healthy. The cat population is under control in my area due to our combined
efforts.

When T moved into my house 5 years ago, I had no idea that there was such huge number of

stray cats. But, now the numbers had been drastically cut down. We have worked very hard
to cut down on the numbers of kittens born. These animals are healthy and not spreading
diseases.

I feel very bad that such efforts are being made by the City of Torrance to destroy these
gentle creatures. I believe your efforts and my tax dollar are better utilized in
repairing and maintaining the schools. My daughter attends Torrance High and I am
appalled at the condition of the restrooms in the main gym. Now that is what gets my
attention... not destroying cats that have been cared for by local cat adoption agencies
and private citizens.

Please reconsider this.. I feel this would be barbaric and inhuman. I will be attending
this meeting with the hopes of getting rid of this ordinance.

A very concerned tax-paying citizen,

Deborah J. Rodriguez
1734 Watson Ave
Torrance, cA S0501
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 6:55 AM
To: Herbers, Sue
Subject: FW: Proposed Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance

AAAAA Original Message-----

From: JonsMaryl®@aocl.com

To: Scotto, Frank

Cc: letters@dailybreeze.com

Sent: 12/12/2006 8:06 PM

Subject: Proposed Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance

Dear Mayor Scotto and Council Menmbers;

I am writing in response to the proposal that is set to be discussed concerning the
Feral/Stray Cats. I do not usually write on issues, but because of the topic and out of
respect for a friend, that has worked very hard on making sure that the Stray Cats that
encompass the area around her home are caught, seen by a vet and then spayed, I felt the
need to forward a concerned letter to all of you.

The cat my family currently has is an offspring from a mother Feral cat that was hanging
out near my friends home, across from Torrance High

School. When the kittens were old enough to be taken away from their

mother, she took them to a vet, had them checked out, caught the mother and had her
spayed, and then placed the kittens in loving homes, such as ours. I don't know what our
lives would be like if we didn't have him in our family. My friend has gone on to take
the same steps and has lowered the number of cats in the area where she lives. She, on
her own, has fed them, captured them when they have been sick or has taken care of them as
best she could, captured young, new ones and had them spayed as well.

Not only near her home, but at Wilson Park as well, I have noticed the number of Cats have
dropped considerably since citizens, that care about these animals, have taken it upon
themselves to feed, nurture and care for them. They do so without asking for any help,
without preaching to anyone. They pay for services when they aren't provided on a
volunteer basis, and they pay for food out of their own pockets.

With all the issues that Torrance as a City faces, this isn't one that should be at the
"top" of the agenda. How about our schools? Just because a measure hasn't been past, why
aren't the school provided some extra TLC, instead of the money going towards hiring
additional personnel or even the cost of taking care of the problem of stray and feral
cats.

We have classrooms that present a health risk because they are so old, paint is peeling,
or the students are forced to be in bungalows. What about Hull Middle School? What about
Torrance High School? How about Fern Elementary? The 4th and 5th graders at this school
have their recess in an unsecured area. They play on the large green field infront

of their "classrooms", without a fence around them. A couple of years

ago the concern of no fence was escalated after a person with a mental condition,
threatened children at a preschool, behind the bunglaows at Greenwood Park, where the Fern
4th and 5th graders are at. This same person, was confronted numerous times by the Police
Department, for yelling and threatening the students from Fern at that site during their
recess and PE time.

With all the issues that need to be addressed, you must agree that the current situation
with the cats is in no way a 'priority' or a true

'"threat!'. I would love to open the Daily Breeze and see that the
council has begun the process of refurbishing the schools, not that we are having a
'meeting’ to discuss cats. There goes some more wasted time and money. I know your time

is as precious as everyone else's, so I ask that you redirect the emphasis on what to do
with some cats and maybe put the energy and money into our future; the great kids of the

1
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award winning, Torrance Unified School District!!
in advance, for taking the time to read my letter. I hope that it

Mary Gomez
(Born and raised in Torrance and continuing the tradition with my children! !}

has made a

Torrance
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Herbers, Sue

From: Witkowsky, Hope

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 12:19 PM

To: "Julia Conrow '

Cc: Herbers, Sue

Subject: RE: Proposed ordinance to ban the feeding of feral/stray cats

Thanks for taking the time to share your views with me.
Councilwoman Hope Witkowsky
~~~~~ Original Message-----
From: Julia Conrow
To: hwitkowsky@torrnet.com
Sent: 12/14/2006 6:56 PM
Subject: Proposed ordinance to ban the feeding of feral/stray cats
Dear Ms. Witkowsky,
I would like to voice my opposition to the proposed ordinance to ban the
feeding of any feral/stray cat in the city of Torrance.
I am a Torrance resident and have been providing food and water to feral
cats for the past 4 years. These cats have been maintained with a TNR (Trap, Neuter,
Return/Adopted out) program so, rather than proliferating, the population has actually
declined.
After consulting with fellow animal lovers and feral cat caretakers, I have come to the
conclusion that the proposed ordinance would not only be inhumane, but also seems unlikely
to accomplish the goals it intends to achieve.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
Julia Honda Conrow

WIN up to $10,000 in cash or prizes — enter the Microsoft Office Live Sweepstakes
http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/aub0050001581mrt /direct/01/
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene
Sent: Friday, December 15. 2006 2:07 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: PS.READ THIS..... URGENT! READ! Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled-Torrance CA-
PLEASE HELP!

From: rayofjoy@aol.com [mailto:rayofjoy@aol.com]

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 11:23 AM

To: rayofjoy@aol.com

Cc: feotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet.com;
pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com; Meegen.Murray@sen.ca.gov;
gbarnett@torrnet.com; governor@governor.ca.gov; mayordaniel@gmail.com; senator@feinstein.senate.gov;
Senator.Poochigian@sen.ca.gov; Senator.Escutia@sen.ca.gov; Senator.Dutton@sen.ca.gov;
Senator.ashburn@sen.ca.gov; senator.alquist@sen.ca.gov; senator.aanestad@sen.ca.gov

Subject: PS..READ THIS..... URGENT! READ! Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled-Torrance CA-PLEASE HELP!

I forgot to give you the statistics as to the amount of feral cats you will be starving to death:

One female cat and her mate; by producing just 2.8 surviving kittens will have:
in 1 year 12 cats

in 2 years 67 cats

in 3 years 376 cats

in 4 years 2,107 cats

in Syears 11,801 cats

in 6 years 66,088 cats

in 7 years 370,092 cats

in 8 years 2,072.514 cats

in 9 years 11,606.077 cats

How many cats are you prepared to KILL BY STARVATION? Don't you think you are merely
putting a band-aid on this situation instead of getting to the core of it all by passing a law that
people caught breeding will pay a fine and institute a steep fine for doing this? Believe me there
will be tons of whistle blowers on these insensitive and greedy breeders, and it will then be so easy
to track them down, get the funds and get these poor defenseless creatures spayed and neutered
instead of inflicting even more pain and suffering..

Please reconsider!

Joy Ray
RAYning Catts 'N Doggs

----- Original Message-----
From: rayofjoy@aol.com
To: Rayofjoy@aol.com

12/18/2006
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Cc: feotto@tormet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno/@tormet.com; pmeintyre/torrmnet.com;
pmnowatka‘@torrnet.com; BSutherland @torrnet.com; hwitkowsky/@torrnet.com;
Meegen.Murray‘@sen.ca.gov; gbarnettz torrnet.com; governor@governor.ca.gov;
mayordaniel‘@gmail.com: senator@feinstein.senate.gov; Senator.Poochigian@sen.ca.gov;
Senator.Escutia/gsen.ca.gov; Senator.Dutton/@sen.ca.gov; Senator.ashburn@sen.ca.gov;
senator.alquist@sen.ca.gov; senator.aanestad/@sen.ca.gov

Sent: Fri, 15 Dec 2006 11:06 AM

Subject: URGENT! READ! Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled-Torrance CA-PLEASE HELP!

To All you Officials,

I write you this on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of Animal Activists in
California and plead with you not to even consider this extremely inhumane ordinance
to ban the feeding of God's precious creatures! Isn't there enough harm that has come
to them already because of man's total disregard and inhumanity? Wouldn't it be far
better to create a policy to get ALL the dogs and cats spayed and neutered, and FINE
the people who selfishly breed for greed? The funds collected could be used to install
such a spay and neuter program, thus prevent the birth of unwanted dogs and cats
instead of contributing even more to their misery by starvation. Haven't they suffered
by the hands of insensitive individuals enough already?

I beg you on behalf of hundreds of thousands of other concerned citizens to put an end
to this unconscionable ordinance.

Joy Ray, RAYning Catts N Doggs

----- Original Message-----

From: dogfishdonna(@earthlink.net

To: dogfishdonna@earthlink.net

Sent: Fri, 15 Dec 2006 10:43 AM

Subject: Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled-Torrance CA-PLEASE HELP!

*** Together we can turn the tide! We really can live side - by - side with animals (domestic and wild),
I don't know about you but I do it every day. I'm sure the Mayor of Torrance can be shown how to find
a way!

On December 19, 2006, a proposed city ordinance to ban the feeding of any feral/stray cat in the city of Torrance is scheduled for the ity council’s consideration.
This will affect every leral/stray cat currently being fed, including the cats that are maintained with a TNR (trap, neuter, return/adopted out) program, on any
land owned by the city of Torrance.

If passed, it will also pave the way for other cities to follow suit

This will potentially put any outdoor cat — owned or not — at risk,
The agenda of city council meetings are subject to change up until two days prior to the meeting. Please check this link and go to the date of December 16th and then

00 to the "Hearings" section to see if this proposal is on the agenda for that day
htp/nvwv.crtorrance.ca.us/11942 him

Your attendance and support at this meeting will be crucial to the outcome of this proposed ordinance, as will your letters/emails sent to the officials listed at the
bottorn of this page prior to the meeting

Plcase remember that in any form of correspondence, our voices will be heard much clearer 1f the dialogue is delivered in a polite and succinct manner.

Some of you may have seen the recent Daily Breeze article (Friday Dec. 9, 2006) covering this proposed ordinance.
hup Awww. dailybreeze. com/news:articles’486274 | html?showAll==y&c=y

Please noie the following quote from Community Services Director Gene Barnett taken from the Daily Breeze article which shows that the consequences of the
passage of this ordinance do not appear to be well-thought out
"Our long-term intention 15 certainly not to cuthanize, but our long-term intention 1s to ensure we have the public's health and safety as a prionity and we somehow get

12/18/2006
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under control the abundance of feral cats that populate that park and the surrounding area,” he said. "What mechanisms are undertaken to do that | couldn't tell vou "
As the article points, the city of Torrance is looking to pass an ordinance to make it unlawful to feed feral'stray cats  Our question to the city officials 's "what do
you now expect these animals to do?"

Common sense dictates that one of three inhumane scenarios will result from the passing of this ordinance

1) The cats will simply starve to death.

2) The hungry and bewildered frightened cats will start migrating from their known and controlled environment to other neighboring areas, roaming the streets
looking for food with the result that many will be hit by cars or encounter other perils in their quest for survival {Keep in mind that the majority of these cats have
already been trapped (TNRdj and will most likely not re-enter a trap. Thev will then start 1o search for a source of food )

3y City employees or pest exterminators will trap them for the purpose of euthanasia which will be extremely costly to the taxpayer

As stated above, mostof the colonies targeted for these potential fates have been managed with an aggressive TNR program A great deal of private funding
and donated time has been - and continues to be -spent on colony maintenance

Also bear in mind that If the city decides 1o start trapping and euthamzing these feral’stray cats, many owned pets will be caught in the round-up resulung in their death
if their owners do not find them at the county shelter in time

We thank you for vour support and appreciate vour time laken to contact the city officials

Mary Zeitler, President TLC Adoptions, Inc
PO Box 1338

Torrance, CA 90505
(310) 373-1585

Debra Corwin, President Purrfect Partners, Inc
PO Box 168

Redondo Beach, CA 90277

(310) 370-0526

Contact information for city officials is as follows:
Community Services Director:

Gene Barnett

gbarnett(@torrnet.com
(310) 618-2939
Fax (310) 781-7502

Torrance city council members:
Mayor, Frank Scotto, fscotto@torrnet.com

Tom Brewer, TBrewer(@torrnet.com

Gene Drevno, GDrevno@torrnet.com

Pat Mclntyre, pmcintyre(@torrnet.com

Paul M. Nowatka, pmnowatka@torrnet.com

Bill Sutherland, BSutherland@torrnet.com

Hope Witkowsky, hwitkowsky@torrnet.com

12/18/2006
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Torrance Animal Control:

Patrick Wren
(310) 618-3850

Thank you so much!

RE: Ban on Feral Cat FFeeding - Proposed Ordinance for Torrance,
California

From Jo of www.PurrfectPartners.com

"Hi David, Thanks for sending these e-mails regarding the Feral Cat feeding
ban. Word from Debra as of yesterday is that the Mayor wants the cats
removed, period, end of story. They don't seem to be getting anywhere with
this. It is bad news, because Debra says once Torrance adopts this

ordinance, the other neiboring cities will follow. It is going to affect so
many cats. It so sad." --- Jo

The other issue for us caretakers is we will either have to comply OR face
fines and being arrested for trespassing (which they said they will enforce)
that of course puts our own pets and fosters in jeopardy. So we will be

forced to comply and watch the suffering. As caretakers, even though we
never get to hold them and pet them, we still watch their playfulness, we
have a bond and now we will have to be party to this betrayal. Our only hope
is that there is enough public outcry and bad press for the Mayor that he is
forced to surrender. -- David

I spoke to our district office about this and forwarded this information
to the Senator and Assemblymember that has Torrance in their district.
Thanks for this information and I hope to hear that Torrance does NOT
adopt this awful ordinance. Thank you.

Meegen Murray

Legislative Assistant

Senator Alan Lowenthal, District 27
Ph: 916-651-4027

Fax: 916-327-9113

12/18/2006
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Meegen. Murraysen.ca.gov

My friend sent this to me about an effort by the city of Torrance, California to
make feeding feral cats illegal. This is a huge step backward. In the

attachment you'll find key people within the city to contact. If you

have a moment please let them know this is WRONG. If Torrance is able to pass
such an ordinance, [ believe other cities like Long Beach will follow suit.

The local paper is the Daily Breeze.

Check out the new AOL. Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Nowatka, Paul M.

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 4:32 PM

To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Request for Meeting - Debra Corwin

From: Werner, Margie

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 8:40 AM

To: Brewer, Tom; Brewer, Tom; Mclntyre, Pat; Mcintyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul; Nowatka, Paul; Scotto, Frank; Sutherland, Bill;
Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky, Hope; Witkowsky, Hope

Subject: Request for Meeting - Debra Corwin

Debra Corwin of non-profit Purrfect Partners, and Mary Zitler of TLC, would like to meet with the Council prior to the 12/19
meeting to discuss alternate solutions for the feral cats at Wilson Park. Dates and times available?

Margie Werner

Staff Assistant

Mayor and City Council

City of Torrance

3031 Torrance Boulevard

Torrance, CA 90503

PH: 310-618-2801

FAX: 310-618-5841

Email Address: mwerner@torrnet.com

Starting July 26, 2006, it will be mandatory to dial 1 + area code + telephone number to complete all landline calls within
the 310 area code (1 is optional on cellular calls). Be sure to add the 310 area code to all pre-programmed devices and
printed materials. For more information, visit www.cpuc.ca .gov.
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 2:39 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: the torrance feral cats

————— Original Message-----

From: Elyse Mayberry

To: Barnett, Gene

Cc: Scotto, Frank

Sent: 12/13/2006 1:42 PM
Subject: the torrance feral cats

You probably don 't "care" that the feeders of the ferals have been "caretakers" of the
abandoned cats in Torrance. Cats that your own tax-paying citizens have failed to spay or
neuter and then simply abandoned by choice or just moved away.

You should, however, CARE that Torrance, as well as all of Los Angeles, has a very SERIOUS
RAT PROBLEM

These cats, the very ones you , in your ignorance intend to destroy, are the unpaid Legal
Workers in your commun ity. They aren 't just standing around looking for a handout, they
are busy protecting your residents from the fatal HANTA VIRUS!

Check with the Center for Disease Control, who sent out warnings several years ago, and
had even the Health department of Los Angeles recommend keeping a cat on the premises.
The rat is the culprit. It has been called THE LAPDOG OF THE DEVIL. iT SURVIVED THE ATOMIC
BLAST OF THE PACIFIC. drop it out of a 10 story building an d it will leap up and scamper
away. In a toilet? It will swim for 3 days and still survive.

Poisons for rats kill birds and pets. But the cat knows his job an d does it. They won't
eat the rat because they kniow it 1is a filthy creature.

So 1f you kill these cats, and the rats move in , your gardeners with their blowers will
turn the droppings in to dust and you who inhale that dust will DIE!

100K UP AT THE TELEPHONE WIRES AT NIGHT. See them scampering along and in to your
buildings???

On a personal level, I worked at Warner Brothers when previous management thought just
like Torrance. Kill. Stop feeding. We became an underground movement .

Then wardrobe

complained to new management that their costumes were being destroyed.

The grips called

management that their camera cables were being chewed, Top executives were horrified to
find their goodie cabinets were being trashed by cats.

Warner management called us for help. Special feeding stations were sanctioned. Caretakers
were no longer afraid of losing their jobs.

Warner management now reimburses us for our efforts in stabilizing the feral cat colony.
I hope this helps you all to come to the right and proper decision on the Torrance feral
cats. Your reward will be a safer community and no lawsuits from families whose children
have suffered severe rat bites.
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett Gene
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 8:27 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Torrance city council members Ban on feeding cats

From: NEMESIS1IM@aol.com {mailto:NEMESIS1IM@aol.com]

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 4:04 PM

To: gbarnett@torrnet.com; fscotto@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com;
pmcintyre@torrnet.com; pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com
Subject: Torrance city council members Ban on feeding cats

To the Mayor and the members of the Torrance City Council:

| am writing to express my strong objections to the proposed ordinance

to ban feeding of feral cats in the city of Torrance. | have been dealing with feral cat colonies for over twenty
years and provide you with some current information. | hope it will help you make and effective and humane
choice.

| understand that the move to ban feeding of feral cats stems from

problems with a particular colony in one of the city's parks. | sympathize with the position that stray cat
populations need to be managed and controlled, however the mistaken notion that a ban on feeding will sclve
the problem is inhumane to say the least and not at all correct.

The U.S. currently has a population of about sixty to one-hundred million feral cats and the shelters and animal
control facilities are killing approximately six million domestic cats each year. These three facts add up to a
very large over population problem. Some communities have imposed strict laws covering licensing and
breeding of all pets. Some communities have done mass euthanasia, just find that in a short period, they have
the same problem again within the next year. New cats will move into the area.

TNR (trap neuter and release),

The only humane way of dealing with the problem of feral cat over population is to establish Trap, neuter/spay,
release programs (TNR). Non-lethal control is accepted by many well-respected institutions and organizations
including the American Veterinary Medical Association, Comell, and Tufts University veterinary schools, and
the Doris Day Animal League. England and Denmark started much of the work in this field in the early 1970s
and where the organization Cat Action Trust established extensive spay/neuter services for caretakers. Other
countries, including South Africa and Australia, have been using the trap-neuter-return (TNR) control method
for many years. TNR has been implemented successfully time and again in cities throughout the US. In case
you are not aware there is a large drive within the US to become "No Kill", cities. Many cities in CA are trying to
do this now.

It is my understand that many of the ferals cat in Torrance parks are in managed colonies. Managed colonies
allow the cats to be feed, spay or neutered to prevent more cats, cared for and live out their lives. Colony
caretakers are devoted individuals who spend countless hours and their own money to feed and alter these
cats. They are responsible citizens who go out of their way to deal with the problem of cat over population.Keep
in mind they are not lawbreakers, but are providing a public service by controlling and managing animal
populations and by reducing the burden on our overtaxed public shelters.

This ordinance would create more problems than it will solve. What will the city do with the cats if no one is

12/18/2006
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allowed tc feed them? Allow them to starve on the street? "Torrance the city that banned the feeding of stray
and feral cats an allowed hundreds of them to die of starvation”, not very good publicity. Will the city trap the

animals and euthanize them? Will the city workers trapping these cats be able to tell if the catis a stray or a

feral or if the cat happens to someone's beloved pet? No they will not. As any cat domesticated house pet or
feral can freak out when trapped. And what will that cost the tax payers?

You may recall several years ago Boeing in Long Beach wanted to trap and destroy over 350 cats that were
living at their facility. The out cry from the public was profound enough that other humane options were found to
deal with the cats.

An ordinance against the abandonment of animals, would serve the city far more than the one in question. As
would lost cost spay and neuter clinics that are sponsored by the city. Educate the public for the need to spay
and neuter their animals. One must take into account that it is not the cat's fault for feline overpopulation. The
fault lies with humans, the irresponsible owners, people that want their children to witness the miracle of birth,
the ones that think it's natures way, back yard breeders, and those who simply abandon their animals when
they are longer wanted or have a problem. If you want to stop the animal over population problem start there,
not by killing cats that have no other choice but to live in colonies on the streets.

S. Dani Simao
Community Manager
Gardena, CA
310-329-4007

12/18/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Nowatka, Paul M.

Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2006 1:20 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Torrance feral cat ordinance

Fr
Se

To:

---0Original Message-----

om: lauren laster [maililto:fastll@ca.rr.com]
nt: Friday, December 15, 2006 5:27 PM

Ron Corcillo; Nowatka, Paul M.

Subject: Re: Torrance feral cat ordinance

....there will ALWAYS be cats around...the choice is to have them "managed" or

"unmanaged"
On Dec 15, 2006, at 2:09 PM, corcillo@earthlink.net wrote:

Lauren -
I received this e-mail from council member Paul Nowatka.

————— Forwarded Message-----

From: "Nowatka, Paul M." <PMNowatka@TORRNET.COM>
Sent: Dec 14, 2006 11:20 PM

To: corcillo@earthlink.net

Subject: RE: Torrance feral cat ordinance

We are tasking another look at this issue. We won't do anything this
year.

Paul

Mayor Pro Tem

Paul M. Nowatka

City of Torrance
310-618-2801
pmnowatka@torrnet . com

————— Original Message-----

From: corcillo®earthlink.net [mailto:corcillo@earthlink.net]
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2006 2:56 PM

To: Drevno , Gene; Scotto, Frank; Brewer, Tom; McIntyre, Pat;
Nowatka, Paul M.; Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky, Hope

Subject: Torxrance feral cat ordinance

To the Mayor and the members of the City Council:

T am writing to express my strong objections to the proposed
ordinance to ban feeding of feral cats in the city of Torrance.

I understand that the move to ban feeding of feral cats stems from
problems with a particular colony in one of the city’s parks. While
I sympathize with the position that stray cat populations need to be
managed and controlled, the notion that a ban on feeding will solve
the problem is severely flawed. The proposed ordinance not only is
cruel and inhumane, but also will needlessly punish numerous
responsible caretakers, as well as dozens of innocent, well-behaved,
and socially beneficial animals. In addition, it stands in direct
conflict with existing laws that mandate that citizens must assist
animals in distress, and as a result would probably not withstand a
legal challenge.
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This ordinance would create more problems than it will solve. What
will the city do with the cats if no one is allowed to feed them?
Allow them to starve on the street? Such a response would amount to
nothing less than animal cruelty and would be in direct violation of
existing laws — not to mention the fact that having sick and starving
animals on the street would cause a host of other problems. Will the
city trap the animals and euthanize them? This cruel, draconian
solution would be incredibly costly to taxpayers, would undoubtedly
result in the deaths of a large number of pets who could be mistaken
for strays, and would ultimately cause a rodent problem in the city’s
parks. Keep in mind that cats were domesticated for a

reason: to prevent rat and mouse populations from spiraling out of
control.

Fortunately, there is another sclution that is already being widely
employed in Torrance and elsewhere, with great success. A
trap-neuter-return policy

(TNR) can control cat populations humanely with virtually no cost to
taxpayers. Under this approach, the cats are trapped, spayed or
neutered, vaccinated, and returned to the same location, to be fed
and cared for by responsible caretakers. At UCLA, a feral cat
population estimated to be as high as 300 was reduced to about 7 over
the course of several years using this approach. In cities such as
Santa Barbara spay-neuter programs have resulted in virtually empty
city shelters. And the best news 1is, volunteers and animal
organizations are more than willing to assist in these efforts,
taking the responsibility for trapping and neutering the animals upon
themselves and saving taxpayer dollars.

The vast majority of feral cat caretakers are responsible individuals
who are already employing the trap-neuter-return approach. If there
are a few colonies in Torrance where caretakers are not behaving
responsibly, don’t punish the entire animal community. Address the
problem colonies by bringing in animal organizations to assist in
spaying and neutering, and work with the caretakers to ensure that
they will feed the cats unobtrusively and will clean up after the
animals. Keep in mind that the people who care for stray animals are
not lawbreakers, but are providing a public service by controlling
and managing animal populations and by reducing the burden on our
overtaxed public shelters. And please remember that cruelty is never
the best approach. You have an opportunity to help these innocent
animals (many of whom have been abandoned by irresponsible

owners) in a kind, humane, and socially beneficial manner. Why would
you choose any other way?

Sincerely,

Ron Corcillo

No virus found in this incoming message.

Checked by AVG Free Edition.

Version: 7.5.432 / Virus Database: 268.15.18/586 - Release Date:
12/13/2006

6:13 PM

No virus found in this outgoing message.

Checked by AVG Free Edition.

Version: 7.5.432 / Virus Database: 268.15.18/586 - Release Date:
12/13/2006

6:13 PM



C-69

No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.

Version: 7.5.422 / Jirus Database: 268.15.22/590 - Release Date:

No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.

Version: 7.5.432 / Virus Database: 268.15.22/590 - Release Date:

12/16/2006 5:39 PM

12/16/2006 5:39 PM



C-70

Herbers, Sue

From: Nowatka, Paul M.

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2006 820 PM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Torrance feral cat ordinance

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: corcillo@earthlink.net [mailto:corcillo®@earthlink.net]

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2006 2:56 PM

To: Drevno , Gene; Scotto, Frank; Brewer, Tom; McIntyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul M.;
Sutherland, Bill; Witkowsky, Hope

Subject: Torrance feral cat ordinance

To the Mayor and the members of the City Council:

I am writing to express my strong objections to the proposed ordinance to ban feeding of
feral cats in the city of Torrance.

I understand that the move to ban feeding of feral cats stems from problems with a
particular colony in one of the city’s parks. While I sympathize with the position that
stray cat populations need to be managed and controlled, the notion that a ban on feeding
will solve the problem is severely flawed. The proposed ordinance not only is cruel and
inhumane, but also will needlessly punish numerous responsible caretakers, as well as
dozens of innocent, well-behaved, and socially beneficial animals. In addition, it stands
in direct conflict with existing laws that mandate that citizens must assist animals in
distress, and as a result would probably not withstand a legal challenge.

This ordinance would create more problems than it will solve. What will the city do with
the cats if no one is allowed to feed them? Allow them to starve on the street? Such a
response would amount to nothing less than animal cruelty and would be in direct violation

of existing laws — not to mention the fact that having sick and starving animals on the
street would cause a host of other problems. Will the city trap the animals and euthanize
them? This cruel, draconian solution would be incredibly costly to taxpayers, would
undoubtedly result in the deaths of a large number of pets who could be mistaken for
strays, and would ultimately cause a rodent problem in the city’s parks. Keep in mind
that cats were domesticated for a reason: to prevent rat and mouse populations from
spiraling out of control.

Fortunately, there is another solution that is already being widely employed in Torrance
and elsewhere, with great success. A trap-neuter-return policy (TNR) can control cat
populations humanely with virtually no cost to taxpayers. Under this approach, the cats
are trapped, spayed or neutered, vaccinated, and returned to the same location, to be fed
and cared for by responsible caretakers. At UCLA, a feral cat population estimated to be
as high as 300 was reduced to about 7 over the course of several years using this
approach. 1In cities such as Santa Barbara spay-neuter programs have resulted in virtually
empty city shelters. And the best news is, volunteers and animal organizations are more
than willing to assist in these efforts, taking the responsibility for trapping and
neutering the animals upon themselves and saving taxpayer dollars.

The vast majority of feral cat caretakers are responsible individuals who are already
employing the trap-neuter-return approach. If there are a few colonies in Torrance where
caretakers are not behaving responsibly, don’t punish the entire animal community.
Address the problem colonies by bringing in animal organizations to assist in spaying and
neutering, and work with the caretakers to ensure that they will feed the cats
unobtrusively and will clean up after the animals. Keep in mind that the people who care
for stray animals are not lawbreakers, but are providing a public service by controlling
and managing animal populations and by reducing the burden on our overtaxed public
shelters. And please remember that cruelty is never the best approach. You have an
opportunity to help these innocent animals (many of whom have been abandoned by
irresponsible owners) in a kind, humane, and socially beneficial manner. Why would you
choose any other way?
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Sincerely,

Pon Corcillo
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Herbers, Sue
m

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 11:32 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Torrance Pending Ordinance

Sue, here is the first of the e-mails I received on the cats. I'll be forwarding
several. Thanks for taking this on. Gene

Criginal Message
From: Jackie Sherman [mailto:silvertabby8888@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, December 10, 2006 9:58 AM




C-73

Herbers, Sue

From: Nowatka, Paul M.

Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2006 4:54 PM

To: wendy wells

Cc: Herbers, Sue

Subject: RE: Torrance's proposed Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance/Ban on feeding stray cats

Wendy, Thank you for your input. We are studying this issue now. We will gather as much

information as possible before next Tuesday.
Paul

————— Original Message-----

From: wendy wells [mailto:wend well@yahoo.com]

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2006 9:43 AM

To: hwitkowsky@torrnet.com; pmnowatka@torrnet.com; BSutherlande@torrnet.com;
pmcintyre@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; fscotto@torrnet.com
Subject: Torrance's proposed Feral/Stray Cat Ordinance/Ban on feeding stray cats

Dear City Council Member,

I am writing today to express wmy strong disapproval

re: a proposed city ordinance to ban the feeding of any feral/stray cat in the city of
Torrance. It is currently scheduled for the city council's consideration on December 19,
2006. I am also disappointed with the comments made by Community Services Director, Gene
Barnett, in the recent Daily Breeze article of Friday Dec. 9, 2006 covering this proposed
ordinance.

As some who has grown up in Torrance and who is active in the rescue and adoption of
cats/kittens, it depresses and saddens me that my city has not thought out or considered
the consequences of the passage of this ordinance. It is irresponsible and naive to say
that the, quote, "long-term intention is certainly not to euthanize, but our long-term
intention is to ensure we have the public's health and safety as a priority and we
somehow get under control the abundance of feral cats that populate that park and the
surrounding area”" but "What mechanisms are undertaken to do that I couldn't tell vyou."

My question to you is what do you now expect these animals to do? And how can you manage
the resulting problems if you truly are not planning to euthanize? I counter with the fact
that many cities have tried to pass similar statutes, which then resulted in
indiscriminate euthanization to then try to solve the even bigger problems that result
from such a statute.

Ultimately the 'no feeding' ordinances were found to be a failure or, more importantly,
were defeated in vote in favor of better solutions. Common sense and experience dictates
that one of three inhumane scenarios and/or problems will result from the passing of this
ordinance as follows:

1) The cats will simply starve to death and/or the hungry and bewildered/frightened cats
will start migrating from their known and controlled environment to other neighboring
areas, roaming the streets looking for food. As a result that many will be hit by cars or
encounter other perils in their quest for survival.

2) City employees or pest exterminators will trap these animals for the purpose of
euthanasia which in itself is extremely costly to the taxpayer. And some of these cats
have been trapped before in grass roots TNR (Trap & Neuter/Spay) programs and will most
likely not re-enter a trap thus wasting the city's time and energy.

3) It is difficult, if not impossible to confine the trapping and ultimate euthanizing of
these feral/stray cats so it would put any outdoor cat, owned or not at risk. Many owned
pets will be caught in the round-up resulting in their death if their owners do not find
them at the county shelter in time.

Please keep in mind that, as stated above, the majority of the 'feral' cats/colonies
targeted for these potential fates have been managed with TNR (trap, neuter, and return oxr

1
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adoption) programs. A great deal of private funding and donated time has been (and
continues to be) spent on colony maintenance such as this.

This brings me to my proposed alternate solution; wouldn't Torrance's time and money be
better spent with ASSISTING the rescue community to maintain these colonies and/or
creating their own organized program?

It has been shown that aggressive trap and release/adoption programs, along with community
education and neuter/spay assistance to pet owners, not only significantly reduces the
problem, but with time it can ultimately eliminate it. Neutered or spayed cats cannot
reproduce! Why starve and kill when you can humanely and compassionately solve the
problem entirely?

I appreciate the time you have taken to read this letter and I thank you in advance for
voting AGAINST this proposed ordinance.

Sincerely,

Wendy Wells
Concerned Resident

Do you Yahoo!?
Everyone 1s raving about the all-new Yahoo! Mail beta.
http://new.mail.yahoo.com
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 8:21 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: URGENT! READ! Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled-Torrance CA-PLEASE HELP!

From: rayofjoy@aol.com [mailto:rayofjoy@aol.com]

Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2006 10:16 AM

To: info@uan.org; info@secondchancerescue.com; info@muchlove.org; info@maddiesfund.org;
info@karmarescue.org; info@faircares.org; info@dogsdeservebetter.org; info@capoanimalrescue.com;
info@animalsanctuary.org; info@animalplace.org; info@animalavengers.com; info@animalavengers.com;
info@actorsandothers.com; feralcatalliance@yahoo.com; feralcat@yahoogroups.com; feralcatflute@yahoo.com;
MeoowzResQ@aol.com; carlas_cats@yahoo.com; sophiecats@adelphia.net; adoptcacat@mail.com;
kayisforkats@yahoco.com; catconnection@sbcglobal.net; Bernzycat@aol.com; dustkitten@adelphia.net;
cmetropole@aol.com; MeoowzResQ@aol.com; catsatthestudio@yahoo.com; Carolecatmom@aol.com;
cat@tobyandfriendsrescueinc.org; Catnippedm@aol.cfom; CatRescuers@yahoogroups.com;
kittenrescue@yahoogroups.com; kittybuster@hotmail.com; TISHALACEY@cox.net;
phantom.rescuer@earthlink.net; ck27paws@sbcglobal.net; critters911@gmail.com; wishstar@shcglobal.net
Subject: URGENT! READ! Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled-Torrance CA-PLEASE HELP!

To All you Officials,

I write you this on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of Animal Activists in
California and plead with you not to even consider this extremely inhumane ordinance
to ban the feeding of God's precious creatures! Isn't there enough harm that has come
to them already because of man's total disregard and inhumanity? Wouldn't it be far
better to create a policy to get ALL the dogs and cats spayed and neutered, and FINE
the people who selfishly breed for greed? The funds collected could be used to install
such a spay and neuter program, thus prevent the birth of unwanted dogs and cats
instead of contributing even more to their misery by starvation. Haven't they suffered
by the hands of insensitive individuals enough already?

I beg you on behalf of hundreds of thousands of other concerned citizens to put an end
to this unconscionable ordinance.

Starving is a very painful way to kill God's precious creatures...
there are alternatives...

Here are the statistics as to the amount of feral cats you will be starving to deathn Is this what you
really want to do? Far better to fine the residents for allowing their dogs and cats to run "free"
and to allow them to "breed without licenses''; use the steep fines to institute a free spay and
neuter clinic to cut down drastically on the population of unwanted animals. Believe me, if you
did that you would have more than enough whistle blowers to report the cruelty of abandoning
their pets, and lots of cash flow coming your way to help save these poor cats..... Just a little effort
on your part to save God's precious creation.

12/18/2006
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One female cat and her mate; by producing just 2.8 surviving kittens will have:
in 1 year 12 cats

in 2 years 67 cats

in 3 years 376 cats

in 4 years 2,107 cats

in 5 years 11,801 cats

in 6 ycars 66,088 cats

in 7 years 370,092 cats

in 8 years 2,072.514 cats

in 9 years 11,606.077 cats

How many cats are you prepared to KILL BY STARVATION? Don't you think you are merely
putting a band-aid on this situation instead of getting to the core of it all by passing a law that
people caught breeding will pay a fine and institute a steep fine for doing this? Believe me there
will be tons of whistle blowers on these insensitive and greedy breeders, and it will then be so easy
to track them down, get the funds and get these poor defenseless creatures spayed and neutered
instead of inflicting even more pain and suffering..

Please reconsider!

Joy Ray
RAYning Catts 'N Doggs

I Al o e o et PPt et o b e e o el e e i o e e oo ol o o o o b o o o o P P o o o o st ot ol et

I beg you on behalf of hundreds of thousands of other concerned citizens to put an end
to this unconscionable ordinance.

Joy Ray, RAYning Catts N Doggs

From: dogfishdonna@earthlink.net

To: dogfishdonna@earthlink.net

Sent: Fri, 15 Dec 2006 10:43 AM

Subject: Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled-Torrance CA-PLEASE HELP!

*** Together we can turn the tide! We really can live side - by - side with animals (domestic and wild),
I don't know about you but I do it every day. I'm sure the Mayor of Torrance can be shown how to find
a way!

On December 19, 2006, a proposed city ordinance to ban the feeding of any feral/stray cat in the city of Torrunce 1s scheduled for the city council’s consideration
This will affect every feral/stray cat currently being fed. including the cats that arec maintained with a TNR (irap, neuter, return/adopted out) program, on any
land owned by the city of Torrance.

If passed, 1t will also pave the way for other cities to follow suit.

This will potentially put any cutdoor cat - owned or not — at risk.

The agenda of city council meetings are subject to change up until two days prior to the meeting. Please check this link and go to the date of December 19th and then
go to the "Hearings" section to see if this proposal is on the agenda for that day

hitp./wwiy crtorrance ca.us/1 1942 htm

Your attendance and support at this meeting will be crucial to the outcome of this proposed ordinance, as will your letters/emails sent to the officials listed at the
bottom of this page prior to the meeting

12/18/2006
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Pleasc remember that in any form of correspondence. our voices will be heard much clearer if the dialogue is delivered in a polite and succinct manner

Some of vou may have seen the recent Daily Breeze article (Friday Dec. 9, 2006) covering this proposed ordinance
hitp waww dallvbreeze comnews articles 486274 limPshow All=v&e=y

Please note the following quote from Community Services Director Gene Barnett taken from the Dailv Breeze aricle which shows that ithe consequences of the
passage of this ordinance do not appear to be well-thought out

Our long-term intention 1s certainly not to euthanize. but our long-temm intention is to ensure we have the public's health and safety as a prionity and we somehow get
under control the abundance of feral cats that populate that park and the surrounding area.” he said. "What mechanisms are undertaken to do that ! couldn't tell vou”
As the arucle points, the city of Torrance 1s looking to pass an ordinance to make t unlawfui to feed feral stray cats. Our question to the citv officials 1s "what do
you now expect these animals to do?"

Common sense dictates that one of three inhumane scenarios will result from the passing of this ordinance

1) The cats will simply starve to death.

2) The hungry and bewildered/frightened cats will start migrating from their known and controlled environment to other neighboring areas, roaming the streets
looking for food with the result that many will be hit by cars or encounter other perils in their quest for survival (Keep in mind that the majority of these cats have
already been trapped (TNR'd) and will most hkely not re-enter a trap - They will then start to search for a source of food )

3) City employees or pest exterminators will trap them for the purpose of cuthanasia which will be extremely costly to the taxpayer
As stated above, most of the colonies targeted for these potential fates have been managed with an aggressive TNR program A great deal of private funding
and donated time has been - and continues to be -spent on colony maintenance

Also bear in mind that if the city decides to start trapping and euthanizing these feral’stray cats, many owned pets will be caught in the round-up resulting in their death
if their owners do not find them at the county shelter in time

We thank you for your support and appreciate vour time taken to contact the city officials

Mary Zecitler, President TLC Adoptions, Inc
PO Box 1538

Torrance, CA 90505

(310) 373-1585

Debra Corwin, President Purrfect Partners, Inc
PO Box 168

Redondo Beach, CA 90277

(310) 370-0526

Contact information for city officials is as follows:
Community Services Director:

Gene Barnett
gbarnett@torrnet.com
(310) 618-2939

Fax (310) 781-7502

Torrance city council members:
Mayor, Frank Scotto, fscotto@torrnet.com

Tom Brewer, TBrewer@torrnet.com

Gene Drevno, GDrevno@torrnet.com

Pat Mclntyre, pmcintyre/@torrnet.com

Paul M. Nowatka, pmnowatka@torrnet.com

Bill Sutherland, BSutherland@torrnet.com

12/18/2006
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Hope Witkowsky, hwitkowsky@tormet.com

Torrance Animal Control:

Patrick Wren
(310) 618-3850

Thank you so much!

RE: Ban on Feral Cat Feeding - Proposed Ordinance for Torrance,
California

From Jo of www.PurrfectPartners.com

"Hi David, Thanks for sending these e-mails regarding the Feral Cat feeding
ban. Word from Debra as of yesterday is that the Mayor wants the cats
removed, period, end of story. They don't seem to be getting anywhere with
this. It is bad news, because Debra says once Torrance adopts this

ordinance, the other neiboring cities will follow. It is going to affect so
many cats. It so sad." --- Jo

The other issue for us caretakers is we will either have to comply OR face
fines and being arrested tor trespassing (which they said they will enforce)
that of course puts our own pets and fosters in jeopardy. So we will be

forced to comply and watch the suffering. As caretakers, even though we
never get to hold them and pet them, we still watch their playfulness, we
have a bond and now we will have to be party to this betrayal. Our only hope
1s that there is enough public outcry and bad press for the Mayor that he is
forced to surrender. -- David

[ spoke to our district office about this and forwarded this information
to the Senator and Assemblymember that has Torrance in their district.
Thanks for this information and I hope to hear that Torrance does NOT
adopt this awful ordinance. Thank you.

12/18/2006
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Meegen Murray

Legislative Assistant

Senator Alan Lowenthal, District 27
Ph: 916-651-4027

Fax: 916-327-9113
Meegen.Murray‘@sen.ca.gov

My friend sent this to me about an effort by the city of Torrance, California to
make feeding feral cats illegal. This is a huge step backward. [n the

attachment you'll find key people within the city to contact. If you

have a moment please let them know this is WRONG. If Torrance is able to pass
such an ordinance, I believe other cities like Long Beach will follow suit.

The local paper is the Daily Breeze.

Check out the new AQL. Most comprehensive set of free safety and security tools, free access to
millions of high-quality videos from across the web, free AOL Mail and more.

12/18/2006



C-80

Herbers, Sue

From: Witkowsky, Hope

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 12:40 PM

To: 'Melody Halligan

Cc: Herbers, Sue

Subject: RE: URGENT! READ! Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled

thanks for your insightful information.

Councilwoman Hope Witkowsky

————— Original Message-----

From: Melody Halligan

To: fscotto@torrnet.com

Sent: 12/15/2006 12:30 PM

Subject: URGENT! READ! Ban on Feral Cat Feeding scheduled

To All Officials,

On December 19, 2006, a proposed city ordinance to ban the feeding of any feral/stray cat
in the city of Torrance is scheduled for the city council's consideration. This will
affect every feral/stray cat currently being fed, including the cats that are maintained
with a TNR (trap, neuter, return/adopted out) program, on any land owned by the city of
Torrance.

Common sense dictates that one of three inhumane scenarios will result from the passing of
this ordinance:

1) The cats will simply starve to death.

2) The hungry and bewildered/frightened cats will start migrating from their known and
controlled environment to other neighboring areas, roaming the streets looking for food
with the result that many will be hit by cars or encounter other perils in their quest for
survival. (Keep in mind that the majority of these cats have already been trapped (TNRA3)
and will most likely not re-enter a trap. They will then start to search for a source of
food.)

3) City employees or pest exterminators will trap them for the purpose of euthanasia which
will be extremely costly to the taxpayer.

As stated above, most of the colonies targeted for these potential fates have been managed
with an aggressive TNR program. A great deal of private funding and donated time has been
- and continues to be -spent on colony maintenance.

Also bear in mind that if the city decides to start trapping and euthanizing these
feral/stray cats, many owned pets will be caught in the round-up resulting in their death
if their owners do not find them at the county shelter in time.

I write you this on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of Animal Activists in California
and plead with you not to even consider this extremely inhumane ordinance to ban the
feeding of God's precious creatures! Isn't there enough harm that has come to them already
because of man's total disregard and inhumanity? Wouldn't it be far better to create a
policy to get ALL the dogs and cats spayed and neutered, and FINE the people who selfishly
breed for greed? The funds collected could be used to install such a spay and neuter
program, thus prevent the birth of unwanted dogs and cats instead of contributing even
more to their misery by starvation. Haven't they suffered by the hands of insensitive
individuals enough already?

I beg you on behalf of hundreds of thousands of other concerned citizens to put an end to
this unconscionable ordinance.
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P.S. I forgot to give you the statistics as to the amount of feral cats you will be
starving to death:

One female cat and her mate; by producing just 2.8 surviving kittens will hnave:

in 1 year 12 cats

in 2 vears 67 cats

in 2 years 376 cats

in 4 years 2,107 cats

in 5 years 11,801 cats

in 6 years 66,088 cats

in 7 years 370,092 cats

in 8 years 2,072.514 cats

in 9 years 11,606.077 cats

How many cats are you prepared to KILL BY STARVATION? Don't you think you are merely
putting a band-aid on this situation instead of getting to the core of it all by passing a
law that people caught breeding will pay a fine and institute a steep fine for doing this?
Believe me there will be tons of whistle blowers on these insensitive and greedy breeders,
and i1t will then be so easy to track them down, get the funds and get these poor
defenseless creatures spayed and neutered instead of inflicting even more pain and
suffering. .

Please reconsider!

Melody Halligan

Redondo Beach, CA 90277

" Until he extends the circle of his compassion to ALL living things, man himself will not
find peace" [Albert Schweitzer]

"The greatness of a nation and it's moral progress can be judged by the way it's animals
are treated" [Gandhi (1869-1948) ]

"What is wman without the beasts? If all the beasts were gone, man would die from great
loneliness of spirit, for whatever happens to the beasts alsc happens to man. All things
are connected. --Chief Seattle
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 9:17 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW:

————— Original Message-----
From: Heather Reynclds

To: Scotto, Frank

Sent: 12/16/2006 7:53 PM

Regarding the banning of feeding feral cats in Torrance, I can honestly say that I am
totally ashamed to say that I am from Torrance... If I still lived there, and were one of

the kind people that were feeding these cats, I would still feed them, ban or not..

These cats did not ask for this type of existence.. at least they are being taken care
of ..

the city council should be ashamed of themselves..

I hope you and your family enjoy your nice warm beds, cozy homes and plenty of food on
your tables..

whatever happened to compassion?? can you really live with yourself knowing these cats may
starve to death??

How pathetic this city has become..

Hollie Reynolds..
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Monday, Decernber 18, 2006 9:17 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: Fw:

AAAAA Original Message-----
From: JOSEPH PRZIENZA

To: Scotto, Frank

Sent: 12/16/2006 11:49 AM

Dear Mayor, I hope you do not adopt an ordinance to ban the feeding of feral cats.
Instead, why don't you work to solicit the help of more volunteers to help get them all
fixed, so that they can't reproduce.

Don't be cold and heartless!!!!! Try some kindness - it's Christmas.

Marilyn Pazienza
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Cessna, Linda

From: Jillb@aspca.org

Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 1:52 PM
To: lcessna@torrnet.com

Cc: davidryoung@tinkline.com

Subject: Feral Cat Feeding

Dear Ms. Cessna:

Attached is a copy of a letter | have sent to the Mayor and City Council members of Torrance regarding my
concern about a possible ban on the feeding of feral cats. It is my understanding that you and your committee will
be reviewing the issue. Thank you very much for taking the time to evaluate this. If you have any questions or if |
can provide you with any resources, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Jill A. Buckley, Esq.
Legislative Liaison
ASPCA

P.O. Box 48

Pismo Beach, CA 93448
Phone: (805) 474-9660
Fax: {805) 474-8740
jilb@aspca.org

Please note: The ASPCA Lega! Department provides counsel to the ASPCA and cannot give out legal advice to
or act as an attorney for outside organizations or individuals. We do, however, offer information on resources
nationwide that may be helpful in resolving problems.

This e-mail, and any attachments hereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may
contain legally priviteged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail, and any attachments hereto, is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify me by reply email and

permanently delete the original and any copy of this e-mail and any printout thereof.

12/18/20006
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Jill A. Buckley, Esq.

Legislative Lizison

J1o@aspca.crg
el 805-474-9560
fax 805-474-9745
WWW.aspca.org

December 15, 2006

The Honorable Frank Scotto, Mayor

City Council Members: Mr. Tom Brewer, Ms. Gene Drevno, Ms. Pat Mcintyre, Mr. Paul
M. Nowatka, Mr. Bill Sutherland, Ms. Hope Witkowsky

City of Torrance

3031 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance, CA 90503

RE: Proposed Ban on Feeding and Caring of Feral Cats in the City of Torrance
Dear Mayor and City Council Members:

On behalf of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
and its 100,000 California members and donors, | respectfully urge you not to consider
a ban on the feeding and caring of feral cats in the City of Torrance.

Most attempts to eradicate feral cat colonies have failed. At this time, the most humane
and effective strategy for controlling feral cat populations is trap/neuter/return, or TNR,
whereby all the cats in a colony are trapped, sterilized, and returned to their colony,
ideally to be managed by a caretaker who monitors the animals’ health and remains
vigilant that any newcomers are immediately sterilized. This stabilizes the population of
the colony and, over time, reduces it. At the same time, the objectionable spraying,
vocalizing and fighting behaviors of the colony are largely eliminated.

The ASPCA supports the principle of managed colonies for feral cat population control
until the colony size can be reduced by attrition. Sociable animals should be placed in
new homes if available. Ongoing care-giving, including food, water, shelter and
veterinary care (where necessary) must be provided. In situations where it is difficult to
manage the colony, the cats should be captured and adopted out if possible.

| again ask you to reconsider a ban on the feeding and caring of feral cats. Please feel
free to contact me and | would be more than willing to provide you with resource
information.

Sincerely,

Jill A. Buckley, Esg.
Legislative Liaison
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Jill A. Buckley, Esq.
Legislative Liaison
ASPCA

22 Box 43
Pisme Beach, TA 53445

iilib@aspca.org

tel. 805-474-9660
fax 805-474-9740
www.aspca.org

December 15, 2006

The Honorable Frank Scotto, Mayor

City Council Members: Mr. Tom Brewer, Ms. Gene Drevno, Ms. Pat Mclntyre, Mr. Paul
M. Nowatka, Mr. Bill Sutherland, Ms. Hope Witkowsky

City of Torrance

3031 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance, CA 90503

RE: Proposed Ban on Feeding and Caring of Feral Cats in the City of Torrance
Dear Mayor and City Council Members:

On behalf of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
and its 100,000 California members and donors, | respectfully urge you not to consider
a ban on the feeding and caring of feral cats in the City of Torrance.

Most attempts to eradicate feral cat colonies have failed. At this time, the most humane
and effective strategy for controlling feral cat populations is trap/neuter/return, or TNR.
whereby all the cats in a colony are trapped, sterilized, and returned to their colony.
ideally to be managed by a caretaker who monitors the animals’ health and remains
vigilant that any newcomers are immediately sterilized. This stabilizes the population of
the colony and, over time, reduces it. At the same time, the objectionable spraying,
vocalizing and fighting behaviors of the colony are largely eliminated.

The ASPCA supports the principle of managed colonies for feral cat population control
until the colony size can be reduced by attrition. Sociable animals should be placed in
new homes if available. Ongoing care-giving, including food, water, shelter and
veterinary care (where necessary) must be provided. In situations where it is difficult to
manage the colony, the cats should be captured and adopted out if possible.

| again ask you to reconsider a ban on the feeding and caring of feral cats. Please feel
free to contact me and | would be more than willing to provide you with resource
information.

Sincerely,

Jill A. Buckley, Esg.
Legislative Liaison




Cessna, Linda

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Peterson [NPeterson@hsus.org]
Monday, December 18, 2006 12:00 PM
lcessna@torrnet.com

Feral Cats
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Dear Ms

Cessna, Linda

Page 1 of 2

From: Kay Liscomb [Kliscomb@hsus.org]

Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2006 3:14 PM
To: icessna@torrnet.com

Cc: Nancy Peterson

Subject: FW: Feral Cats

Dear ¥s. Cessna:

Could you please add me to your emzil iist, for updates on the local
issue? I may be interested in attending, on behalf of HSUS, any near:i
’

meetings that may be held.

Katherine B. Liscomb, CAFE

Care Centers

dent, Administration & Animal
3 es/Scuthern California Offize

i resi
The Humane Society of the United
X

ia La
San Marcos, CA 92069
# 760-290-3892
Fax# 760-290-3891
Cell# 301-793-7861

————— Original Message-—-—---

From: Nancy Peterson

Sent: Monday, Decemper 18, 2006 3:00 PM
To: 'lcessna€@torrnet.com'

Subject: Feral Cats

Dear Ms. Cessna:

in 4y

I uncerstand that Mayor Scotto has referred the matter of feral cats in Wilson Park

to the Environmental Quality Commission. Please forward to the commission

attached letter I sent to the Mayor and Council Members.

Kindly add me to your emaill list so I may be informed of future meetings

this issue.

Sinc

]

rely,

Nancy Peterscn

Feral Cat Program Manager

The Humane Scclety of the United States
2100 L Street, NW

Washingteon, DC 20037

301-258-3129 (p)

301-258-3C81 (f)

WWW. 1SUS . 0rg

Zhe

concerning

]

Start planning now to attend Animal Care Expo 2007, the nation's premier animal

12/20/2006
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Dear Ms Page 2 of 2

Interested in taking action online to help animals? Then join our online community and sign up for our
Humane Action Network. Go to www . hsus.org/join .

12/20/2000
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December 12, 2006

City of Torrance
City Hall

3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503

Dear Mayor Scotto & City Council Members:

[ recently read an article, “Torrance gears up for catfight over proposed ordinance.” It
seems that you are considering an ordinance to ban feeding homeless cats in your
community as a strategy to control their populations.

Feeding bans are generally ineffective when dealing with homeless cats because the
cats don’t simply go away. Attempts to starve out cats only result in continued
reproduction and hungrier and unhealthier animals who are more vulnerable to disease
and severe parasitic infestations. Furthermore, nothing is harder than trying to stop
caring people from putting out food once they know there are cats in need. In addition.
although removing the cats may provide a short-term reduction in their population,
other homeless cats will move in to take advantage of the food and shelter, and you
will be involved in an endless cycle of trapping and euthanizing — which will be costly
financially and in terms of poor community relationships.

We support managed Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) programs to reduce the numbers of
free-roaming feral cats. Feral cats are unsocialized cats who may be one or more
generations removed from a home environment and may live in a group. or colony. of
similar cats. These cats and their offspring are victims of abandonment. accidental
loss, and failure by owners to sterilize their pets. Lost and abandoned tame stravs
should be evaluated for placement in loving homes.

A reduction in the cat population will mean fewer nuisance complaints (about
overpopulation, fighting. spraying, and roaming) to animal control and city officials.
tewer public health risks (bites. rabies), and less predation.

For more information on TNR, please visit our website at www.hsus.org/feralcats and
the website of Neighborhood Cats at www.neighborhoodcats.org. If I can be of
assistance, please contact me.

Sincerely,
Nancy Peterson

Promoelmy the protecion of & animals
2100 L Street, MW, Washington, DU 20037 » 208-482-1100 » Fax: 202-778-5132 = www.hsus. org
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Cessna, Linda

From: David Young [davidryoung@linkline.com]
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 4:08 PM
To: icessna@torrnet.com

Subject: More info on control of fleas in Park

Capstar can be put into teral car food as an effective means of keeping them
flea free. [t 1s not harmiul to the environment. mammals. and avian species.

hitp//www. capstar.novartis.us’

12/19/20006
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Cessna, Linda

From: David Young [davidryoung@!inkline.com]
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 2:26 PM
To: lcessna@torrnet.com

Subject: Controf of fleas in Park.
Linda,

The attached article. http://www.pmra-arla.ge.ca/english/consum/fleas-e. html.
Talks about indoor and outdoor control of fleas. In particular, please see the information on

diatomaceous earth which [ understand can be mixed in water be spayed on the affected
areas.

Jeannie Young who runs the feral cat program at Harbor UCLA Med Center, uses
Program, a tablet that you crush and put in their food to control the fleas. 100 cats, 3 month
supply, $300.00....this is roughly the cost, maybe can get in bulk less expensively.

David Young
310-370-4871

12/19/2006
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Herbers, Sue

From: Scotto, Frank

Sent: Tuesday, December 26, 2006 8:12 AM
To: Herbers, Sue

Subject: FW: Proposed Ordinance

————— Original Message-----

From: Beverly Houwing

To: Scotto, Frank; Brewer, Tom; Drevno , Gene; MclIntyre, Pat; Nowatka, Paul M.;
Sutherland, Bill; Witkcwsky, Hope

Sent: 12/24/2006 11:08 AM

Subject: Proposed Ordinance

Dear Mayor and City Council Members of Torrance, When the matter comes up during your city
council meeting regarding the banning of feeding stray/feral cats I hope you please will
consider NOT SUPPORTING this measure.

This is not a very effective or humane way to deal with the strays/ferals in Torrance.
There are rescue groups which operate in Torrance to manage colonies and assist with
getting strays/ferals neutered and spayed, as well as adopting out ones which are friendly
enough to be pets. I hope you can collaborate with this community to reach a mutually
agreeable plan, which doesn't make the cats the victims.

If Torrance uses resources for trapping strays and sending them to animal shelters to be
euthanized it will end up costing tax payers more than letting neutered cats stay in
properly maintained colonies. Sadly, some indoor /outdoor pets could inadvertently be
destroyed if there is too much haste to eliminate strays/ferals.

I hope you will consult with rescue and animal support organizations who can help you
reach a solution which is not cruel and costly.
Sincerely yours, Beverly Houwing
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Herbers, Sue

From: Barnett, Gene
Sent: Thursday, December 21, 2006 5:35 PM
To: Herbers, Sue
Cc: Barnett, Gene

Subject: FW: City of Torrance proposed ban on feeding of feral/stray cat colonies including those maintained
by TNR

Sue

Here is one | found for Gene

J

From: Donna Lewis [mailto:dlewis@agfmedia.com]

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2006 11:14 AM

To: TBrewer@torrnet.com; gbarnett@torrnet.com; fscotto@torrnet.com; GDrevno@torrnet.com;
hwitkowsky@torrnet.com

Subject: Re: City of Torrance proposed ban on feeding of feral/stray cat colonies including those maintained by
TNR

Dear Sirs/Madams,

The problem with the the growing feral/cat colonizes is stupid pet owners who dispose of their pets onto the
streets. The colonies that are there now are all fixed.

The ban is a not a solution to the problem. Trapping and euthanizing the feral and stray colonies is extremely
time consuming and costly to the taxpayer. If TNR stops feeding the colonies they will all starve to death which is
inhumane.

If the ban goes through this will not stop feral colonies. People need to be educated that dumping their pets is
WRONG! Keeping the feral/stray colonies as they are proves more effective and does not cost the taxpayers
anything.

This is America. We are not China. | would think we are more civilized than killing pets like China.

Donna Lewis

01/24/2007
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ATTACHMENT #6
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ATTACHMENT #6

Evaluation of the effect of a long-term
trap-neuter-return and adoption program
on a free-roaming cat population

Julie K. Levy, bvM, PhD, DACVIM; David W. Gale; Leslie A. Gale, Bs

Objective—To evaluate the effect of a long-term trap-
neuter-return program, with adoption whenever pos-
sible, on the dynamics of a free-roaming cat popuia-
tion.

Design—Observational epidemiologic study.
Animalis—155 unownred free-roaming cats.

Procedures—Free-roaming cats residing on a univer-
sity campus were trapped, neutered, and returned to
the environment or adopted over an 11-year period.

Results—During the observation period (January
1991 to April 2002}, 75% of the cats were feral, and
25% were socialized. Kittens comprised 56% of the
original population. Male cats were slightly more
numerous (55%) than females. At the conclusion of
the observation period, 47% of the cats had been
removed for adoption, 15% remained on site, 15%
had disappeared, 11% were euthanatized, 6% had
died, and 6% had moved to the surrounding wooded
environment. Trapping began in 1991, however, a
complete census of cats was not completed until
1986, at which time 68 cats resided on site. At com-
pletion of the study in 2002, the population had
decreased by 66%, from 68 to 23 cats {of which 22
were feral). No kittens were observed on site after
1995, but additional stray or abandoned cats contin-
ued to become resident. New arrivals were neutered
or adopted before they could reproduce.

Conclusions and Clinical Relevance—A compre-
hensive long-term program of neutering followed by
adoption or return to the resident colony can result in
reduction of free-roaming cat populations in urban
areas. (J Am Vet Med Assoc 2003;222:42-46)

Pol_)ulmions of unowned free-roaming cats exist
throughout the world. Concern about the impact of
frec-roaming cats on the environment and public
health, as well as consideration of the wellare of the
cats themselves, has led to various efforts 1o reduce
their numbers. After decades of effort, free-roaming
cats have been extirpated from several small, uninhab-
ited islands as a result of intensive control measures,
including poisoning, hunting, rrapping, and introduc-
tion of infectious feline diseases." Despite the success
of eradication campaigns on geographically isolated
islands, logistic barriers and opposition from resident
citizens often make application of such strategies to
populated mainland territories unfeasible.”™ Cat con-

From the Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences, College of
Veterinary Medicine, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32610
(Levy):and Friends of Campus Cats, University of Central Flovida,
Orlando, F1. 32816 (. Gale, L. Gale).

Address correspondence to Dr. Levy.

trol programs in populated areas must incorporate
safety considerations for nontarget animals and
humans, be affordable for participating municipal
agencies or charitable organizations, include plans o
curtail continuous cat immigration and reproduction,
and be aesthetically acceptable to the public.”

The number of unowned f{ree-roaming cats in ihe
United States is unknown, but is suspected 1o rival that
of pet cats (73 million in 2000) and o contribute sub-
stantially to cat overpopulation.""* The free-roaming cat
population consists of both socialized stray cats and
unsocialized feral cats. Individual cats may have a vari-
ety of lifestyles during their lives, including owned pet.
stray, and feral status. Because of the vast overlap ol
lifestyle and socialization status continuums, it is difli-
cult 1o define discrete populations of free-roaming cats.”

Considerable controversy surrounds methods for
controlling free-roaming cats, particularly identification
of the option that is most practical, effective, and
humane. Trap-neuter-return (TNR) programs arc
intended to halt reproduction without causing harm o
the cats.”™'*'" In this approach, cats are trapped.
neutered, returned to the site of capture, and released.
Veterinarians are central to the process, because they per-
form the surgeries and are frequently asked to consult on
issues of health and welfare of free-roaming cats. The
concept of TNR as a humane method for cat population
control is endorsed by the AVMA" and many humane
organizations.'” More than 1,000 veterinary members of
the California Veterinary Medical Association neutered
more than 170,000 cats between July 1999 and May 2002
in a $12 million project funded by Maddies Fund
However, virtually no information exists to support the
contention that neutering is an elfective long-term
method for controlling {ree-roaming cat populations.

The purpose of the study reported here was 10
evaluate the effect of a TNR program on a {ree-roaming
cat population. The site of the study was a university
campus on which several cat colonies had become
established soon after inception in the latec 1960s: tvp-
ically, the colonies formed around food services and
student dormitories. Periodically, cats were apped [
euthanasia when cat populations increased 1o nusance
levels. Beginning in 1991, university employees and
students developed a program to capture cats for neu-
tering, followed by return to the colony or adoption
For the purposes of this study, the term frec-roaming
refers to unowned cats of feral or socialized sttus

Materials and NMethods

Location—The University of Central Florida occupics
1,415 acres; approximately one-third ol the campus sie
especially the outer perimeter, is heavily wooded. The cam
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pus population comprises over 38,000 students and employ-
ees: resident students are not allowed o keep pets. On-site
construction frequently affects the availability of cat habitats

Data collection-—-Beginning in 1991, volunteers began
a ovganized cffort 1o capture free-roaming cats on campus
lor neutering and to keep records of cat sightings and human
interventions. Additional colonies were added to the contwrol
program as they were discovered. Cats were recorded as kit-
tens if they were believed to be €6 months of age. Cats were
classified as feral if thev avoided human contact. The dis-
tinction between feral and socialized cats was imprecise
because some cats became more tame with time, and some
cats were {riendly only toward their feeders and not toward
other humans. The socialization status of cats was recorded
only at the time of first appearance and was not revised to
reflect changes over time. By 1996, all cats on campus were
identified and cataloged, including photographs and written
descriptions of each cat, socialization status (feral vs social-
ized), colony alliliatons, and f{inal outcomes. Data {rom the
daily observation logs were condensed into quarterly reports
These reports were reviewed retrospectively for the period
from January 1991 to April 2002.

Cat care program—~Free-roaming cats were trapped by
members of the Friends of Campus Cats volunteer organiza-
tion and transported to veterinarians in private practice or
Orange County Animal Services for neutering. Cats were vac-
cinated against panleukopenia, calicivirus infection, rhino-
tracheitis, and rabies. The tip of an car was removed or
notched to identify neutered cats. Selected cats, primarily
those that appeared ill or those that were mature males, were
tested for FelV and FIV. Cats with positive test results were
euthanatized. Following neutering, most cats were returned
to their trapping site and released. Many cats, especially kit-
tens and socialized adults, were eventually removed for adop-
tion, but this often occurred long after neutering and return
to the coleny. Most socialized cats were transferred to other
tocal rescue organizations for adoption, but some cats were
adopted by campus employees and students. Cats found their
own shelter, often under buildings. Cat food was provided
every day by volunteers. Feeding stations were placed to
avoid drawing human attention to the cat colonies; food
dishes were placed in small moats to prevent insect infesta-
tion. Amounts of food provided were adjusted to prevent
accumulation of excessive leftovers that might attract
wildlife. Injured or ill cats were recaptured for veterinary
attention or euthanasia.

Statistical analyses—Descriptive statistics were calcu-
fated for data regarding population variables.

Resuits

Cats—One hundred fifty-five cats were recorded
on the campus during the reporting period; these
included 116 unsocialized feral cats and 39 cats that
were socialized at the time of first appearance (Table

1). Of the feral cats, 58% were kittens; most (69%) of

the socialized cats were adults, Fifty-five percent of the
155 cats were males. Only 7 (5%) cats were neviered 2
the tme of inidal capuure, including 5 <socia
adults, 1 socialized kitten, and 1 [erai aduit

Cat colonies—Colonies were defined as « feeding
rea and shelter frequented by an appareniy swuable
population of cats. Eleven discrete cat colonics were
identified. In most instances. cats were iniii! =
ed by a readily available food source and the o
ate feeding ensued. Two of the colonies were oo

I

5 near academic or administrative buildings. and 1 ina
parking garage. The cats typically [ound their own
shelter, usually beneath buildings or trailers. The aan
imum number of cats in each of the 11 colonies rnacdd
from 3 to 25. During the reporting period. ai . b
had reductions in numbers of cats so that the wioe o
colonies at the end of the study ranged trom | 105 cats:
cats were removed for adoption, disappeared. euthana-
tized, died, or moved to the surrounding wooded envi-
ronment (Table 2).

All cats did not remain in the
throughout the reporting period. OF the D55 00w 0
moved locations at least once, L7 spent e o oiin
colonies, 11 roamed without a lixed colonv, ;nd 14
moved to the perimeter woods where they were noy
regularly observed. Of the 24 cats that moved between
locations, 14 (58%) were males; this {inding was simi-
lar to the proportion of males overall. Some cats moved
locations on 2 or 3 occasions, often after long periods
of residence at a single location; median time spent in
the original location was 3.0 years (range, 0.1 0 6.0
years). Subsequently, cats spent a median of 3.3 vears
(range, 0.2 to 5.8 years) in a second site (n = 24 cais).
1.3 years (range, 0.3 1o 2.6 years) in a third location
(6), and 1.5 years in a fourth location (1), For cxant
ple, 1 male cat was {irst observed as a [eral kiten in
August 1993. The cat was castrated in January 1994
and then returned to its colony, where it remained Tor

G (RPN

Table 1-~Characteristics of 155 free-roaming cats at inclusion in
a trap-neuter-return and adoption population control program

Variable Feral cats Socialized cats Total
Ne. 116 39 155
Age
Kittens 75 12 87
Adults 41 27 58
Sex
Male 67 18 85
Female 43 21 70

Table 2—Disposition of 155 free-roaming cats included in a trap-neuter-return and adoption population controf prograrm

Original Age group
Sex socialization status at disposition Duration on campus (y}
Dispostien No. of cats {%) Maie Female Feral Socialized Kitten Adult Mean *+ SD Median Range
Remaining 23 {15%} i 12 22 1 0 23 6.7 %22 6.8 1.3-115
Adopted 73 (47%) 35 3 42 N 22 51 16 *23 04 0-105
To woods 9 {6%) 6 3 9 0 4 9 06 +09 0.1 0-2.2
Disappeared 23 {15%) 15 8 22 1 0 23 33 %21 29 g.4-75
Died 10 {6%) 4 6 10 0 4} 10 46 + 2.4 47 0.3-8.3
Euthanatized 17 (11%) 14 3 1 6 0 17 3027 29 0-8.5
Total 155 85 10 116 39 22 133 2929 2.0 115
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3.4 vears until its shelter was demolished during con-
struction in June 1997, The cat then roamed without a
[ixed colony for 2.3 years unti! September 1999 when
it joined a second colony for 1.3 years. None of the cats
in the second colony had shared the oviginal colony
with this cat. Finally, in January 2001, the cat again
roamed withour a fixed colony throughout the remain-
der of the reporting period (1.2 years). Overall, this cat
spent 8.3 vears in 2 different colonies with 2 extended
periods of roaming without a fixed colony.

Three of the 11 colonies were eventually depleted
of cats. In 1 colony, the cats’ shelter was demolished o
make way for construction of new dormitories. Of the
6 cats residing in the colony at the time of demolition,
1 was adopted immediately, 1 was not observed again,
2 immediately joined other colonies, 1 joined another
colony alter roaming for 2 years, and 1 was adopted
alter roaming without a fixed colony for 2 years. All 3
cats that relocated selected dilferent colonies to join.
Two colonies gradually decreased in size because of
attrition and relocation of members to other colonies;
eventually, these were depleted as the last members
were adopted. Despite the presence of cats for 7 to 9
vears before the colonies were dishanded and the ongo-
ing availability of food, these colonies have not been
recstablished by new arrivals.

Ten cats relocated to the perimeter woods where
they were not regularly observed. Nine of these
remained in the woods. One cat had been in its colony
for 1.1 years but moved into the woods for 3.9 years;
on return to the main campus area, this cat joined a dif-
ferent colony for an additional 1.1 years before it dis-
appeared.

Adoptions—Nearly hall (47%) of the 155 cats
were adopred, including 70% (19/27) of the socialized
adults and all 12 of the socialized kittens. In addition,
9 ol 41 (22%) feral adults and 33 of 75 (44%) feral kit-
tens were adopted. Socialized kittens and cats were
more likely to be adopted soon after their capture and
neutering than were feral cats. All but 1 of the 12
socialized kittens were adopted within 4 months of
arrival, and 12 of the 19 socialized adults were adopt-
ed within 4 months. The other 8 socialized cats
remained on site for a median of 3.2 years (range, 0.5
to 5.8 years) before being adopted. Within 4 months of
arrival on site, 11 of 33 feral kittens and 2 of 9 feral
adults were adopted. The other 29 feral cats remained
on site a median of 2.4 years (range, 0.4 to 10.5 years)
before adoption. One female feral cat was observed on
site for several years prior to the recording period and
was adopted after 10.5 years in the study, at the esti-
mated age of at least 14 years.

Deaths and disappearances—Ten cats (6% ol the
population) were found dead during the reporting peri-
od. In 6 cats, death was attributed to automobile trau-
ma. Cause of death was unknown in the other 4 cats.

Severe illnesses, including neoplasia (n = 2), injury
(1), and unspecified diseases (3) resulted in the
cuthanasia of 6 cats (4%). Eleven (7%) cats without
ouwtward evidence of illness were euthanatized because
of positive test results for FelV or FIV. Euthanasia per-
formed solely on the basis of positive FelV or FIV test

results occurred equally among feral and socintio b
and frequently after several vears ol reaiden

was not possible 10 evaluaie (he it o

these viral diseases. because oniv viis I

was a strong index of suspicion were tested

Twenty-three (13%) cats were los o folion ;
and all burt 1 of these cats were feral. One fovad vy
escaped during transportation for neuicvingl s
known whether the other cars died. refocated o
areas, or were adopted without the knowiede -
study volunieers.

Deaths, euthanasias, and disappearances olien
occurred after cats had resided on site {or several years.
Deaths occurred following a median of 4.7 years
(range, 0 to 8.3 years), euthanasias of debilitated cars
after a median of 5.1 years (range, 0.1 10 8.5 vears?,
euthanasias of cats with positive test resulis for felv o
FIV after a median of 2.1 years (range, 0 10 3.8 veuarst
and losses to follow up after 2 median of 2.9 years
(range, 0.4 to 7.5 years).

Impact on the cat population—Although the neu-
tering and adoption program had been in effect since
1991, a complete census of cats was not completed
until 1996. At that time, 68 cats were recorded in resi-
dence, and all but 1 male feral cat were neutered. The
total number of cats present at the end of the reporting
period 6 years later was 23, representing a 66% reduc-
tion in the cat population from the original census. Of
those remaining cats, only 1 was a socialized adult. and
the others were adult feral cats; 11 males und 12
females remained. No kittens were obscrved on sie
after 1995. Median duration on site {or the cats present
at the end of the reporting period was 6.8 years (range,
1.3 to 11.5 years).

Discussion

Before the initiation of a TNR program with adop-
tion, free-roaming cats were considered by campus
authorities to constitute a nuisance. Periodic trap and
removal efforts were made when excessive cat numbers
prompted complaints about on-site noise and odor
Campus employees and residents contributed to these
problems by offering large amounts of cat food n pub-
lic locations, attracting not only more cats bur alse
wildlife such as raccoons and opossums and pests
including cockroaches and ants. Although records
were not kept prior to 1991, observers estimated that
the campus cat population might have reached 120
cats. A group of students attempted to reduce the num-
ber of resident cats by removing approximately 30 kit-
tens for adoption, and approximately 8 adult cats were
neutered and returned to campus. However, the con-
trol effort was not sustained, and the cat population
again increased.

The TNR program instituted in 1991 incorporated
neutering, euthanasia of sick animals, and adoption of
socialized cats and feral cats that eventually became
tame enough to become pets. With the exceprion of |
male cat, all original study cats were neutered between
1991 and 1995, and no kittens were known 10 be born
on campus after 1995. As a result of deaths, disappear-
ances, and adoptions, the known maximum cat popu-
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lation (68 cats in 1996) gradually decreased to 23 cats,
the lowest number for the entire recording period.

A muajority (57%) of the cats entered the project as
kittens, and most of those were feral cats born on site.
Feral cals were most numerous, compnsmg 75% of the
population. Male cats comprised 35% of the poj )ula—
tion. Several studies have revealed that males equal™ or
outnumber™"* females in free-roaming cat popula-
tions, although majorities” of females have also been
1'cp<mcd In contrast, female cats are reported to com-
prise a slight majority (55 to 58%) of cats neutered in
2 large TNR programs, which together have neutered
more than 20,000 cars.”™ 1t is possible that female cats
are more easily trapped or that cat caretakers preferen-
tally target females for neutering.

Adoptions accounted for a substantial portion of
the decrease in the cat population, even among feral
cats. It has been reported™’®* that feral cats become
less aggressive toward each other and more friendly
toward their feeders following neutering, and this may
have encouraged adoption of previously {eral cats. Cats
were often transferred to private homes only after sev-
eral years of free-roaming status. The pcrmanLnL place-
ment of cats in homes is consistent with conventional
animal welfare values; the more traditional pet lifestyle
is considered to meet the needs of domesticated pet
species better than a homeless and {ree-roaming exis-
tence.’

Despite widespread concern about the wellare of
free-roaming cats, many of the animals in our study
survived for a number of years. Most cats (83%) sull
remaining on site at the end of the observation period
had been present for > 6 years. This compares favor-
ably with the mean lifespan of 7.1 years reported for
pet cats,” particularly as almost half of the cats in our
study were first observed as adults of unknown age.
Most cats (61%) that disappeared, died, or were eutha-
natized for debilitating conditions had been present for
at least 3 years. In general, the cats were in adequate
physical condition, and only 4% were euthanatized for
humane reasons. Previous studies™” found no signifi-
cant differences in body weights of free-roaming cas,
compared with pets; commonly, free-roaming cats were
in adequate body condition.™** Neutering of [ree-
roaming cats results in increased weight and body con-
dition, similar to that observed tollowing neutering of
owned cats.”

The program enhanced the welfare of cats by pre-
venting the birth of kittens. Virtually no information
exists concerning survival of free-roaming kittens, but
death rate is expected to be high in this age group. It is
proposed that a mortality rate of > 50% in free-roam-
ing kittens prior to maturity contributes to the rela-
tively stable population of cats**'™" Free-roaming
female cats producc 1.1 to 2.1 litters of 3.6 to 5.0 kit-
tens/y* ™ in the population of 70 female cats of this
report, the birth rate would therefore be 277 to 735 kit-
tens/y, and most would die before adulthood.

Multiple studies™* ™ have confirmed that the pro-
vision of food for free-roaming cats is a widespread
activity involving 9 to 22% of households. Several
studies’ PN have also documented the intense
human-animal bond that {orms between cat feeders

and free-roaming cats, even if the cats are 100 wild (o
be approached. Attempts to control populations by
removal of cats are often met with opposition and sub-
otage by cat feeders who have formed an attachinent o
the cats; in our study, employees and students openly
violated policies against feeding the cats and interfered
with trapping efforts by university officials during
removal campaigns. [n contrast, programs that contio!
the population and improve the well-being of ¢
neutering {requently have the support of cat i
who may be recruited to assist with wappimyg and =
agement.”" "™ Several TNR programs to control indi-
vidual colonies of cats have been reported.” ™ In a
TNR program to control a population of 4! frec-roam-
ing cats at a research and hospital facility, researchers
gained the cooperation of patients with assurances that
cats would be returned after neutering.” Fortw of the
cats were returned, and 1 was euthanatized because of
advanced illness. Three years later, 30 of the original
cats remained and 6 new cats had joined the colony.
resulting in a slight decrease in colony size. A series of
254 cats in multiple small colonies were neutered at
various British locations in the 1970s and 1980s": alic
5 years, 21% of the cats were adopted, and 70% ol lh\
cats that were returned to the colonies remaned. v
another long-term study,” TNR was used to control a
colony of cats residing in abandoned garages in
London. The original colony size of 20 cats remained
relatively stable, primarily because the number of
immigrants into the colony was nearly balanced by
deaths during the 5-year study period. Only 1 litter of
kittens was born during the study. At the end of the
study, 17 cats were present, and complaints about the
cats were virtually eliminated. These studies concluded
that TNR results in stabilization or modest reduction of
colony size, reduced cat turnover, and healthier cats.
Failures of TNR to control cat colonies also exist. A
l-year study” of TNR programs in 2 southern Florida
parks revealed that the presence of well-fed cat colonics
encouraged illegal abandonment of additional s
While the original population of 81 cats declined 20%
during 1 year, the arrival of new cats prevented reduc-
tion of the colonies, and 88 cats were present at the end
of the study. Results of the study also refuted an oft-
cited claim that an established colony of cats will
defend its territory and prevent the immigration of new
arrivals. Minimal territorial activity by the cats was
observed, and aggressive encounters between cats were
usually limited to enforcement of feeding order. In our
study, placement of feeding stations in discrete loca-
tions minimized public awareness of the cat colonies
Sexually intact socialized cats that were apnurentiv
abandoned joined the colonies; their prescice conhi
have undermined the control program had they not
been promptly captured and neutered. Migration ol cats
between colonics was common, and resident cais did
not always prevent the immigration of new members
The results of our study indicated tha
reduction of free-roaming cat numbers 1w
TNR. However, natural atirition ol cais v
expected 1o result in a slow rate of populu::m‘ dechine
Implementation of an aggressive program ol adepiion

{or socialized cats accelerates that decline. fmmie:
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or abandonment of new cats may be a frequent event,
and free-roaming cats do not appear to have sufficient
territorial activity to prevent new arrivals [rom perma-
nently joining colonies. These new arrivals could sub-
stantially limit the success of TNR if an ongoing sur-
veillance and maintenance program is not effective.

“MWoods JE, Levy JK. Human interactions with frec-roaming cats in
Alachoa County, Florida (abstr), in Proceedings. Coll Vet Med Res
Presentation Day 2000

‘Castillo D. Population estimates and hehavioral analyses of managed
car (Felis catus) colonies located in Miami-Dade County. Florida,
pritks. M3 thesis, Departunent of Environmental Studices, Florida
International University. Miami, 'la. 2001.
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Implementation of a Feral Cat
Management Program
on a University Campus

Kathy L. Hughes and Margaret R. Slater
College of Veterinary Medicine
Texas A&LM Universiry

In August 1998, Texas A&M University implemented on campus a trap-test-vacci-
nate-alter-return-monitor (TTVARM) program to manage the feral cat population.
TTVARM is an internationally recognized term for trapping and neutering programs
aimed at management of feral cat populations. In this article we summarize results of
the program for the period August 1998 to July 2000. [n surgery laboratones, sentor
veterinary students examined cats that were humanely trapped once a month and
tested them for feline leukemia and feline immunodeficiency virus infections, vacci-
nated, and surgically neutered them. They euthanized cats testing positive for either
infectious disease. Volunteers provided food and observed the cats that were returned
to their capture sites on campus and maintained in managed colonies. The program
placed kittens and tame cats for adoption; cats totaled 158. Of the majority of 138 cap-
tured cats, there were less kittens caught in Year 2 than in Year 1. The proportion of
tame cats trapped was significantly greater in Year 2 than in Year 1. The prevalence
found for feline leukemia and feline immunodeficiency viras ELISA test positives
was 5.8% and 6.5%, respectively. Following surgery, 101 cats retumed to campus.
The project recaptured, retested, and revaccinated more than one-fourth of the cats
due for their annual vaccinations. The program placed 32 kittens, juveniles, and tame
adults for adoption. The number of cat complaints received by the university’s pest
control service decreased from Year I to Year 2.

Feral cats are a concern in the United States and around the world. Concerns
center around issues of public health, cat welfare, impacts on wildlife, and meth-
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ods for controlling these populations (Mahlow & Slater. 1996: Patronek. 1995,
The term feral is used to denote a spectrum of behavior in cats, represeniing
varying levels of socialization dependent on the cat’s history and experiences
(Patronek, 1998). Although some of these cats previously mav have been animal
companions, in general they are too unsocialized to be placed as pets. Thus.
there is controversy over how to control these populations.

A population of cats has existed on the Texas A&M University campus for
many years. The campus is in a community of approximately 100,000 and has
an enrollment of more than 44,000 students (Texas A&M University, 2001). The
campus is near the edge of town, adjacent to pastures as well as residential ar-
eus; thus, the campus cal population is contiguous with the cat population in the
community. The campus group is thought to have developed from pet cats aban-
doned or lost by students and neighbors. Thus, the population consists of cats
born feral from nonneutered former pets as well as cats who have been lost or
abandoned more recently.

Because of concerns associated with these cats, the university has attempted to
control this population and historically has done so through traditional pest control
measures: trapping and euthanasia. In response to concerns from some faculty and
staff that these methods were not effective and that other more effective and hu-
mane methods existed, an alternative approach was proposed and implemented.
This alternative method was aimed at management of the population rather than
pest control and was implemented in the summer of 1998. The method, known as
trap-test-vaccinate-alter-return-monitor (TTVARM), strives to control population
growth through neutering and maintaining the cats at their original site in managed
colonies where food is provided and the cats are observed (Patronek, 1998). Pro-
ponents of this method believe that maintaining the cats at the original location
will keep the environmental niche filled and help prevent immigration of new cats
(Universities Federation for Animal Welfare [UFAW], 1995).

In contrast, when trapping and euthanasia are employed, a few cats often escape
capture and will repopulate the area—as long as food and shelter are available
(Mahlow & Slater, 1996; UFAW, 1995). A few studies of the implementation of
this type of program on small populations of feral cats have been carried out and
have found the populations to remain relatively stable with no new kittens being
produced (Neville & Remfry, 1984; Zaunbrecher & Smith, 1993). Although re-
ducing reproduction in the population, TTVARM programs, it is believed, im-
prove the health of feral cats and reduce the public health risks and risks to
free-roaming pet cats because the ferals are vaccinated for rabies and feline infec-
tious diseases at the time of neutering. Neutering also alters certain behaviors,
making cats less likely to roam, spray, and fight (Mahlow & Slater, 1996), further
lessening the risk of spreading disease as well as decreasing nuisance complaints.
Thus, the campus program’s goal was to manage the population more humanely
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through nonlethal measures by reducing growth through neutering while reducing
complaints associated with these cats.

METHODS
Trapping

A TTVARM program began on the university campus in August 1998, Trapping
was carried out approximately every 4 to 6 weeks from August 1998 through
July 2000, except in December. The December 1998 trapping session was con-
ducted 2 weeks after the November period, and the December 1999 session was
cancelled because of the senior veterinary students’ taking their national board
exams.

Typically, trapping occurred for 4 to 6 nights (range 2 to 8). Humane live traps
(Raccoon-Opossum Transfer Trap and XL Raccoon Transfer Trap, Tomahawk
Live Trap Co., Tomahawk, WI) were used to trap the cats. Generally, 10 to 20
traps per night were set (range 3 to 25). The minimum number set in any trapping
period was approximately 30 traps, as the minimum number of traps per night and
the minimum number of nights per trapping period never occurred in combination.
Trap numbers were reduced toward the end of a period or if it was raining, as cats
were unlikely to be caught under these conditions. Increased numbers were set
during the winter and spring breaks because the campus was less active at these
times. Traps were set in areas known or suspected to have cats and were placed in
less conspicuous sites, so as to be less visible to passers-by.

Various baits and trapping methods were used in an attempt to maximize trap-
ping success. Canned cat food, tuna, and dry cat food were used most often, but
other foods such as hot dogs and sardines were also tried. Covering traps with tarps
or plastic garbage bags was also done periodically, either for protection {rom rain
or in an attempt to alter the trap’s appearance to encourage trap-shy cats to enter.
Other variations in trapping methods included covering the wire mesh floor of the
trap with newspaper and using a wooden box trap. Feeding out of a trap, without
setting the trap, was also tried. This feeding method was carried out for a few days
to a few weeks before the trap was set. Traps were placed in the evening and, to re-
duce interaction between people and trapped cats, typically were checked eatly in
the morning. Cats caught were transferred to a holding area in the Small Animal
Clinic of the Veterinary Tecaching Hospital.

The cats were kept in specially modified cages, which allowed for feeding and
cleaning the cats without handling them. The floors of the cages were slotted to ai-
low waste to drop through into a tray that could be removed for cleaning. The
doors of the cages, although able to open in a standard manner, also had a guillo-
tine door. This feature allowed caretakers to maneuver bowls and litter trays into
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and out of the cages while reducing the risk of escape. The cages also contained a
squeeze fealure.

Data Collection and Analysis

At the time of initial capture. each cat was assigned an identification number. An in-
dividual record was made for each cat, using data sheets developed for recording the
cat’s identification and health information. Breed and estimated age were recorded
at this time, along with weight, coatcolor, and a physical description. Age estimates
were based on size, body weight, and dentition, with one veterinarian making the
majority of the estimates. Gender was determined after the cathad been anesthetized
for the surgery lab. Information regarding feline leukemia (Fel.V)/feline immuno-
deficiency virus (FIV) status. vaccination information, and microchip number was
recorded on each cat’s data sheet. Occasionally, tame cats were trapped or found, in
which case gender was determined during routine physical examination. To provide
an age distribution of the population, age categories were defined as follows: kitten
(<3 months); juvenile (3 monthsto | year); young adult (1 yearto 5 years); adult (Sto
10 years); geriatric (> 10 vears). Cats then were placed into categories based on their
estimated ages.

Blood samples were taken from each cat either when anesthetized for the sur-
gery laboratory or during physical examination if the cat was tame. Using a com-
mercial ELISA test (Snap® FellV Antigen and FIV Antibody Combo Test,
IDEXX Laboratories, Inc., Westbrook, ME), samples were tested for FelLV and
FIV. The prevalence found in Year 1 and Year 2 was compared by Fisher’s exact
test, as was the prevalence found in ferals and tame cats.

The number of cats caught in Year | of the program was computed and com-
pared to the number caught in Year 2. The proportion of males and females caught
in each year was analyzed by chi-square. The difference in proportion of kittens
caughtin each year also was analyzed. In addition, the number of kittens caught in
the first year was divided by season and analyzed by chi-square. The number of
tame cats caught in each year that were estimated to be al least 6 months old. was
totaled and analyzed using Fisher's exact test. The number of cats returned to cam
pus and later recaptured for annual vaccination was compared to the total number
returned and due for vaccination. The weights of those cats recaptured for annual
vaccination that were estimated to be at least 1 year of age at the time of neutering,
were compared to their weights at neutering, using the Wilcoxon signed rank test.

Initially, any cat involved in a bite incident was euthanized and submitted for
rabies testing. The decision to cuthanize these cats. rather than quarantine them.
was made because of concerns of the college’s Hospital Research Review Com-
mittce, which oversees research programs on nonuniversity owned animals. The
policy was amended in the latter part of Year 2 to allow for quarantine on a
case-by-case basis.
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The number of complaints received by the university’s pest control service for
cats was tabulated for the period January 1999 through July 2000. Approximate to-
tals for costs of surgeries and traps were tabulated. Number of person hours wus
estimated for time spent feeding. monitoring, trapping, and conducting surgeries.

Surgery Laboratories

On the Friday at the end of each trapping session, surgery laboratories were con-
ducted. Inthe laboratories, the cals were anesthetized; given physical examinations;
tested for FelLV and FIV: and. if negative, vaccinated for rabies, feline
panleukopenia, feline rhinotracheitis. calicivirus, and, occasionally, leukemia—de-
pending on which combination vaccine was used (Imrab™ 3, Merial, Inc., Athens.
GA; Eclipse™ 3+ FelLV/R. Fort Dodge Laboratories, Inc., Fort Dodge, [A: Triva-
lent Intranasal and Intraocular Vaccine, Boehringer Ingetheim Animal Health, Inc..
St. Joseph, MO). Microchips were implanted (FriendChip™, AVID™ Norco, CA}
and cats were surgically neutered. using accepted techniques (Fossumet al., 1997).
Kittens were neutered if they were estimated to be at least 8 weeks old, based on a
minimum body weight of 0.9 kg (Howe, 1997; Theran, 1993). After the cats were
neutered, they were ear-tipped for identification as neutered feral cats (Cuflfe.
Eachus, Jackson, Neville, & Remfry, 1983). The ear-tipping procedure consisted ol
removing approximately | em from the tip of the pinna by astraight cut after crush-
ing with a hemostat. Styptic sticks were used if needed to control bleeding
(Stypt-Stix, Vetus Animal Health, Burns Veterinary Supply, Rockville Centre.
NY). The leftear tip was removed in females and in males, the right. Cats that tested
positive for FeLV or FIV were euthanized. These cats were submitted for necropsy
beginning in the fourth month of the program. Blood samples were collected from
FIV+ cats for potential testing of viral status postmortem, through viral isolation, as
part of another study.

Senior veterinary students, as part of their clinical rotations, performed the lab-
oratory procedures. To prepare the students, handouts describing the protocol
were provided prior to the laboratory. A veterinary technician supervised the stu-
dents in drawing blood, placing intravenous catheters and endotracheal tubes, and
clipping and preparing the cats for surgery. A velerinary surgeon supervised the
surgical and ear-tipping procedures. Cats were retumed to their site of capture ap-
proximately 2 days following surgery.

Management

Tame cats and kittens young enough to be socialized were placed for adoption.
An estimated age of 3 months was generally the maximum age at which social-
ization of kittens was attempted. Tame cats were held for 3 days and, in an at-
tempt to locate the owner, were listed with the local animal shelter, in the lost
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and found section of the local paper. and with the front desk of the Sreall Ao
mal  Clinic. Like the ferals. unclaimed cals were  tested. vacoimaied
microchipped, and neutered. They then were placed for adoption. Previously le
ral cats that later became socialized also were placed for adoption.

A volunteer organization. limited to faculty, staff, and students, acted as care-
takers of the managed colonies. Returned cats were fed at feeding stations set up
around campus that, subject to the availability of volunteers. were replenished
daily. Volunteers also observed for the presence of new or ill cats.

Periodically, cats were caught between scheduled trapping, in which case the
cat was worked into the general surgery service’s schedule and was tested, vacci-
nated, microchipped, neutered, and ear-tipped as during the laboratories.

RESULTS

From August 1998 through July 2000, a total of 158 cats were caught on cam-
" pus. Most of these were caught in traps, but some, such as kitiens and tame cats,
were occasionally caught by hand. The number of cats caught in Year 1 was
summarized for comparison to the number captured in Year 2 (Table I). Al-
though a greater proportion of males was caught in Year 2 than in Year 1. there
was no association between gender and year, ¥2(1, N = 158) = 1.47, p = 22, Al-
though 20 kittens were caught in Year 1, only 3 kittens were caught in Year 2.
The proportion of kittens caught in Year 2 was less than the proportion of kittens
caught in Year 1 but was not statistically significant (p; ~ p. = .08, p = 39). It
was thought unlikely that the 3 kittens in Year 2 were born on campus, as they
were found in unusual locations and found as single kittens with no littermates.
Excluding these kittens from the analysis, the proportion of kittens captured in
Year 2 was significantly less than the proportion in Year 1 (p{ —p2 =.16, p = .02).
In Year 1, a significantly greater proportion of kittens was captured in the fall than
in any other season, ¥2(3, N = 123) = 10.006, p = .02. The prevalence of cats testing
positive for FeLLV and FIV was calculated (Table 1). This calculation was based on
the testing of 155 cats. Three cats were not tested for the following reasons: One
was euthanized for rabies testing as the result of a bite incident, one was a kitten
found dead, and the third was a tame cat found bearing identification and was re-
turned to the owner. The kitten found dead was not captured in a trap but was found
in the mud next to a drainpipe and was presumed to have drowned. Although the
prevalence of both FIV and FelLV decreased in Year 2, this was not statistically
significant (pry > .99, prery = .46). Two of the FIV+ cats had their viral status
tested postmortem and both were confirmed positive. Of the 20 cats testing posi-
tive for FeLL'V or F1V, there was | FIV+ tame cat, but the difference in prevalence
between ferals and tame cats was not statistically significant (prerv = .38; priv >
.99). The majority of FeLV+ cats were estimated to be kittens or juveniles (67%).
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TABLE 1
Comparison of Population Demographics and Outcomes for Years 1 and 2

Year
/ 2 Total
N G N Y N %

Total caught 123 33 158

Males 56 46 20 57 76 48

Females 67 54 15 43 82 52
Ages

Kiiten* 20 16 3 9 23 15

Juvenile” 16 13 9 26 25 16

Young adult 76 62 20 57 96 61

Adule 10 9 3 9 13 8

Geriatric® 1 | 0 0 l |
Quicomes

Returned to campus 85 69 16 46 101 64

Died (after returned) 1 5 6

Returned to owner 1 l 0 0 1 1

Adopted 16 13 16 46 32 20

Found dead (not caught) 1 1 0 0 I |

Euthanized 20 16 3 9 23 15
Total tested 120 35 155

FIV+ b 6.7 2 5.7 10 6.5

FeLLV+ 3 6.7 I 2.9 9 S8

Fel . VHFIV+ | 0.8 0 0 1 0.6
Bitc incidents 3 0 3
Quarantined 0 1 i

“l_ess than 3 months old. "3 months to 1 year, ©1 year to S years. %5 years to 10 years. ®Morc than 10
years.

while the majority of FIV+ cats were young adults (70%). The one cat testing posi-
tive for both FeLLV and FIV was a young adult. Three feral cats were involved in
bite incidents and were euthanized. All tested negative for rabies. A fourth bite in-
cident occurred involving a socialized kitten. The kitten was quarantined and re-
leased from quarantine at the end of 10 days.

The majority of the FeLV+ and FIV+ cats were clinically normal on physical
exam. One FeLLV+ cat was clinically ill. This was a kitten with flea anemia. An-
other FeLLV+ cat had a small mass on the lip but otherwise was clinically normal.
Three of the FIV+ cats had abnormal physical exam findings. One cat had facial
dermatitis, one had ocular discharge and a swelling ventral to the eye, and the third
cat had diarrhea and an upper respiratory infection. Necropsy results were avail-
able on 12 of these cats, as 6 were euthanized before necropsies were begun and re-



C-110

22 HUGHES AND SLATER

ports were not found for 2 cats submitted for necropsy. Two of the FIV+ cats and
one FeLLV+ cat had no significant lesions at necropsy. One FIV+ cat had diarrhea
clinically and only intestinal parasites found at necropsy. It was speculated that the
diarrhea may have been associated with the FIV+ status. Among the FIV+ cats,
one cat was diagnosed at necropsy with chronic fibrosing pancreatitis and one with
pulmonary edema. In the cat with pancreatitis, other findings were intestinal para-
sites, chronic enteritis, hepatitis and nephritis, alveolar edema, cystic rete ovarii,
and thrombus of the uterine vein.

Although these other findings were mild and not considered clinically signifi-
cant, it was thought that the presence of such a variety of lesions may have been as-
sociated with FIV. In the cat diagnosed with pulmonary edema, other findings that
were not considered clinically significant were intestinal parasites, mild
hepatocellular lipidosis and hydropic degeneration, mild focal portal hepatitis,
mild to moderate vitlus blunting of the small intestine, focal nephritis and lym-
phoid hyperplasia, and follicular lymphoid depletion. Another FIV+ cat had a
fibrotic lesion on the splenic capsule, possibly due to a previous trauma, intestinal
parasites, and a healing skin abrasion. Of the FeLV+ cats, one had hydrothorax and
atelectasis, but these were not considered clinically significant and no other lesions
were found. At necropsy, one Fel.V+ cat had intestinal lymphoid hyperplasia, as-
sociated with parasitism, and cystic rete ovarii; another had diffuse mild lymphoid
depletion of the white pulp in the spleen, mild enteritis, and intestinal parasites.
The lymphoid depletion was speculated to be related to the FeLV+ status. One
FelLV+ cat was diagnosed with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy at necropsy,
whereas another was diagnosed at necropsy with severe infestation of intestinal
parasites, a hepatic hematoma. and myelo-erythroid hyperplasia of the bone mar-
row, which may have been related to the FeLV+ status. The one cat who was
FelLV+ and FIV+ had lymphadenopathy and lymphoid hyperplasia, which was
thought to be associated with the FIV+ status as well as focal hepatocyte necrosis
and telangiectasia.

The total number of cats and kittens caught for Years 1 and 2 is summarized on a
month by month basis (Figure 1). The proportion of new tame cats caught in Yeur 2
(10:35) was significantly greater than the proportion caught in Year 1 (8:123; p =
001). Two cats, that were known and had been fed for a long period by employees.
were excluded from all the tame cat analyses. Rather than being placed for adoption.
these cats were maintained at their sites, whereemployees continued to feed them.

The number of cats recaptured that were due as of July 2000 for annual vaccina-
tion was compared to the total number of cats returned to campus and due for vac
cinations as of that date. A total of 23 cats (29%) out of 80 that were due for annual
vaccinations, were recaptured and given their annual vaccinations. All but 3 of
these cats were within 3 months of when they were due for vaccinations. Two of
the 3 cats were 6 months past due and the third cat was 8 months past due for vacci-
nation. All cats recaptured for their annual vaccinations were retested for FelLV
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FIGURE 1 Maonthly captures Year | versus Year 2.

and FIV, and all were negative. Weights at the time of annual vaccination were
compared to the weights at neutering for the 17 adult recaptures, with a difference
ranging from -0.4 kg to 1.8 kg and a median difference of 0.3 kg. The weights at
recapture were significantly greater than the weights at neutering (p = .01). Of the
4 cats who lost weight during this time, 1 cat was in late pregnancy at neutering, |
had been previously spayed, and | was a female heavily lactating. The fourth cat
was a male who lost 0.4 kg. On physical exam, he was found to have some scars
and skin lesions on his head. broken nails, and a broken tooth. Some firm hard
masses, presumed to be feces, were palpated in the abdomen, although the possi-
bility of an intestinal foreign body was also considered. No further diagnostics,
other than retesting for Fel.V and FIV, were performed. As he appeared generally
healthy, he was returned to his capture site 2 days following revaccination and has
been observed in the area since his return. He was originally captured for neutering
in January and recaptured in October.

There was one cardiac arrest during the laboratories. A juvenile arrested while
under anesthesia and was resuscitated but was blind following recovery. The cause
for the arrest was not identified. As a result of handling for nursing care, he became
socialized. He later regained partial vision and was placed for adoption.



C-112

24 HUGHES AND SLATER

A total of 17 kittens and juveniles, plus 15 tame adults were placed for adop-
tion. Of the tame cats caught, only 1 was reunited with the owner. This was the
only cat found bearing identification. One case of attempted socialization, which
failed, involved a 4-5 month old juvenile who initially seemed amenable to social-
ization. Over a period of approximately 6 weeks, the cat became gradually less so-
cial and was returned to the site of capture.

Of the 158 cats caught, 101 initially were returned to their site of capture a few
days following the surgery laboratories. Since their initial return, 9 cats became so-
cialized and were adopted into homes, in addition to the 32 other cats placed for
adoption. Six cats were known to have died. Four died as the result of trauma; |
from disease; and the sixth from unknown cause. Necropsies were performed on 5
of these cats. The body of the 1 whose cause of death was unknown was not recov-
ered. For the 4 cats that died from trauma, necropsy results were consistent with
trawma and included broken bones, hemorrhage, fractured liver, brain herniation,
and perforation of the thoracic cavity. One of the cats who died from trauma also
had concentric hypertrophy of the heart. The cat that died from disease was diag-
nosed at necropsy with acute encephalitis, enteritis presumed due to
panleukopenia infection, and pyelonephritis. Other findings were mild cystitis,
oral ulcers, postsurgical focal chronic peritonitis, vacuolar degeneration, sinus
plasmacytosis and mild plasmacytic pericholangitis bile stasis of the liver, and
plasmacytosis and mild hemosiderosis of the spleen.

For the period from January through July 1999, the university’s pest control
service reported five instances in which either a complaint about a cat was received
or a cat was caught while responding to another complaint. Only three such in-
stances were reported for the period August 1999 through July 2000 (personal
communication, Pest Control Supervisor P. Maxwell, August 10, 2001). Reports
from 1998 were not available.

The surgical costs of the program were approximately $9,800. The cost to the
program was half this amount, based on a 50 % rate reduction charged by the Vet-
erinary Teaching Hospital. The cost for traps was approximately $900. Other traps
were borrowed from the university’s Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Sci-
ences. Food, FeLLV and FIV test kits, vaccines, and microchips were donated.
Time spent in person-hours per week was approximately 15 for feeding and moni-

toring, 25 to 35 for trapping. and 35 for conducting surgeries.

DISCUSSION

The campus program generally has been viewed as a success by the veterinary
faculty and the university’s pest control service. The numbers of cats and kittens
caught on campus have decreased between the first and second years of the pro-
gram. The three kittens found in Year 2 were unlikely to have been born on
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campus. as no littermates or nursing [emales were seen. Furthermore, each was
found in open areas. such as parking lots and dog runs, and was easily picked up
rather than being trapped, suggesting that these socialized kittens were either
lost or abandoned. Although some of the kittens in Year 1 were caught by hand,
most were caught in areas where littermates or nursing females were also
caught. As to the variation in captures by season, the month of October—in
which a fitter of three kittens was captured—may account for the greater propor-
tion of fall captures. All other kittens were found singly or in pairs. No other ex-
planation was found for the increased proportion in fall. Although there was
variation in the number of traps set cach month, the number of cats caught did
not correspond necessarily to the number of traps set. Very few cats were caught
in some months, despite a large number of traps being set. Thus, despite the
variation in trapping effort, the number of cats caught by month can be com-
pared to see the decreasing trend in the number of new cats captured. The num-
ber of traps set was not a rate-limiting step.

Ideally, a population estimate. using the mark-recapture method, would have
been performed prior to the program’s implementation. However, a critical as-
sumption of this method is that marked and unmarked animals are equally
catchable, an assumption that often does not hold true in natural populations
(Krebs. 1989). Another method, relying on visual identification of individuals,
was ot feasible as many of the cats often were seen fleetingly and under condi-
tions—such as at night or from a distance—making exact identification difficult.
Given this limitation and the potential difficulty in recapturing cats, and because
the program’s goal was to neuter as many cats as possible. an initial population ¢s-
timate was not performed. It cannot be stated definitively that the total number ot
cats on campus has decreased because the study was not designed to determine
this. However, more than one-third of the cats were removed, and the results indi-
cate—based on the decrease in the number of complaints—that those who remain
are less of a nuisance than previously they were. The decline in complaints has
continued as only one was reported from August 2000 through July 2001 (personal
comimunication, Pest Control Supervisor P. Maxwell, Aug 10, 2001). Although
complaint records were not available for the period prior to 1999, it is known that
in the year before the program’s start, at least nine kittens either were caught by
pest control, as they were brought to the veterinary college for euthanasia, or found
by university personnel (personal communication, D. Fradkin, AFCAT founder,
August 27,2001). Typically. complaints associated with cats occurred every year.

Although nearly two-thirds of the cats caught in Year 2 were male, the overall
population of cats captured on the campus had approximately a 1:1 male to female
ratio. The majority of cats were young adults, followed by juveniles and kittens,
while only a low percentage were adult or geriatric cats.

The increase in the proportion of tame cats caught during Year 2 may be the re-
sult of the same number of tame cats coming in each year or may be the result of



C-114

26 HUGHES AND SLATER

cats from the surrounding neighborhoods replacing cals that were removed from
campus as a result of euthanasia and adoption. Such findings have been seen at
other sites where similar programs have been implemented. Neville and Remfry
(1984) carried out a trap-neuter-return program on a population consisting of two
small colonies in Regents Park in London. They found that the population re-
mained relatively stable following neutering, although two males disuppeared.
Several months following the disappearance of these cats, two other males ioined
the colony. These cats were subsequently trapped and neutered. The colony was
monitored for approximately 6 months after the arrival of these cats; in that time.
no other cats immigrated into the group, and there were no new litters of kittens.
Another possible source of tame cats could be people abandoning cats on campus.
To promote responsible pet ownership. the program provided education on cam

pus through presentations and distribution of brochures.

There is variation among TTYARM programs with regard to the details ot im
plementation, most notably in the decision (o test feral cats for FeLV and FIV. Be-
cause testing 1s expensive, imany programs opt not to test, preferring to focus their
limited resources on neutering as many cats as possible. Another concern over test
ing, besides cost, is the interpretation of results, particularly if cats testing positive
will be euthanized. For this program, the decision to test all cats for FeLV and FIV
and to euthanize those testing positive was made for several reasons. First, cost
was not a consideration as tests were donated to the program. Second, as this pro-
gram had an interest in research on feral cats’ health, as well as management of the
population, testing was desired to estimate the prevalence of these diseases. Fur-
thermore, given that it was not feasible to hold these cats to retest positives at a
later time to see if they remained positive or to do further confirmatory testing, it
was decided to euthanize all positives. Finally, as this program was being incorpo-
rated into the curriculum of a veterinary school, it was important to expose the stu-
dents to the complete implementation of TTVARM programs so that once they
were in practice they could make more informed decisions regarding feral cat
health and management.

The three bite incidents involving ferals were the result of human error. One oc-
curred when a university employee, not associated with the program, found a kit-
ten on campus and attempted to pick up the kitten. The second incident occurred
when a student reached for a cat who had awakened—an anesthetic hose having
come off-—just as surgery was starting. In the third incident, a cat recovering from
surgery knocked open the cage door; got loose; and, as picked up, bit the person,
despite the person’s heavy gloves being worn for protection. It was presumed that
the cage door had not been latched properly. All three incidents occurred during
the first 6 months of the program. Attention to detail was increased in an effort to
avoid further incidents. A fourth incident also was due to human error. It occurred
late in Year 2 and involved a veterinary student playing with a socialized kitten.
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The bite occurred when the kitten hecame frightened by a dog that cot looswe f!
lowing quarantine. the Kitten was pluced for adoption.

Althoughthe initial costs of starting up TTVARM programs can be substantial in
terms of money and time, these tend 1o decrease with time as fewer new cats are
caught. Often. people, providing free labor, are willing to donate their time to assist
with feeding and trapping. In addition, some of the financial costs can be defrayed
through donations. Although the affiliation with a veterinary college aided this pro-
gram in acquiring donations. other programs can obtain 501(c) 3 nonprofit status
(Internal Revenue Service, 2001), whichcan be beneficial when seeking donations.

At reduced frequency because fewer new cats are being captured, the colonies
on campus will continue to be managed through periodic trapping—with feeding
and observation continuing as before.
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Abstract

In Italy, which is rabies-free, the national Law No. 281 [Legge Nazionale 14 agosto 1991, No
281: Legge Quadro in materia di animali di affezione ¢ prevenzione del randagismo. Gazz. Ufl
Rep. Ital. no 203 del 30 agosto 1991: p. 3] on the management of pets and on the control of feral
cats has introduced the no-kill policy for this species. Thus, ““trap-neuter-release’™ (TNR)
programs have been carried out for >10 years. In this paper we present data on registered
colonies and censused cats in Rome from 1991 to 2000; the results of the neutering campingn
from 1991 to 2000; and a survey. on 103 cat colonies, on the ctfects of demographic control o1
urban feral-cat colonies in the city of Rome. carried out by the local Veterinary Public Servees
(VPS) in collaboration with the associations of cat care-takers. In 10 years almost 8000 were
neutered and reintroduced in their original colony. The spay/neuter campaigns brought about a
general decrease in cat number but the percentage of cat immigration (due to abandonment and
spontaneous arrival) is around 21%. This suggests that all these efforts without an cffective
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education of people to control the reproduction of house cats (as a prevention for abandonment)
arc a waste of money, time and energy.

2006 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

The debate about the no-kill policy is a topical subject in feral-cat population
management.

In Italy, the promulgation in 1991 of national Law No. 281 on the management of pets
and on the control of stray dogs and feral cats has introduced the no-kill policy for both
species. The crucial points of Law No. 281 {1991) concerning the management of leral cats
are:

1. Feral cats have the right to live free: they are protected and cannot be moved from their
colony.'

2. Feral cats have to be surgically neutered by the local Veterinary Public Services (VPS5
and reintroduced in their colony.

3. Cat care-takers (known also as “cat-lovers’ ) become an institutionalised figure. Colony
care-takers are gathered in associations; they can have the official assignment of the
management of a cat colony if the local VPS and the office for the animal welfare agree.
Management modalities are defined at the local level.

Cats are currently classified as feral when they can range freely and are not closely
attached to a particularly household (Passanisi and Macdonald, 1990) and/or if they avoid
human contact (Levy et al., 2003).

Among western countries Italy, that is rabies-free (Prosperi, 1974), represents the only
example were the “no-kill” policy hasbeen applied by law for > 10years. Killing the feral cats
has been illegal since 1991 (since 1988 for Rome and Latium Region, following the Regional
Law No. 63 (1988), now substituted by the Regional Law No. 34 (1997)). Instead, trap-neuter-
release (TNR) programs have been used. TNR programs are considered the most practical,
effective and humane way for controlling free-roaming cats because they are intended to
decrease reproduction without causing harm to the cats (Levy et al., 2003). Moreover, only
TNR programs encounter the approval and, thus, the cooperation of cat care-takers.

So far, the evaluation of the effect of a long-term TNR program on feral urban cat
populations is insufficient in our and other countries. Most published studies are short-term
(reviewed in Gunther and Terkel, 2002) and on only one (Levy et al., 2003; Zaunbrecher
and Smith, 1993) or two cat colonies (Neville and Remfry, 1984). Thus, it is difficult, if not
impossible, to determine if any change did in fact result from the method of treatment. The
only study carried out on an extensive scale (920 cats in 132 colonies) (Centonze and Levy,

! In the law the colony is not defined. Following Levy et al. (2003) in this paper a colony is defined as a feeding
area and shelter frequented by an apparently stable population of cats.
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2002), was done on colonies (70%) that were in rural areas or in small towns, and therefore is
not directly comparable with the results of TNR programs carried out in strictly urban areas.

Given the peculiar position of Italy in this context (due to the Italian laws) we feel that
results of long-term TNR extensive campaigns are crucial for understanding costs/benefits
of the method. Thus, in this paper we present:

Data on registered colonies and censused cats in Rome from 1991 to 2000.

The results of the neutering campaign from 1991 to 2000.

A survey on the effects, after several years, of demographic control of urban feral-cat
colonies in the city of Rome, by the VPS in collaboration with the associations of cat
care-takers.

WD

Due to the massive neutering campaign, we would expect a decrease in number of cats
and in the number of cat colonies.

2. Materials and methods

The subject of our study were feral cats inhabiting urban streets (Natoh, 1994).
Following the suggestion by Gunther and Terkel (2002). they might be defined correctlv. is
simply “‘street cats” because they lived in the street, they ranged freely and they did not
belong to a specific household and the majority of them were untamed.

Colonies were censused and registered by the VPS after an evaluation on the site and on
the state of the cats (feral versus free-roaming owned cats); cal care-takers were
responsible for capturing the cats that were then surgically neutered by the VPS und
reintroduced in their original colony. The tip of the left ear was cut to identify neutered cats.

In Rome, VPS are organised in five territorial units, from A to E. When the law came
out, only the VPS of Rome D was active and provided neutering for the whole city (and this
was done in the dog shelter). In 1997 the public veterinary practices of Units A, B, Cand E
were activated. Thus, because this paper concerns the activity by the Rome D VPS, data
reported here for the period 1997-2000 refer only to cat colonies of VPS Rome D rather
than for the whole city of Rome.

Urban feral-cat colonies living within the Municipality of Rome were registered by VPS at
the dog shelter since 1989 on the basis of: (a) citizen requests for cat-neutering or (b) the
notification of hygienic (bad smell due to remains of food, sprayed urine, etc.) and/or sanitary
(risk of transmission of zoonotic diseases) problems concerning the presence of cats.

A survey to describe the effects of the neutering campaign was started in November of
2000 and was completed in June 2001. We had resources to describe the number and the
status of 10% of colonies registered in the period 1991-2000 in Rome. The surveyed
colonies (103) were chosen within the Rome D Unit area from different contexts (historical
ruins, parklands, private gardens, hospital grounds) and of different sizes, to have a
representative sample of situations met in the city. Colonies were evaluated 2-6 years after
first registration; no colony registered before 1994 or after 1998 was surveyed. Data
recorded for each colony were: (1) number of cats initially registered c/o VPS (declared by
cat care-takers); (i) number of cats counted by VPS; (iii) number of cats neutered in public
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veterinary facilities; (iv) number of cats neutered privately (declared by cat care-takers):
(v) number of cats present at date of survey. checked by VPS; (vi) number of non-neutered
cals present at date of survey, checked by VPS.

Descriptive statistics are given. To evaluate the differences of number of cats in the colony
before versus after the neutering campaigns, Wilcoxon (paired) signed-rank test (1-tailed)
was applied. Furthermore, to assess the effects of different years on TNR program results.
Spearman’s rank correlation was applied to the difference in colony size under the neutering
program and the actual number of years (2-6) between the neutering and the survey

3. Results and discussion

The number of registered cat colonies has been steadily increasing from 1991 to 2000
(Table 1). Recall that the number of cat colonies that were registered tn 1991 (76) refers 1o
the whole city, whereas data reported for the 2000 refer only to a part of Rome (managed by
the Health Unit Rome D) and underlines a massive increase in the attention on management
of cat colonies.

Number of cats per colony ranged from 3 to more than 80. In 10 years, almost 8000 (out
of 13,273 cats declared and 5792 colonies registered) were captured by cat care-takers,
neutered by the VPS and reintroduced in their original colony by cat care-takers (Table 1);
2 cats out of 7980 died post-operatively.

Many cats were neutered privately at cat care-takers expenses; long time latency
between the request and the VPS intervention and lack of trust in the Public Service itself
were reasons more often given by cat-lovers for not using VPS facilities.

The survey carried out in 2000 on 103 cat colonies showed that the neutering
campaigns brought about a general decrease in cat number (from 1655 to 1293 censused
individuals) (Wilcoxon (paired) signed-rank test (1-tailed): Z=-3.6, N =103,
P < 0.001). In 55 colonies the number of cats decreased, in 20 it remained stable
whereas in 28 of them the number of cats increased. Before the neutering campaign the
number of cats per colony ranged from 4 to 50 (number of cats/colony: median = 12,
QR,s =10, QR45 = 20). After starting the neutering program, the number of cats per
colony ranged from 2 to 40 (number of cats/colony: median = 10, QRy5 = 6, QR75 = 106).
One colony went extinct and in another case only | cat remained from a colony originally
composed of 20 cats. Large colonies (21 cats or more) tended to be rarer (23 before and 9

Table |
Cat sterilization campaign in Rome (Italy) by Public Veterinary Service in cooperation with Associations for
Animal Protection (1991-2000)

Number Year

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997* 1998 1999 2000
Cats declared 1418 1696 1174 1896 2064 1704 1364 785 407 765
Cats sterilized 953 1257 1108 900 738 492 550 531 693 758
Colonies registered 76 194 313 433 562 681 799 863 906 965

* In 1997 other VPS facilities were activated in Rome (see text). Data here reported for the years 1997-2000
refer only to cat colonies of VPS Rome D.
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Table 2
Results of the survey carried out in 2000 on 103 catcolonies in Rome, 2- to 6-year interval between initial and {inu!
recordings

Total cats initially recorded 1655
Totat cats neutered by VPS 1003
Totul cats neutered privately 419
Total non-neutered cats present today 44
Total cats declared today 1293

after TNR program), whereas small sized colonies increased in number. TNR campaign
for feral cats is having some success albeit, not consistently seen in every colony.
Nevertheless, the results show that TNR programs have some effects after >2 years from
the beginning, as it was already hypothesised (Frank, 2004; Gunther and Terkel, 2002). In
fact, in this study the coloniecs that were neutered 2 years before the survey increased in
number of cats (13%), whereas colonics neutered 3, 4, 5 or 6 years before the survey
showed progressive decreases of 16, 29, 28 and 32%, respectively (Spearman’s rank
correlation = —0.90; 1-tailed P < 0.035).

However, on the whole, we had hoped for a more-important decrease in the numbers of
feral urban cats. In reality, although many cats are neutered and many neutered cats die
(from car accidents, etc.}), many cats are introduced in colonies (mainly by abandonment of
domestic house cats). Data of Table 2 show clearly this complex demographic dynamic.
The total number of cats neutered both by the VPS and privately is higher than the number
of cats declared during the survey. Moreover, at survey, 34% of the cats declared were non-
neutered. Available data on number of cats dead or disappeared and abandoned or
immigrated, given by cat care-takers and available only for 55 colonies out of 103, could
not be checked by VPS and were not included. If we compare number of cats initially
registered and the number of cats present today, the percentage of cat decrease (due 1o
death or disappearance) would be around 22%. But, if we consider the number of cats
neutered during the neutering campaign (1424) plus the number of non-neutered cats at
survey (441), the mortality or disappearance risk raises to 31%.

Moreover, if we compare number of non-neutered cats out of the cats initially
registered (231) and the number of non-neutered cats present today (44 1), the percentage
ol cat immigration (due to abandonment and spontaneous arrival) would be around 16%.
But, if we take into account the mortality risk of non-neutered cats, cat immigration raises
0 21%.

Cats born within the colony do not contribute substantially to the increase because
young kittens are almost invariably taken and homed by the cat care-takers.

These data suggest that the control of reproduction of owned pet cats is crucial 1o
achieve control of the feral-cat population. An effective information campaign is
needed so that the cat-owning public accepts the need for better management of their
‘pets’ fertility. Subsidized neutering for owned pet cats might be less expensive in the
long run.

Finally, after 15 years of experience, people involved in the management of urban feral
cats are aware that a more careful plan of neutering is desirable, but we also have 10 be
careful not to identify the concept of “welfare” with only “neutering”.
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4. Conclusions

This study gives some crucial information on the results of long lasting TNR programs
on a large number of urban feral cats. The main evidence is that TNR programs produce a
conspicuous (16-32%) decrease on total cat number, but not as great as hoped and not
before at least 3 years from neutering. TNR programs alone are not sufficient for managing
urban feral-cat demography, and we suggest that they be matched with an effective
educational campaign directed to citizens to reduce the high risk of owned-cat
abandonment.
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Control of rabies in Jaipur, India, by
the sterilisation and vaccination of

neighbourhood dogs

J. F. REeCg, S. K. CHAwLA

A programme to sterilise and vaccinate neighbourhood dogs against rabies was established in Jaipur, India.
Neighbourhood dogs were captured humanely, sterilised surgically, vaccinated against rabies and, when
they had recovered, released where they had been caught. Between November 1994 and December 2002,
24,986 dogs were treated in this way. Direct observational surveys of the local dog population indicated that
65 per cent of the females were sterilised and vaccinated, and that the population declined by 28 per cent.
The records of human cases of rabies seen in the main government hospital of the city between January
1992 and December 2002 showed that the number of cases had declined to zero in the programme area but

increased in other areas.

RABIES is a viral neurological discase affecting all mammals,
including human beings, which is invariably fatal once the
clinical signs have developed. It can be prevented by vacci-
nation but people continue to die from this distressing dis-
ease. Official figures may underestimate the true number of
human cases by up to 100 times {Fekadu 1991, Cleaveland
and others 2002). Rabies accouuts for approximately 20,000
human deaths annually in India alone (Anon 2004a). The
main vector of the disease is the domestic dog, and 94 per
cent of human cases in Asia are due to dog bites (Blancou
1988). About 45 per cent of human rabies cases are children
under 15 years old, and many more males than females are
affected (Fekadu 1991, Dutta 2002).

The World Health Organization (wno) has classified dogs
according to their degree of dependence and the restrictions
imposed on them by peaple (Anon 1988). In India, over
60 per cent of dogs are considered to be neighbourhood
dogs’, being either semidependent or independent of people
for food and shelter and unrestricted in their movements.
These neighbourhood dogs account for about 60 per cent of
reported dog-bite injuries (Sudarshan and others 2001).

The treatment of human dog-bite victims in India is
poor, only 47-9 per cent received any postexposure rabies
vaccination, and nearly half of these received only nerve tis-
sue vaccine (Anon 2004a), which is not recommended by
the WO (Anon 2004b). Immunoglobulins were received by
only 21 per cent of the patients, and compliance in complet-
ing the course of postexposure vaccination was only 40-5
per cent (Anon 2004a). Thus, the most cost-effective, long-
term approach to the control of rabies would be to remove
the disease from the animal reservoir (Perry and Wandeler
1993).

It 15 difficult to control neighbourhood dogs, but several
methods have been tried. The physical removal of dogs has
proved to be ineffective, and it is often carried out inhumanely
(Anon 1988, Anon 2004b). In Ecuador, major removal cam-
paigns were followed by increases in the fecundity of bitches
and the survival of pups, and an overall increase in the
number of rabid animals (Beran 1991). Any actions that cause
instability in the dog population encourage an increase in the
transmission of rabies (Blancou 1988, Beran 1991). However,
the removal of dogs by culling remains a popular method
of supposed dog and disease control in India. In countries
with large populations of neighbourhood dogs, vaccination
programmes must be conducted on a heroic scale to control
rabies. Largi and others (1988) cite one South American pro-
gramme that vaccinated over a million animals annually for
five to six years to eliminate rabies.

A threshold level of 70 per cent imuune {
be maintained if the transmission of rabies is to be contro:
led (Anon 2004b). Coleman and Dye (1996} caleulated that
the proportion of vaccinated dogs needed to control out
breaks would be between 39 and 37 per cent, and Fekadu
(1991) cited a figure of 80 per cent if no dogs were to be
removed concurrently with vaccination. Rabie
in a previously controlled area when the pon
cinated dogs dropped to 21 per cent TBeron
America, Largl and others £1988 clyimed tha oo
of 70 to 80 per cent of neighbourhood dogs cortrolled
rabies. Anderson and others (1981) predicted that o policy
of vaccination combined with population reduction would
mean that a smaller proportion of anin
be vaccinated or removed than ifonh one
measty

sappearcd

o ad vy

s was applicd,

fhe stability of the dog popuiaton
trolting rabies. In Leuador, dogs vridur 15 s
stitute 18 per cent of the population but e o
cent of cases of rabies, whereas adult dous o
per cent of the population but only 39-8 per cer
of rabies (Beran 1991). In Tunisia, an annual o
per cent of a dog population was reperted e
others (1999), and in West Bengal, Pai i
cent mortality in dogs of less tha o
populations of cats suggest that steriiising :
leads to a lower population turnover, increased social bonds
and a decrease in aggressive behaviour (Neville and Remfry
1984, Zaunbrecher and Smith 1993).

This paper describes the effects of an eight-vear rabics
control programme in a northern Indian citv. The pro-
gramme combined the sterilisation and vaccination of
neighbourhood dogs and was conducted atony wi
World Society for the Protection of Animals fwvspa) guide-
lines (Anon 1990). During the study the number ot human
rabies deaths in the programme’s area was reduced to zero
and the population of neighbourhood dogs was redaced by
28 per cent.

i i EEI PRI

o and

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted in Jaipur, the rapidly expanding
capital city of Rajasthan, India, which has a population of
approximately 2-5 million people. The city has a sernidesert
climate with an annual temperature range from 3°C to 16°C,
and 90 per cent of the annual rainfall occurs during o s
soon period lasting two months.
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program between
fering {His) and‘memnidpa! au s

mme in Jai

1984 1995 1996 1997 - +11998:..:11999 .. 2000, ::/2001. 212002 Totals

Dogs received at HIS 250 1409 2828 2558 3070° 0 233197 4109+ 3627 . 38167 24,986
Dogs vaccinated against rabies ] 223 1202 2384 - 2280 272322941 - 378073377 3522 122,442
Ritches spayed 223 1169 2183 1559 1810 2441 2414 222 2325 16,445
Male dogs sterilised (includes 10 vasectomies) 4] o] 2 0 16 10 885 977 794 2684
Total number of operations 223 1169 2185 1559 1926 2451 3299 3198 3119 19,129

The Animal Birth Control {ABC) programme was started
as a pilot project in a small area of Jaipur in November
1994 by Help in Suffering, an animal welfare organisation
In 1996 the pilot project was expanded to cover a larger
area of the city. The area covered by the ABC programme,
and this study, is approximately 14 km by 8 km. For the
purposes of the study, the city was divided into a numbey
of distinct arcas along major geographical features such as
main roads, railway lines and waterways. These areas varied
in size but were approximately 2-3 km by 1-7 kin, approxi-
mately 4 kim?,

Sterilisation and vaccination
The anc programume focused on the sterilisation and vaccina-
tion of captured female and prepubescent male dogs.

Neighbourhovod dogs were captured humanely from a
given area, and the exact location of each dog’s capture was
recorded. The dogs were caught by using the minimum safe
restraint necessary; some dogs were caught by hand, hold-
ing the scruff, but most were caught by using a hessian sack
(1 m deep by 1-26 m wide) with a rope drawstring around
the opening. Catching efforts were concentrated on one dis-
tinct arca at a time, and a new area was sclected only when
no further dogs could be caught from the initial area. The
new catching area was usually adjacent to the previous area
because this facilitated the release of the dogs efficiently and
accurately back into their territories. All the captured dogs
were transported to the AsC facility, where they were indi-
vidually kennelled and examined by a veterinary surgeon.
Dietails of the animals’ location, sex, description, and health
status were recorded. After a rest period of between 15 and
30 hours the animals were prepared for surgery. The dogs
were premedicated with triflupromazine administered intra-
muscularly, and general anaesthesia was then induced and
maintained by the intravenous infusion of either 23 per cent
thiopentone solution, or a mixed solution of ketamine and
xylazine. Before the surgery the dogs were given long-act-
ing antibiotics and non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs.
For identification purposes, each animal was given an indi-
vidual alphanumeric, four-character tattoo in its right ear,
and a small semicircular notch was removed by a thermocau-
tery device from the leading edge of its left ear. The surgical
site was shaved and prepared for surgery. A 1 ml dose of an
inactivated, adjuvanted, cell-culture rabies vaccine {Rabigen
Monao; Virbac) was administered either subcutancously or
intramuscularly with a one inch, 22 G needle into the biceps
femoris muscle or the dorsal lumbar musculature. The intra-
muscular route was used from 2001, when Coyne and oth-
ers (2001) suggested that using this route to give the vaccine
induced longer lasting immunity.

Bitches were sterilised by complete ovariohysterectomy
(spay) through a right flank incision; males were castrated
through a single prescrotal incision. All fit females were steri-
lised, including animals more than three to four months old
(weighing approximately 7 kg or more}, pregnant animals
and animals in oestrus. Only prepubescent males more than
three to four months old (weighing approximately 7 kg or
more) were castrated. Any animal that was found to be suf-
fering from an incurable condition, or whose welfare was

severely compromised, or was deemed dangerously aggres-
sive. was humanely euthanased. Any animal found to have
been previously sterilised and vaccinated received onlv
booster rabies vaccination.

After surgery, the animals were returned to their kenuels
to regain consciousness; they were examined daily by a vet-
evinary surgeon and the date of their release, usually three
to five days after surgery, was determined by these exami-
nations. The dogs were released at the exact location from
which they had been captured.

A register was maintained in which the details of all the
saptured dogs were recorded. so that the progrimme conid
Heomonptored i odetadd, and data on the bebvionr of ne

bourhood dogs could be collected.

Population surveys

The area selected for the population surveys was the old,
partially walled, city of Jaipur known as the ‘Pink City’ It
was chosen because it had only limited potential for further
development, contained a cross-section of residential, com-
mercial and civic areas, and was considered to be representa-
tive of the larger modern city. Direct observational counts of
the numbers and types of dogs were made every six months
at climatically benign times of the year, in March/April and
September/October. To minimise counting variables, each
survey was performed between 06.30 and 09.00 by the same
staff, following the same route through the area. The Pink
City was subdivided into six subareas, each of which was
counted on consecutive days, mainly on foot, in the two-
and-a-half-hour period by two teams, each consisting of a
recorder, usually a veterinary surgeon, and an experienced
animal technician. The dogs were recorded as males, females,
and puppies, and further subdivided into those with ear
notches (which had been through the ApC programme) and
those without. A puppy was defined as a young dog with an
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FIG 1: Total numbers of dogs counted in the Pink City area of Jaipur, and the percentages
of the males and females that were sterilised and vaccinated against rabies

The Veterinary Record, September 16, 2006



Sex ratio (male:female)

C-125

R I

~-@-- Sexually entire anmals
—u— All animais

S

0

1999 2000 2001 2002

Year

FIG 2: Effects of the programme of sterilisation on the sex ratio of the population of
neighbourhood dogs in the Pink City area of Jaipur between February 1997 and August
2002
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Human rabies mortality data

The records of the Infectious Diseases Unit of the Sawai
Man Singh (sms) Hospital (the main government hospi-
tal) in Jaipur were reviewed over six visits to the unit dur-
ing 2002/03 to extract information on patients with rabies
admitted to the hospital. The records from January 1, 1992
to December 31, 2002 inclusive were reviewed, and all the
information on these patients was documented. The patients’
records were then arranged by area of residence, separat-
ing those patients who came from within the area of Jaipur
included in the ABC programme (the ABC area) and those
patients that originated from outside the ABC area but still
within the administrative area of Jaipur (the non-ABC area).
The total number of symptomatically rabid patients treated
at the hospital was also recorded, regardless of their place of
residence and including patients coming from throughout
Rajasthan state. Attempts to verify the information recorded
in the hospital records were made by visits to a number of
the patients’ families. The diagnoses were not routinely con-
firmed postmortem owing to the lack of expertise and facili-
ties in the hospital.

~#i- Total cases seen regarcless of place of origin
—m— Cases from non-ABC area of Jaipur
- Cases from ABC area of Jaipur

1993
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T T T T
1995 1896 1997 1888 1999 2000 2002

Year
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F1G 3: Numbers of human cases of rabies recorded in the Sawai Man Singh Hospital in
Jaipur from all regions, from the area of Jaipur covered by the Animal Birth Controf (ABC)
programme and from the non-ABC areas of Jaipur
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Population surveys

During the eight-year study period a decline in the neighbour-
hood dog population of 28 per cent was recorded between the
peak and the last surveys (Fig 1), an average
of 3-5 per cent. The proportion of surveved lemaie dous that
had been sterilised and vaccinated incre
the beginning of the study to 657 per cent in 2002 tFig 1),
and the proportion that had been sterilised exceeded 65 per
cent during the last three years of the study. Because only
prepubescent male dogs were sterilised and vaccinated, the
proportion of sterilised male dogs surveyed in the population
increased more slowly (Fig 1). The ratio of sexually entire
males to sexually entire females increased from 1-21:1 at the
beginning of the study to 2:68:1 in 2002, although the ratio
of genotypically male to genotypically female dogs remained
approximately 1 (Fig 2).

aual dectine
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Human rabies mortality data

During the study period the number of human rabies ca
from the ABC area of Jaipur declined from o maximum of
10, and from October 2000 to December 2007, no cases of
human rabies originating from the ABC area were reported
in the Infectious Disease Unit of the sms Hospital {Fig 3.
However, the number of human rabies cases reported annu-
ally in residents of the non-ABC area of Jaipur increased dur-
ing the study, and the total numbers of human rabies cases
recorded annually, including those coming from throughout
Rajasthan, remained approximately constant (Fig 3).

DISCUSSION
SR
The data collected during this eight-year study provide evi-
dence that rabies can be controlled in an Indiar
a combined vaccination and sterilisation progranmime of the
neighbourhood dog population.

The programme endeavoured to follow wiio guidelines
with respect to the vaccination of neighbourhood dogs
against rabies. Dogs were revaccinated whenever the oppor-
tunity presented itself. Coyne and others (2001} reported that
vaccination provides prottctlon against challenge for up to
41 months if the vaccine is administered mtmmuscularly;
for most neighbourhood dogs this period will exceed their
lifetime (Butler and Bingham 2000, Pal 20017 The Taipur ¢
programme has been using the intramuscular route for vac-
cination since those studies were published.

The direct observational counts of the neighbourhood
dog population, made along defined routes, are not ideal.
Censuses by this method were initiated when the programme
was in developmem and alternative methaods ol corn i
dogs have since been suggested. However
found of correlating the data from anv »

city through
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the data from the original method, and the census data have
therefore continued to be collected by the method adopted

origl V.
The most recent population surveys indicate that 65-7
per cent of the currently alive female dogs and 5-8 per cent
of the males have been vacanated and sterilised. Figures
from the most recent population survey imply that the vac-
cination coverage of the whole population is 353 per cent;
this ignores a few animals that were vaccinated only, and is
thus a low estimate of the total vaccination coverage. This
figure is only slightly lower than the percentage cited by
Coleman and Dye (1996) required to control the disease.
If it is assumed that rabies transmission has been control-
led at these vaccination coverage levels, they are substan-
tially lower than the levels reported from other areas where
sterilisation methods were not employed, for example, 83
per cent vaccination coverage in the Philippines and 60 per
cent in Ecuador (Beran 1991). The data presented here are
therefore consistent with Anderson and others (1981), who
predicted that the threshold proportion for rabies control
would be lower if vaccination and population reduction
were practised together.

The Help in Suffering anc programme has targeted dogs
included in the lowest wiio categories of dog: neighbour-
hood dogs, unrestricted/unsupervised dogs and truly feral
dogs. Most reported rabies control programines concentrate
on family and pet dogs, vet even with these more bidda-
ble groups, 11 to 15 per cent of the dogs are reported to be
uncatchable (Anon 1988, Seghaier and others 1999). Despite
mtensive, skilful catching efforts, approximately 30 per cent
of bitches in Jalpur are uncatchable by current techniques.
The ABC programme’s catching efforts may exert a selec-
tion pressure on the dog population in favour of undesir-
able behavioural traits; solutions to this problem are being
investigated.

Dogs less than one year old are over-represented in rabies
cases {Beran 1991); the affinity between children and young
dogs may explain the large numbers of cases of rabies in chil-
dren. The importance for vabies control of timing vaccina-
tion efforts to ensure that animals are vaccinated as young
as possible has been stressed by Anderson (1986), Maclnnes
(1988) and Brochier and others (1991). The Jaipur ABC pro-
grammue sterilises and vaccinates puppies that are estimated
to be over four months of age (7 kg bodyweight). Stubbs and
Bloomberg (1995) have shown that there are no veterinary or
developmental problems associated with the stenilisation of
young dogs except hypothermia during general anaesthesia.
In Jaipur and elsewhere on the Indian subcontinent, breed-
ing in neighbourhood dogs is highly seasonal, with the peak
whelping scason in Jaipur being October and November (Pal
2001, Chawla and Reece 2002); as a result, many puppies
could be caught for the ABC programme during the winter.
The risk of hypothermia in young animals has been found
to be real, and the programme has had to balance the desire
to vaccinate andd sterilise as many voung animals as possible
against the weifare problem of hypothermia.

The unreliability of human rabies data collected in many
countries where the disease is endemic, including India, is
recognised. The decline in human rabies cases within the
ABC area of Jaipur may be an artefact; however, the disease
reporting procedures and records would have been expected
to become more accurate over the period of the study. The
population of the city has doubled during the study period.
Increases in public awareness due to the programime’s datly
activities in residential areas may be a further factor confusing
the apparent reasons behind the findings. The hospital work-
ers recording dara on individual human cases were independ-
ent of the ALC programme, and were, for much of the time,
unaware of the programme. The veracity of the finding that
the Jaipur asc programme has caused a decline in human

C-126

rabies cases within the ABC area of Jalpur is supported by
the increases in human rabies cases reported in the non-asc
arcas of the city; these non-AsC areas are rapidly expanding
residential developments on the periphery of the city.

The authors believe that the combined sterilisation and
vaccination procedure of the AsC programme may be an effec-
tive and humane method for controlling rabies in endemic
areas with large populations of neighbourhood dogs, and
may also create a more stable, smaller population.
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Understanding issues and solutions
for unowned, free-roaming cat populations

Margaret R. Slater, bvm, PhD

F ree-roaming cats are at the center of an iternation-
al controversy. To put it bluntly, in some countries,
the question has become do we cosset or euthanatize
unowned cats? Are they to be seen as victims or vil-
lains? In the United States, concerns and conflict have
penetrated the scientific world as well as the con-
sciousness of the general public. The past 5 years have
seen an increase in related peer-reviewed publications,
presentations, and letters to the editor as well as arti-
cles in newspapers and cat-oriented magazines.

How animals are viewed has changed, and com-
panion animals, in particular, are perceived to be worth

From the Department of Veterinary Anatomy & Public Health,
College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas A&M University. College
Station, TX 77843-4458.

Supported by The Humane Society of the United States.

The author thanks Dr. Julie Levy for her input into the infectious
disease and public health aspects of free-roaming cats and Miriam
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more than their economic value. Animals have been
shown to feel pain, fear, and other emotions. This shill
in values and attitudes toward animals, together with
advances in animal welfare science, has created wide-
spread support for the idea that animals deserve con-
sideration of their well-being and health needs heyond
minimal food and shelter. Euthanasia of companion
animals because no one wants them is no longer the
preferred solution to an overabundance of dogs and
cats. This shift in mentality also means that questions
are increasingly being asked about how to best control
ownerless, free-roaming cat populations. The
human stakeholders bring to this debate becomes cas-
ier to understand when one considers that cats have
been the most popular pet in the United States {or the
past several years.’

Issues and solutions for dealing with unowned
free-roaming cats are not simple, inexpensive, or
broadly applicable. Indeed, even the definitions of cach
cat subpopulation are unclear. Let me begin by delin-
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fng somce terms” A [ree-roaming cat is the general term

or any cat living outdoors at least part of the time.
Unowned {ree-roaming cats include stray socialized
cats that are lost or abandoned as well as unsocialized
feral cats. For the purposes of this discussion, a feral
cat is one that is too frightened of humans to he placed
into a typical home as a companion animal. Further
complicating our understanding of cat subpopulations
is the {act that cats may move {rom one subpopulation
to another during a lifetime. For example. an owned
cat that is abandoned and living on her own for a time
may become feral. That cat may have kittens that are
alsu feral, or her kittens may be caught before they are
8 weeks old and be socialized, becoming suitable
indoor companion animals. Understanding what cach
scientist means by cach term is important when data
from different studies are compared. Also. each sub-
population comes {rom a somewhat dilferent source,
and different interventions are required for control of
existing cat populations (eg, sterilization) and preven-
ton (eg, identification and edumuon)

A key to comprehending the fervor surrounding
free-roaming unowned cats is understanding the dif-
ference in people’s perceptions of them. Cats serving in
the role ol companions may be viewed as family mem-
bers. Cats working to keep rodents under control in
barns, smblcs and gardens may be valued but only in
terms of their ability to pelfmm their job well. Suill
others perceive cats as nuisances that dcfecate in gar-
dens, leave pawprints on cars, make noise at night, or
arry disease. Each perspective colors the views of
scientists, policymakers, and ordinary citizens; gives
rise to different solutions to the problem of free-roam-
ing cats; and is accompanied by a different comfort
level in implementing each proposed solution.

Historically, cats have been viewed as gods to be
worshiped and protected, the devils tool, or wiiches’
{familiars.” This ambivalence is seen today in the con-
trast between cats as the most popular companion ani-
mal in the United States and much of western Europe’
and popular images of them as sneaky, furtive, and
indifferent to humans. Cats were, and in some cases
still are, believed 1o be unclean and carriers of disease.

Free-roaming unowned cats, especially feral cats,
are considered to be peripheral to our orderly world.
They are not owned and therefore have no one to bring
them as patients to veterinary clinical settings. They
are not subjects of our direct concern, and this makes
it easier to view these cats as diflerent from companion
animals. This also precludes caring for them as would
be appropriate for a family member. In addition, there
is the reality that truly feral cats cannot be handled in
the same way as socialized cats.

At this point, what should be done with existing
unowned cals becomes subject to debate. 1s it most
humane to trap and euthanatize them? What length
and quality of lite will they enjoy if they are sterilized,
vaccinated, and cared for on a daily basis? What are the
practical implications of available solutions? In some
countries, cats are poisoned, shot, and hunted with
dogs. That would not likely be well received in the
United States, even il it were legal. Which option is
most effective over the short and long term? What

choices prevent public
predation?

The answers to some of these questions ave sl
unknown. What we do know is that emlw nati
location by use of poisons, guns, and discas
tion is not pmmml in inh ab ted area :
species might also be kifled. Fven on
geographic area is more managcab: u a
lars and thousands of hours of work ov:
have been needed to eradicate cats.” And 4! .
a closed cat population. Trap and remove for cuthuna-
sia has been practiced in many localities for many vears
as part of animal control programs. To the hest of mv
knowledge. no location has ever achicved fongrenm
control of free-roaming cats by use of this mcthod.
Relocation of unowned cats to sanctuaries is an appeal-
ing option; however, there is limited space available.
and these cats may not receive proper care nor ave they
ensured a good quality of life. Sometimes, relocation o
anew place where the cats are wanted is an option. B
there are risks to the cats in adapting to their new
home, and there are not always residents willing 1o
take on more cats.

Trap, neuter, and return as a nonlethal control
method has been proposed as a viable option.” In this
method, cats are humanely trapped, anesthetized,
examined, sterilized, vaccinated, ear-tipped or
notched, and returned to their caregivers lor daily
food, water, shelter, and supervision. On college cam-
puses, several programs have been shown 1o have been
effective.”* In Massachusetts, a community program
included a cat-only shelter, education on rehoming a
cat, and low-cost sterilization.” That program has been
extremely successful at reducing the number ol free-
roaming unowned cats to the point where there arve no
longer cats in some locations on the waterfront, where
there were previously numerous cats.*

The public health implications of [ree-roaming
cats are complex. Public health agencies are charged
with protecting the health of the public. This means
that they address possible risks and focus on prohlems
for humans. The numbers of humans involved. severi-
ty of the health problem, and degree of public concern
all influence the importance of a particular disease to
public health officials, especially in the competition for
scarce resources. The problem for public health offi-
cials is further complicated by the fact that the actual
magnitude of the risk of many zoonotic discases poten-
tially carried by free-roaming cats is unknown.

Related public health concerns in the United
States frequently center on rabies. In the United States,
rabies is maintained almost entirely in wildlife. Most
cases of rabies are in skunks, raccoon, bats, and coy-
otes." In 2001, 93% of all rabies cases were in wild ani-
mals.”” Domestic animals are then infected by these
species. Cats have become the most common domestic
species infected with rabies since the early 1990s. pos-
sibly due 10 less consistent vaccination of cats and their
being allowed to roam more freely than dogs.” ” Dogs
and cats are nearly always infected with the local ter-
restrial rabies virus variant.” Therefore, dogs and cuis
are unlikely to play an important role in transmission
of bat variant rabies to humans.

health probicis wed

ng on
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Since 1990, 33 human cases of rabies have been
reported in the United States. Seven people were mfccf—
ed outside the country, generally with the dog variant.”
All but 2 of the remaining 26 peopl& were infected with
bat variants of the virus. The remaining 2 cases were
dog-coyote variants. No human cases of rabies have
heen associated with cats in recent decades in the
Cnited States. Conurol of rabies in wildlife species has
been primarily through oral immunization of free-
ranging animals. Programs aimed at long-term, wide-
spread reduction ol wildlife populations, possibly
infected with rabies, are not recommended and have
never been shown to be elfective.”

In Asia, parts of Latin America, and much of
Africa, exposure to infected dogs continues to be the
major source of rabies in humans.” Widespread vacei-
nation campaigns as well as rescarch on how best to
achieve compliance with vaccination have been con-
ducred. While relatively little research has been done
on cat populations and control of rabies, studies™* of
dog populations in a number of countries offer some
suggested solutions. Culturally sensitive programs
must be designed to effectively control rabies, and the
relationships between residents and animals must be
understood. ' The WHO recommended not to pursue
dog removal as part of rabies control programs.’®
Instead, vaccination of pets and livestock has been
shown to provide a barrier that protects humans {rom
wildlifc rabies, and available vaccines are very effec-
tive."™ Vaccination of many [ree-roaming cats may
achieve a herd immunity effect” and provide an addi-
tional barrier between rabid wildlife and humans.

Another important public health concern is bites.
While dog bites are more common in the United States,
cat bites are more likely to result in rabies postexpo-
sure prophylaxis.'' Cat bites are more likely to be from
unowned cats that are provoked.”?* Cat bites or
scratches are more commonly inflicted on adult
women in the summertime; therefore, education,
reductions in numbers of stray cats, and avoiding
direct contact should reduce risk of cat bites substan-
tially.

Many other potentially zoonotic diseases may be
ol concern to public health agencies and veterinari-
ans.” Toxoplasmosis is a disease that is often discussed
because cats are the only species known to excrete
oocysts in their feces.” Tests on 33% to 58% of stray
cats were positive for antibodies.”™ Thirty-eight per-
cent of domiciled adult cats  were seropositive
However. epidemiologic studies™” of risk [actors for
toxoplasmosis in humans implicate environmental and
lood-related factors, not living in a neighborhood with
cats. In addition, mechanical transmission of oocysts
by other species such as dogs has been documented.”
Discussions ol other common zoonoses applicable to
frec-roaming cats have been published.”’

Debates about free-roaming cats and wildlife gen-
erally focus on 3 major issues. The first is predation on
native species by cats. The second is the concept of cats
as an introduced species that should not be allowed ro
remain in the wild. The third 1s more philosophical in
nature: cats are viewed as a domestic species; conse-
quently, it is seen as our responsibility to keep them

salely confined for their protection as well as 1he pro
tection of other species.

Predation by cats is studied by scat analysis, analy-
sis of samples obtained from the gastrointestinal tract,
records of prey brought home, or remains of prev
found in the field. Each method has its limimuom, and
results from 1 study may not be compam ¢ o resuds
from studies that use other methods. This needs o be
considered when evaluating and making generaliza-
tions about predation by cats.” Cats are opportunistic
predators, eating whatever food sources are reachiy
available, including carrion, garbage, and cat lood. |
general, cats’ diets on the mainland comprise approxi-
mately 70% mammals.”’ The remaining componems ol
their diet vary by geographic location and proximirty 1o
humans. Birds, reptiles, insects, and garbage are al
possible food items for cats.”” Urban cats arc itkely 1o
have different consumption patterns than cats living in
rural or wilderness areas. The prey of cats in cities and
towns are likely to be nuisance species, such as rats,
mice, starlings, and pigeons, rather than endangered
ones.”

The argument that cats are an introduced species
and therefore must be removed to ensure survival of
native species is based on several assumptions. The
first assumption is that if cats were removed, the habi-
tat would return to its normal state. This 1s likelv not
true because cats are often introduced along with rats,
birds, and other predators. Ecosystems are complex,
and many factors including the control of rats hy cais
may be involved.” Furthermore, human alieration of
the environment is the primary reason for reduction
and extinction of native species.” Cats are commonly
blamed for extinctions despite inappropriate extrapola-
tions, small sample size, and unclear definitions. ™
They have even been blamed for extinctions of species
that were never present.®

The second assumption is that we must protect
native species from introduced sg)eues This argument

has been differentially applied.” Indigenous covotes.
wolves, bears, and cougars who hunt introduced live-
stock have been killed for decades o protcet domestic
species.

The last issue is linked to the rights of animals,
itself a very vexing idea. By allowing cats to roam, it is
believed that we place more value on the needs of the
cat than on the lives of the prey the cat might kill. This
argument is not based on the number of prev o
ecosystem preservation, but on an individual humans
perspective of what cats may need to preserve their
quality of life. It is at least arguable that cats can enjoy
a satistying quality of life as safely confined compan-
tons in modern home life.

{n recent years, increasing numbers of peopic tave
expressed concern over the well-heine of o
themselves. Free-roaming cats are vuing
dogs, coyotes, humans, disease. star
mate. There are difficult questions about an wnow:
cats quality of life and the importance of
with humans. There are concerns ahout disease vl
between cats as well as between cats and othe: o
Reliable answers 1o these questions are e« «
able. At present. it appears that cats sproad fesw doaises

ation, and e
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1o other cats™ Commonly cited diseases and agents
that mav be spread between cats include feline
leukemia, FIV, and various parasites.

Feline leukemia virus and FIV are of concern for
unowned and owned cat populations. Large studies
have shown that rates of infection are usually about 3%
for feral cats, which is not substantally different from
rates determined for pet cais.™ ™ Male cats are more
likely to have FLV because that virus is spread by biting
and fighting. Feral cats (4% to 18%) in the United
States appear Lo be at lower risk for feline coronavirus-
es than pet cats (59%)." Because coronavirus is pri-
marily transmitted by the fecal-oral route, burying of
{eces in the environment rather than sharing an indoor
litter box may plav a role.

Drawing definitive conclusions about parasites in
free-roaming unowned cats is difficult because many
studies define cat populations in different ways. Studies
have also used convenience samples that may not be
representative of the general populaton. In addition,
studies have been performed in different countries,
which makes generalization difficult. Some work on the
{eral cat populations in the southern United States has
provided data specific to that group. In Florida, 92% of
cals in a sterilization program had fleas and 37% had
car mites.™ One study® involving 80 feral and 70 pet
cats in California found that feral cats had a somewhat
higher prevalence of internal parasites but a similar
prevalence of feline viral diseases. Therefore, control of
infectious discase needs to address risks associated with
all cats. Reducing [ree-roaming cat populations will
contribute to the health of cats in general.

Veterinarians have a central role to play in reducing
numbers of unowned free-roaming cats. As part of gen-
eral practice, veterinarians must provide education
about the importance of proper health care and ideniifi-
cation as well as about selecting a pet that is a good
match for the owner® Veterinarians must encourage
permanent methods of identification such as microchips
or tatwos. They should be proactive in identifying
behavioral problems that might cause a cat to be exiled
1o the outdoors or abandoned. Veterinarians should also
know available resources in the community that can
help rehome cats that cannot be kept and provide a sug-
gested contact for additional sources of companion cats,
cat welfare-related organizations, and general cat hus-
bandry. All of these practices will help decrease the like-
lihood that a cat will become unowned and should be a
part of routine veterinary care.

Veterinarians have many opportunities to help
reduce existing populations of unowned, free-roam-
ing cats. They may partner with reputable animal
shelters, rescuc organizations, or feral cat grass-roots
organizations. They may start an organization that
helps place homeless cats. They may offer seminars
and written materials for their clients, the public, and
members of local animal protection organizations on
basic infectious disease control, health requirements,
or behavioral problems associated with cats. Many
veterinarians already choose to volunteer their time at
a feral cat spay day or work as a surgeon in a
spay/neuter clinic.

Successful control of {ree-roaming unowned cats

within communities requires that a combination of
approaches be used. Humane societies and animal care
and control agencies need to consider solutions that
reach beyond their doorsteps. Grass-roots organiza-
tions must increase their visibility and become more
professional in their approach. Veterinarions must rec-
ognize their key role as the only source of spav and cas-
tration surgeries. Veterinarians also have a responsihi!

ity to help reduce sources of free-roaming unowne
cats by addressing behavioral problems, pet scicction,
identification, and vaccination. Doing nothing is not a
viable alternative when faced with nuisance com-
plaints, public health concerns, and predation as well
as concerns about the welfare of the cats themsclves,
Creative and eftective solutions can be developed only
by finding common ground and bringing the strengths
of each group o bear the problem. A {lexible, tailored,
and multifaceted approach will be needed 10 make a
difference in the numbers of free-roaming, unowned
cats in the United States, a goal that, after ail. is wide

ly shared.

‘LeBaron S, Merrimack River Feline Recue Socicety, Newhuryport,
Mass: Personal communication, 2003,

References

1. Wise JK. US pet ownership & demographic sourcehook
Schaumburg, 1l AVMA, 2002.

2. Slater MR. Community appma(h(:x te feral cats problems,
alternatives & recommendations. Washington, DC: The Humane
Society Press, 2002.

3. Tabor R. The wild life of the domestic cat. London: Arrow
Books Lid, 1983.

4. Turner DC, Bateson P Why the cat? In: Turner DC. Bateson
DC, eds. The domestic cat: the biology of its hehavier 2eil o
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press. 2000085

5. Bester MN. Bloomer JP. van Aarde R, e al o . ‘
successful eradication of feral cats from sub-Antarctic Moarion feiind
Southern Indian Ocean. S Afr Wildlife Res 2002:32:65-73

6. Girardet SA, Veitch CR, Craig JL. Bird and rat nenvhers on
Little Barrier Island, New Zealand, over the period of cat erardicas
1976-80. N Z ] Zool 2001,28:13-29.

7. Twyford KL, Humphrey PG, Nunn RFP ¢ al
feral cars (Pelis catus) from Gabo Teland souh o
Meanaye Restor 200000 420 -4

8 Remdry |0 Peral cats e e Cnned e
Assoc 1996:208:520-523

9. Levy JK, Gale DW, Gale LA, Evaluation of the cdeer ofa
long-term trap-neuter-return and adoption program on i brecraam
ing cat population. ] Am Vet Med Assoc 200322242 <0

10. Hughes K., Slater MR Implementation a0 o

1 | .
Voonhio oy ol

ﬂge!“cnl pmgmm O a4 umversiiy campus. f \,“!"‘ AREREL
5:15=27

11, World Health Organization, World «urves
for the year 1999. Available au
rabies/whocdscreph200210. hami. Accessed Sep 13, 2005

12. Krebs JW, Noll HR, Rupprecht CE, et al. Rabics surverlinnee
in the United States during 2001. J Am Vet Med Assoc 2003:221
1690-1701.

13. CDC. Human rabies prevention—United States. 1999 ree-
ommendations of the Advisory Committee on Tumumization
Practices (ACIP). MMWR Morb Mortal Whily Rep 199948117

14. Moore DA, Sischo WM, Hunter A. et al. Animal hitc epi-
demiology and surveillance for rabies postexposure prophylaxis
J Am Vet Med Assoc 2000;217:190-194.

15. Hensley JA. Potential rabies exposures in a Virginia County.
J Am Vet Med Assoc 1998;113:258-262.

16. McQuiston JH, Yager PA, Smith JS, ct al izpiden
characteristics of rabies virus variants in dogs and cius v the Unired
States, 1999. J Am Vet Med Assoc 2001:218:1939~19+17,

www who e de e

JAVMA, Vol 225, No. 9, November 1, 2004

Animal Welfare Forum: Management of Abandoned and Feral Cats 1353



C-132

17. World Health Organization. Rabies vaccines: WHO positicn
paper. Wiy Ipidemiol Rec 2002:77:109-119.

18 Meslin XU Tishbein DB, Matter HC. Ratienale and
prospects for rabies elimination in developing countries. Curr Topics
Microbiol Inmunol 1994,187:1-26.

19. World Health Organization Expert Committee. Report of the
St consultation on ovel immunization of dogs against rabies. Geneva:
World Health Organzaton. 1994:94:1-24.

N

WO consultation on dog ccology studies related (o rabics control.
Geneva: World Health Organization, 1988:88:1-35.

21 Beran GW. Frith M. Domestic animal rabics control: an
overview. Rev Infece Dis 1988;10:5672-5677.

22, Hugh-Jones ME, Hubbert WT. Hagstad HV. Zoonoses: recog-
nition, control, and prevention, Ames, fowa: Towa State University
Press, 1995,

23, Wright JC. Reported cat bites in Dallas: characterisucs of
the cats. the victims and the attack events. Public Health Rep 1990,
105:420-424.

24, Patrick GROO’Rourke KM. Dog and cat bites: epidemiolog-
i analvses suggest different prevention strategies. Public Health Rep
1998:113:252-257.

5. Parronek GJ. Free-roaming and feral cats—itheir impact on
wildlife and human beings. | Am Vet Med Assoc 1998:212.218-226

260 Dubey JP Feline woxoplasmosis and coccidiosis a survey of
domiciled and swray cats. J Am Vet Med Assoc 1973;162:873~-877.

27, ’Amore E, Fuleone E, Busani L, et al. A serological survey
of feline immunodeficiency virus and Toxeplasma gondii in stray cats.
Vel Res Commun 1997:21:355-359.

28, Kapperud G, Jenum PA, Stray-Peder

B, eval. Risk facrors
lor Toxoplasma gondii infeetion in pregnancy: resulis ol a prospective
case-conwol study in Norway. Am | Epidemiol 1996:144:405-412

29. Slater MR. Understanding and controlling of feral cat pop-
ulations. I Angust JR. ed. Consultations in feline internal medicine
Philadclphia: WB Saunders Co, 2000:361-570.

30, Lmdsay DS, Dubey JE Buter JM, et al. Mechanical transmis-
sion of Toxoplasma Gondii oocysts by dogs. Vet Parasitol 1997:73:27-33.

31. Fitzgerald BM, Turner DC. Hunting behaviour of domestic
cats and their impact on prey populatons. In: Turner DC, Bateson P,

1

World Health Organizadon Expert Comnuittee. Report of

eds. The domestic cat: the biology of s bchaviow
England: Cambridge University Press. 2000;131-175

32. Risbey DA, Calver MC, Short ]. The impact of cats andd foxes
on the small vertebrate fauna of Heirisson Prong, Western Ausiralia
1. Exploring potential impact using diet analysis. Wildl Res 1999,
26:621-630.

33. Terborgh J. Why American songhirds are
1992:1992:98-104.

34, Courchamp [ Langlais M, Sugihara G. Cuats prowcung
birds: modeling the mesopredator release effect. | Anim Fcol 1099
68:282-292.

35. MacDonald DW, Michael T. Alien carnivores: unwelcome
experiments in ecological theory. In: Giuleman JL. [Fond
MacDonald DW. et al, eds. Carnivore conservation  Can
England: Cambridge University Press, 2001:3:9%-122

36. Mitchell JC, Beck RA. Free-ranging domusii o
on native vertebrates in rural and urban Virginia. Virginia i 5ci i002
43:197-207.

37. George WG. Domestic cats as predators and factors inwin-
ter shortages of raptor prey. Wilson Bull 1974:86:384-396

38. Churcher PR, Lawton JH. Predation by domestic cats inan
English village. ] Zool (Lond) 1987;212:439-455

Vanisihnng

~AT

39, Cohen A, Weeding the garden. The Atdanen vioeshl too?
Nov: 76-86
40, Steined AL Parrish CR. Bloom ML ool P

tions in wild carnivores. ] Wildl Dis 2001;37 594607

41, Lee IT, Levy JK. Gorman SP et al. Prevalence of leline
leukemia virus infection and serum antibodies against Tefine immun
odelicicncy virus in unowned free-roaming cats [ Am ver Ved s
2002:220:620-622.

42, Levy JK James KM Cowgil! FD Tnfecrone oo
cats i central Calilornia. 1n Procecdings =h
Workers Anim D5 199953

43, Gibson KL, Keizer K. Goldimg CoA trap. acote: anad tecaee
program lor feral cats on Prince Edward Isiand. G v 0000
43:695-0698.

44, Akucewich LH, Philman K, Clark A ¢t al ivrevaience ol
ectoparasites in a population of feral cats from novth cenirad londa
during the swimer. Vet Parasitol 2002:109:129--139

Humane strategies for controlling
feral cat populations

Julie K. Levy, pvM, PhD, DacviM, and P Cynda Crawford, pvm, PhD

What Are Feral Cats?

The domestic cat has increased in popularity as a
household pet in recent decades, surpassing the dog to
become Americas most numerous pet.' Despite the
enhanced status of cats as human companions, mil-
lions of unwanted cats are admitted to animal shelters
each vear and most ol these cats are euthanatized
because homes cannot be found for them. Debate
about the true impact of free-roaming cats on the envi-
ronment, on feline welfare, and as a reservoir of feline
and zoonotic diseases is ongoing, often emotional, and

from the Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences, College of
Vieterinary Medicine, University of Florida, Gainesville, F1. 32610.
Address correspondence to Dr. Levy.

fueled largely by a lack of sound scientific data on
which to base credible conclusions. Separating the
impacts of free-roaming, owned cats from those ol
unowned cats is also difficult.

Definitions of various cat populations dely univer-
sal acceptance and focus variably on ownership statns,
lifestyle, and degree of socialization. Cats may be
defined as {ree-roaming if they arc not conflined 1o o
yard or house, a definition based on confinement of the
animal rather than ownership or degree of socializa-
tion. Strictly speaking, feral cats are defined as those
that are untamed and evasive. They are either born in
the wild and lack socialization or are abandoned to the
wild and become untrusting of humans. Although feral
kittens can be tamed into acceptable pets if capured at
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Ithough the veterinary community has played a major role in

promoting and performing spaying and neutering of owned pets, ser-
vices for feral cats have lagged. Feral cats and their offSpring are vic-
tims of abandonment and accidental loss. Their plight is the result of

pet owners allowing their cats to

roam or failing to spay or neuter

their cats before they produce even one litter. In 2000, the estimated
number of feral cats in the United States approached 73 million.’

Feral cats are a subcategory of free-
roaming cats that are not socialized to
people, may be one or more genera-
tions removed from a home environ-
ment, and may live in a group, or
colony, of similar cats. Other subcate-
gories-ol free-roaming cats are strays,
including previously owned cats that
have been lost or abandoned and
neighborhood cats fed by several peo-
ple bur truly cared for by none, and
owned cats that are allowed to roam.
Almost 40% of suburban and urban
cat owners (and a much larger per-
centage of rural cat owners) allow
their cats to roam some of the time?
These cats are at risk for becoming
stray and feral and for having kittens
that — if they survive (the mortality
rate of feral kittens may be as high as
75%"*) — will become feral without
early socialization to humans. Feral
and stray cats produce approximately
80% of the kittens born each year and
are the most important source of cat
overpopulation.'
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REDUCING FERAL CAT
POPULATIONS

Although the sterilization rate for
pet cats is high in the United States
(82% to 91%"*), many cats in some
parts of the country have litters before
they are sterilized for numerous rea-
sons, including:

e The owners could not afford the
procedure.

e The owners thought the cats were
too young to get pregnant.

* The owners did not make steriliza-
tion a priority.

e The pets were indoor cats that
escaped.

* The owners thought the cats could
not become pregnant because they
were still nursing kittens from a
previous litter.

Sterilizing cats before they have even
one litter can greatly reduce the num-
ber of homeless cats. However, any
strategy will fall short if emigration

editor@VetTechJoumnal.com
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from the owned cat population contin-
ues. The AVMA's June 2005 position
statement on free-roaming, owned
cats “strongly encourages owners of
domestic cats in urban and suburban
areas to keep their cats indoors.”
Currently, the management program
known as frap-neuter-return (TNR) is

cctesy of Brvan Kortis/Nerghibortoed (

considered the best strategy for reduc- -

ing the feral cat population, and veteri-
narians and their staff play a critical
role in its success. The goals of TNR are
to maximize the quality of life for cats
in an existing colony and to reduce or
eliminate the colony through attrition.
The second goal is achieved by ensuring
that colony members that die are not
replaced by new members, which can be
accomplished by removing kittens and
friendly adults (usually recently lost or
abandoned stray cats} for pussible
placement in homes, cuthanizing ani-
mals when their suffering cannot be
alleviated, and regularly monitoring
colonies for the arrival of new members.

SOURCES OF CARE FOR FERAL CATS

Some veterinary professionals care for
feral cats as a community service. Others
get involved because they object to
killing healthy animals or believe that
methods used in the past, such as ignor-
ing feral cats or trapping and romoving
them, are not effective or humance
strategies for reducing the number of
feral cats in their communities.

Fae 800-556-3288
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Animal care and control agencies
may respond to nuisance calls about
cats that fight, yowl, spray, and
reproduce by trapping a number of
these cats. However, these agencies
do not have the staff, time, or
money 1o proactively trap and re-
move, shelver, and euthanize

farge numbers of feral cats. In
most cases, feral cats brought to
shelters by the public are deemed
unadoptable; therefore, it is doubt-
ful that volunteers could be enlisted
to humanely trap these animals
knowing the cats will be euthanized.

Many concerned citizens feed feral
cats; however, they often do not under-
stand the cousequences of not doing
more for these animals. [f they do come
to the realization that these cats need
more care, they either cannot find the
necessary services or they cannot af-
ford them. Other concerned citizens
learn about TNR and are willing to take
on the expenses of surgery, vaccina-
tions, food, and supplies and ongoing
management of the feral cat colony.
These caretakers become regular clients
of local veterinary practices. In fact,
many may already be well acquainted
with veterinary clinics because they
have pets of their own — households
that feed free-roaming cats are 40%
more likely to own at least one cat than
households that do not feed such cats.*

WORKING WITH FERAL CATS

[t is important for the veterinarian
and his or her staff to educate them-
selves about the plight of feral cats
and how to work with them. In addi-
tion to obtaining information from
resources such as Web sites, videos,
books, workshops, and conferences,
veterinary professionals can get prac-
tical experience by working with vet-
erinarians and staff who provide
services for feral cats or by participat-
ing in a feral cat clinic. Groups such
as Neighborhood Cats {a nonprofit
group in New York) and Operation
Catnip {a nonprofit organization with
chapters in Raleigh, North Carolina;
Gainesville, Florida; and Richmond,
Virginia) that specialize in manage-
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ment of feral cats through TNR can
also be good sources of information.

Regardless of how many feral steril-
izations an individual veterinary prac-
tice provides, the effort will prove
valuable as long as the procedures are
performed on a consistent basis. Brvan
Koris. director of Neighborhood Cats,
says, "In a community with 4 lew
hundred feral cats, a private veterinar-
ian network with the capacity to ster-
ilize even five cats a week will mean a
substantial percentage of the popula-
tion will be neutered within a year.
Even in communities with much larger
feral populations, the willingness of
private veterinarians to handle a small
number of cats on a consistent basis
will allow the program to get under
way while other efforts to increase
spay/neuter capacity are pursued.™

Technicians can contribute greatly
to the provision of services for feral
cats. According to Julie Levy, DVM,
PhD, DACVIM, “Technicians, acting as
coordinators, can do all the client edu-
cation {e.g., how to use traps, presurgi-
cal withholding of food, postsurgical
care}, control the work flow, do all the
animal handling, and make it easy for
veterinarians to provide services for
feral cats.™

The veterinary practice's hands-on
role in TNR generally begins when a
client shows up with one or more
trapped cats; however, advance plan-
ning is wise and makes working with
feral cats easier and more rewarding.
The staff should provide feral cat care-
takers with written guidelines on
humane methods of trapping feral cats,
including when to withhold food and
water, how to identify traps, and which
traps are acceptable, as well as the prac-
tice’s hours of operation, charges for
routine and other procedures, payment
plans, handling of unexpected findings
{e.g., cryptorchidism, pyometra, illness,
injury, pregnancy, positive FeLV/FIV
“Kortis B: Personal communication, Neigh-
borhood Cats, New York, 2006.
"Levy JK: Personal communication, Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine, University of
Florida, 2006. In addition, Dr. Levy is co-

founder of the nonprofit organization
Operation Catnip in Gainesville, Florida.
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Resources

Programs

For a list of veterinarians in your area who care for feral cats, contact SPAY
USA (800-248-SPAY; www.spayusa.org) or Friends of Animals (800-321-PETS;
www.friendsofanimals.org). Information on local voucher programs may be
obtained from animal shelters and humane organizations serving your-region.

Publication

Slater MR: Conununity Approaches to Feral Cats. Washington, DC, Hamane

Society Press, 2002.

Videotapes
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Left Lateral Flank Spay — Available through the National Humane Education

Society by calling 304-724-6558.

Working with Feral Cats in Practice {Lemarr W, Griffin B} — Order form:can be
obtained at www.vetmed.auburn.edufindex.plfeducational_videos; there is a

$15 donation fee.

Web Sites

www.alleycat.org — Information is provided on how to care for feral cats, how
to start and organize a TNR program, and how to change public policy:

www.azeats.org — The site’s resource center has downloadable literature, fre-
quently asked questions, links to other TNR programs and animal rescue

organizations, and low-cost spay/neuter information.

www.humanesocietyu.org/workshops_and_classes/tnt.html — The site foefé a
self-paced online feral cat colony caretaker course.

www.neighborhoodeats.org — Information that encompasses all-aspects of
managing a feral cat colony and:implementing TNR-can be-downloaded.

www.petsforfife.org — Cat behavior tip sheets are provided in‘English, Erench,
and Spanish for fosterers and adopters of feral cats.

www.vetmed.auburn.edufindex.pl/clinic_forms — Sample release forms are .

provided.

test results), and criteria for euthanasia
{(because a feral cat cannot be examined
until anesthetized and often has an
unknown health history [unless the
same person has been caring for the cat
for a long time)). Caretakers should sign
an agreement/release form acknowledg-
ing that there may be increased risks of
anesthetic and surgical complications.
One complaint veterinarians often
have about feral cat caretakers is that
they believe their needs should take
precedence over the normal day-to-day
operations of the clinic. In fact, the
caretaker is the one who must learn to
accommodate the veterinarian's routine
if he or she expects continual dis-

counted veterinary services. Like other
clients, some caretakers may try to take
advantage of a veterinarian's generos-
ity and compassion. On the other hand,
the veterinarian and his or her staff
should understand that caretakers are
taking personal responsibility and
using their own funds to care for cats
that would otherwise suffer and con-
tinue to reproduce. Practices may pro-
vide affordable services to caretakers by
accepting vouchers or coupons for sub-
sidized sterilization and, because feral
cats may be difficult to trap during a
particular time frame, accepting rain
checks for subsidized procedures done
outside the hours set aside for them.

August 2008
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HANDLING FERAL CATS

Feral cats should not be handled
unless they are under a surgical plane
of anesthesia. They should he brought
to the practice in individual traps cov-
ered with a sheet 1o mininize stross,
Cardboard carriers are not accept
because they allow cats to escape eus-
ily. Lobster boxes, laundry haskets, pil-
low cases, and bird cages are also
unacceptable containers.

Most cages used in veterinary prac-
tices are not suitable for holding feral
cats; therefore, if a feral cat needs to
be placed in a hospital cage, it should
be put in a feral cat den or handler®
which should then be placed in the
cage. Without the covered, dark space
the smaller box provides, the cat will
not feel hidden and will remain fright-
ened and stressed. The feral cat den is
ideal because it has a round door that
can be tipped open or shut through
the bars of the cage; however, if this
type of box is not available, the cat
may be housed in a small, solid carrier
before being placed in the cage. The
door to the feral cat den or small car-
rier should always be shut through the
bars of the cage before the cage door
is opened so that the cat does not get
out. If a suitable box or carrier cannor
be obtained, part of the cage should
have a towel or sheet draped over it so
the cat feels that it can hide.

Any carrier, cage, or trap containing
a feral cat should be identified 1o ensure
the safety of staff and others who may
come into contact with it, including
clients, drug representatives, and service
personnel. For example, a prominem
warning reading "Do not aporoach, thi
cat bites!” may be artached 1o 1
tainer housing the cat,

All staff working with feral cats
should be trained regarding safety. They
should wear padded gloves.
tective titers against rabies virns s
handle only cats that cre e b

Feral cat dens (Animal Carc Equipment &
Services, Inc., Denver) and handlers (Toma-
hawk Trap Company, Tomahawk. WI) arce
small carriers with portholes, They
designed to provide a sale, guic
place for cats.
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used in feral cats. TKX is
relatively inexpensive, re-
quires only a small dose
for anesthetic effect, is
predictable, and causes
few deaths. The agent is
prepared by reconstitut-
ing one vial of dry Tela-
zol (500 mg) with 4 ml of
ketamine (100 mg/ml)}
and 1 ml of large-animal
xylazine {100 mg/ml).
TKX is administered IM
in a dose of 0.25 ml/cat,
with a maximum dose of
0.3 ml/cat; small kittens?

4 Ear tipping (surgically removing the tip of a feral cat's
car) is an essential method of marking a sterilized feral
cat so that it can be identified in the future.

If transferring an awake feral cat to dif-
ferent housing is unavoidable, it should
always be done in a closed room with a
solid ceiling because cats can rapidly go
through a suspended-tile ceiling.
Although some staff members are adept
at using gloves, towels, or thick blan-
kets to catch fractious cats, this tech-
nique should not be used to restrain a
feral cat because it is not only unsafe
for stafl but also very stressful for the
cat. A niore appropriate way to catch a
feral cat is with a special net that staff
members have been trained to use cor-
rectly. The net should have small mesh
and should be closable once the cat is
either in or under it. If the cat escapes
to an inaccessihle place, tuna in oil, sar-
dines in oil, or mackerel should be
placed in a humane trap, with water
available outside the trap.

ANESTHETIZING FERAL CATS

A quiet area should be prepared
where a feral cat can be held in a trap
before and after surgery. Providing a
15- to 30-minute “cool-off” period
after the cat's arrival decreases stress
and may provide for a smoother anes-
thetic induction.

Anesthetic Agents

A cocktail known as TKX (tileta-
mine-zolazepam, ketamine, and xyla-
zine) is one anesthetic agent commonly

may be given 0.1 to 0.15
ml. Vomiting is uncom-
mon, recurmbency usually
occurs in 3 to 5 minutes,
and 30 to 60 minutes or more of anes-
thesia is provided. If reversal of the
xylazine component is needed, yohim-
bine (2 mg/ml} 0.3 ml/cat may be
administered [M or IV; another dose
may be given after 30 minutes if results
are inadequate. If additional anesthetic
time is needed, isoflurane should be
given via facemask. Some drawbacks to
administering TKX are poor postopera-
tive pain control, decreases in body
temperature and blood pressure, and
prolonged periods of sedation (i.e., cats
may remain sedated until the following
morning).® Use of a lower dose of TKX
for immobilization and administration
of gas anesthesia by mask may shorten
the recovery time but may also increase
the safety risks to personnel.

Another cocktail that may be used is
KDT (ketamine, medetomidine, and
butorphanol [Torbugesic, Wyeth]). This
agent is prepared by combining 10 mi
ketamine (100 mg/ml), 1.0 ml medeto-
midine (1 mg/ml), and 3 ml butor-
phanol {10 mg/ml) in an empty 15-ml
vial. An average-sized cat requires 0.6
ml of KDT IM; slightly more or less
may be given depending on the cat's
weight. Reversal is acconplished with
atipamezole hydrochloride {Antisedan,

dKittens must be at least 3 months of age
to go through many TNR programs be-
cause only then can they get a legally
valid rabies vaccine.
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Tips for Caring for Trapped Feral Cats’

For the safety of all concerned, feral cats should be left in their traps during
their stay at the practice — whether it is for a day or several days. Doniot
attempt to transfer a feral cat to a cage unless the cat is in an appropriate
feral cat den or carrier.

Feral cat traps should be 36 inches long and be covered with a light.cotton
sheet. Contrary to misconceptions about this type of confinement being inhu-
mane, feral cats prefer tight, dark spaces and beconie frightened in:large; open
ones. Therefore, the trap will help the cat feel more secure and hidden.

The trap should be cleaned and fresh food and water provided twice daily. Use
caution when performing these tasks.

To get a cat to move from one end of the trap to the other, remove the'sheet
from the end the cat needs to vacate. This action should send the cat to the
other end of the trap in search of cover. If it docs not, poke the cat gently with
a trap divider or dowel, or give the trap a little shake.

To confine a cat to one end of the trap, lower a divider through'the bars from :

above and then a second divider right behind the first, also from above. Two
dividers should be used because an aggressive cat can push aside the tongs of
a single divider and escape, especially if the divider is not inserted correctly.

For an even greater margin of safety, lower one divider from the top and
insert the second one horizontally through the trap from the side.

While the cat is isolated in the rear of the trap, line the floor of the frontend

with newspaper using the trap door for access. Next, isolate the catiin:the
front of the trap and line the floor of the back end using the rear door-for
access. Spreading newspaper on the floor of the trap is more effective than
using regular cat litter and a pan, which the cat will most likely use to:create

an even bigger mess.

¢ After isolating the cat at the clean end of the trap using dividers, provide dishes
with food and water at the other end. Providing these items last will keep the =
cat from spilling them while the other end of the trap is being cleaned:

dAdapted from Neighborhood Cats: Information/How To. Accessed June 2006 at

www.neighborhoodcats.org.

Ptizer Animal Health, 5 mg/ml) at a
dose of 0.2 ml/cat IM. Use of this agent
may require buprenorphine to be given
postoperatively for pain control.

How to Deliver Anesthesia

Because feral cats should never be
handled while they are awake and
because of the escape risks involved in
transferring cats from one container to
another, it is best to inject the anes-
thetic agent into the cat between the
wires of the trap. To accomplish this
task, the covered trap is placed on an
examination table with the trap door

facing up. A long, slender wooden
dowel is then passed into the trap
toward the cat. When the cat backs
away from the dowel and presses its
hind end against the side of the cage,
the intramuscular injection can be
given. Trap dividers may be used
instead of a dowel to confine the cat
at one end of the trap.

INITIAL ASSESSMENT
AND PROCEDURES
Checking for ldentification
On initial examination, cats should
be scanned for microchips and checked
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for tattoos to determine whether they
are owned and may have been trapped
inadvertently.” If the veterinarian finds
a microchip or tattoo, he or she should
attempt to reach the cat's owrier fsonx
times it is impossible 1o o
owner even if the cat has ,
It s the responsibility of cach veren-
nary professional to find our what the
identification standards are in his or
her area for a TNR program. If the pnl-
icy is to tattoo the cat. the equipment
must he sterilized after cach use 1o nre

vent transmission of disease.

Ear Tipping
During preparation for wircen, the
tip of the cat’s car {ustails

should be surdgically o
practice is kriown as cur fippingl. The
silhouette of a tipped ear can be seer
from a distance and is the recodnived
symbol of a sterilized [oras o
choosing which eor
standard shouid

example, in California and Oregon. the
right ear is tipped.

Ear tipping is important because an
car-tipped cat that is retrapped can be
released immediately. Dr.
the ear of every cat brougin to ho
feral cat clinic, even if there are plans
to find a home for the cat. In her
experience, such plans often fall
through and the cat returns to the
outside world without a tipped ear.
On the other hand, Dr. Levy has never
had a tipped ear interfere with an
adoption.

Ear tipping is performed as follows:

Levy s

s Swab the ear with antiseptic, and
place a straight hemostat across the
pinna.

s Using sterile sharp scissors or a
laser, remove the top "4 inch of the
pinna in a straight line. Removing
too much of the pinna results in an
ear that looks cropped, which may
be undesirable to the caretaker;
removing too little makes identifica-
tion from a distance difficult.

¢ Keep the hemostat in place for a lew
ninutes to allow time for clotting.
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Oozing of blood from the pinna can
be controlled with styptic powder or
surgical glue, Notching should not be
substituted for tipping because notched
ears may resemble ears tattered by
fighting.

If it is apparent that the cat is a
stray, Dr. Levy still tips the cat's eart
In the handful of cases in which an
owner did appear later and com-
plained about the ear tipping, the pro-
gram (in this case, Operation Catnip)
was protected because local ordi-
nances require all cats to wear a rabies
tag and to remain on their owner's
property.

SPAYING AND NEUTERING

A long-lasting antibiotic, such as
penicillin G benzathine-penicillin G
procaine, may be given subcutaneously
before surgery. An eye lubricant that
does not contain an antibiotic should
be applied to the eyes to protect them
and prevent them from drying out.

Spaying

Ideally, feral cats should be spayed
only by an experienced surgeon capable
of sterilizing the patient in a short time.
Ventral midline or left lateral flank inci-
sions should be small. Intradermal
sutures should be used instead of skin
sutures so that the cat does not pull
them out. Dissolvable sutures may be
used internally, and surgical skin glue
may be used externally. Another option
is to use 5-0 stainless-steel wire to close
the linea. The wire is easy to use, will
not untie, and causes little tissue reac-
tion. Cats are less likely to disrupt these
incisions, whereas gut sutures in the
subcutaneous layer may cause inflam-
mation and encourage chewing.

A left lateral flank approach allows
the caretaker to monitor the cat's inci-
sion from a distance, and, if dehis-
cence occurs, evisceration is less likely.
A major disadvantage of this ap-
proach, however, is the inability to
explore the abdomen if intraoperative
complications occur or if confirmation
of a previous spaying is needed.
Although a flank approach is appro-
priate for lactating queens, it is not
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recommended for pregnant cats
because this approach is too small. For
these cats, the ventral midline ap-
proach should be used.

According to Dr. Levy, half of all
female feral cats will be pregnant in
the spring.® Therefore, the practice
should schedule longer surgery times
during this season so that staff will
have time to deal with a pregnancy if
it is discovered during surgery. Cats
that are pregnant or dehydrated
should receive 100 to 150 ml of fluids
SC. If kittens are near term, the uterus
can be removed and injected with
euthanasia solution. Euthanasia is
selected for many reasons, including
the large number of pregnant cats in
the spring, the difficulties of fostering
a feral mother cat while her kittens are
being raised, and the poor chances of
recapturing feral kittens if the preg-
nant mother is released. Because it is
unlikely that the staff will be able to
contact the caretaker if a pregnancy is
discavered during spaying, all caretak-
ers should be provided with guidelines
explaining the practice’s policy with
regard to pregnant cats and should
sign a written agreement before leav-
ing a cat for TNR.

Neutering

Dr. Levy has found that 2% of male
feral cats are cryptorchid.* These cats
require surgery to remove the retained
testicle because it can still produce
testosterone, which contributes to
objectionable bhehavior such as spray-
ing and fighting. The technician
preparing a cryptorchid cat for surgery
should attempt to determine if the
retained testicle(s) is palpable in the
inguinal or abdominal region. Inguinal
testicles can be retrieved via a small
skin incision. Cats with abdominal tes-
ticles, however, need to be prepared as
for a spay (extending the prepared
area to include the inguinal and scro-
tal area). It should be noted that bilat-
eral cryptorchid cats look like neutered
cats. The penis can be exteriorized to
look for penile spines, which regress in
neutered cats but are present in cats
with a source of testosterone.
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Innovative Shelter Medicine Programs

In the first year of the University of Florida's new shelter medicine program,
veterinary students spayed and neutered more than 200 feral cats. The:shelter
medicine program is a clinical rotation in which veterinary students learn about
the special problems — including infectious diseases, abuse, and overpopulation
— faced by animals in shelters and in the care of rescue groups. Students spend
3 days at the veterinary school; on the other 2 days, they travel to the Alachua
County Animal Services shelter, where they perform spaying and neutering
procedures on and administer heartworm treatment to rescued animals being
prepared for adoption. As part of the shelter medicine program, students learn
how to work safely with feral cats in TNR programs. When these students
graduate, they will take their knowledge of feral cat medicine with them

throughout the United States.

In addition to the program at the University of Florida, shelter medicine is
also part of the curriculum at Cornell; University of California, Davis; Auburn;
fowa State; Oklahoma State; Ohio State; and the University of Pennsylvania.
The University of Florida, Auburn, North Carolina State, Texas A&M; and the
University of California, Davis, are among a handful of veterinary schools that
sterilize feral cats from their campuses or for their communities.

POSTSURGICAL TREATMENT

A broad-spectrum dewormer should
be given and an external parasite con-
trol administered. In addition, a one-
time application of an ear mite
product may be applied. According to
Dr. Levy, it is important to control
fleas and internal parasites in kittens
because they are more vulnerable to
these organisms than are adults.
However, care must be taken when
treating kittens with certain products
because it can be tricky to properly
dose such small amounts of drugs, and
overdosing can result in toxicity.

Some practices administer an FVRCP
{feline viral rhinotracheitis, calicivirus,
panleukopenia} vaccine; others forgo
this step to avoid further stressing the
cat and because they feel the cat is
unlikely to receive the booster recom-
mended by the vaccine’s manufacturer.
However, a study by Dr. Levy' showed
that cats that were retrapped 2 to 3
months after receiving a live-virus or
inactivated FVRCP vaccine and an
inactivated rabies vaccine had out-
standing immune responses. Therefore,
she believes that a cat that is vacci-
nated as an adult will have long-term
protection against infection. Dr. Levy

strongly recommends vaccinating feral
cats with an FVRCP vaccine as well as
a rabies vaccine if the TNR program
can afford it."® Vaccines should be
given after surgery because an adverse
reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis} will more
likely be noticed when the animal is
waking up rather than while it is under
anesthesia.’

Any decayed teeth should be
removed after surgery. Any wounds or
ear and eye infections should also be
treated. Drains should not be placed
because recapturing the cat for drain
removal is unlikely. Dissolvable
sutures should be used to close any
wounds.

Although NSAIDs have been gaining
popularity for pain control in cats,
these agents may predispose feral cats
to acute renal failure if they are hypo-
tensive from anesthesia, dehydrated,
or debilitated. Narcotics (e.g., bupre-
norphine) provide the best postsurgical
pain control in feral cats.

TESTING FOR FelV AND FIV

If the TNR program has the
resources, feral cats may be tested for
FelLV and FIV. The TNR program's pol-
icy on how to handle cats that test

Veterinary Technicicn

positive should be explained in the
agreement/release form. The incidence
of these diseases in fera cars is only
about 4%, similar 1o tha:
owned cat population. According to
the American Association of Fcline
Practitioners 2004 position staremen:
on free-roaming and ahavdoncd oo
“Services can bo prier
resources are limited. oo
cat programs offer onlv s
ear-tipping, and rahics vaccination on
the premise that cffective cat conuro;
will also reduce the rransmission o
infectious discases.”

The health status ot o orerad oo
should be determined aficr the
heen anesthetized and examined thor-
oughly. Animals with injurics or ill-
nesses that cannot be cntively reaied
at sterilization or during condinenen:
afterward should be
through an intravenous injection.

in the

2d010,

cat nads

cuthanized

CARING FOR KITTENS

Ideally, feral kittens younger than 8
weeks of age should be socialized and
homed. Older feral kittens may bond to
the person who tames them but be
wary of others and therefore may
require a special adopter. Feral cats and
kittens usually get along with other
cats and should be placed in homes in
which another cat lives or be adopred
in groups of two or more. Feral kittens
that cannot be socialized due to lack of
resources can be returned to the colony
after sterilization.

Prepubertal sterilization may be per-
formed on kittens weighing at least 2
1b. It is important to check local and
state laws before administering rabies
vaccinations. Because of their high
susceptibility to disease, kittens should
be vaccinated against panleukonenia,
herpesvirus, and calicivirus with lve-
virus vaccines, which provide faster
immunity with a single vaccination
than do inactivated vaccines.

RECOVERY

After surgery, cats should be
returned to their traps, which should
be clean and have the bottom lined
with paper to provide insulation and
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protection. The traps should he placed
on a thick plastic drop cloth to catch
any waste thar escapes from the traps,
and the traps should be covered with a
sheet to reduce stress. Cats are gener-
ally in sternal recumbency within 2
hours and may try 1o escape or bite;
therefore, extreme caution must be
used when feeding them or changing
soifed newspaper. Timid cats may be
encouraged to eat if their traps are
positioned so that food and water
bowls are near the wall. Feral cats
should not be kept in a ward that rou-
tinely liouses owned cats.

When they are fully conscious, cats
that are not to be hospitalized over-
night should be released with discharge
instructions to their caretakers. The cats
should be held in a warm, quiet, dry
garage or other protected area until
fully recovered (generally overnight}.
Recommended holding times for male
cats vary from as soon as fully ambula-
tory to 48 hours; female cats may need
24 to 48 hours {or less for mothers
nursing kittens). Cats frequently are not
fully recovered until the following
morning; however, caretakers should be
encouraged to contact the practice if a
cat is not fully conscious after a desig-
nated time. Cats should be fed a meal
when they are fully awake and another
one before their release. Since many
cats are too scared to eat while in the
trap, just releasing them is the best
approach. Kittens should be fed when
awake and should not be fasted more
than 4 hours before surgery because
they do not tolerate fasting well.

Feral cats should be returned to
their original location as long as it is
safe for them to live there (e.g., they
should not be returned to a building
that will be demolished or to an area
that is being developed) and the
potential negative impact on wildlife
is minimal. Relocating colonies is a
difficult process and should not be
attempted unless absolutely necessary.

CONCLUSION

[t is important for veterinarians and
their staff to not only learn how to
work with feral cats and their caretak-
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ers but also understand why they
should. It is critical that communities
provide adequately funded neutering
assistance programs for low-income
pet owners and feral cat colony care-
takers and that animal shelters sterilize
pets hefore they are adopted.

Client education and the veterinary
community’s participation in TNR pro-
grams arc essential to reducing the
number of cats in feral colonies. By
educating cat owners about the repro-
ductive capabilities of their pets, the
importance of sterilizing their cats
before they produce even one litter, the
need to keep their cats indoors, and the
importance of providing identification
for their cats, the veterinary commu-
nity can greatly prevent suffering and
improve the quality of life for all cats.
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Message Page 1 of |

Cessna, Linda

From: David Young [davidryoung@linkline.com]
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 2:42 PM
To: lcessna@torrnet.com

Subject: Peer Reviewed Feral Cat Studies #1 from the Humane Society
Linda.

I'm going to send the articles in several emails so I don't crash your computer <smile>.
I hope these materials are helpful to you. Please see the attached.

David Young

12/19/2006
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Analysis of the impact of trap-neuter-return
programs on populations of feral cats

Patrick Foley, pup; Janet E. Foley, pvw, pup; Julie K. Levy, bvu, b, pacviM; Terry Paik, pva

Objectlve—Io evaluate 2 county trap-reuterreturn
TNR) programs for feral cat population management
via mathematical modeling.

Design—Theoretical population model.

Animals—Feral cats assessed from 1992 to 2003 in
Sarn Diego County, California (n = 14,452), and from
1998 to 2004 in Alachua County, Florida {11,822).

Procedure—Data were analyzed with a mathematical
Ricker model to describe population dynamics of the
feral cats and modifications to the dynarmics that
occurred as a result of the TNR programs.

Results—In both counties, results of analyses did not
indicate a consistent reduction in per capita growth,
the population multiplier, or the proporticn of femate
cats that were pregnant
Conclusions and Clinical Relevance-—Success of
feral cat management programs that use TNR can be
monitored with an easily collected set of data and sta-
tistical analyses facilitated by population modeling
technigues. Results may be used to suggest possible
future monitoring and modification of TNR programs,
which could result in greater success controlling and
reducing feral cat populations. (J Am Vet Med Assoc
2005;227:1775-1781)

Populations of feral cats are large, have high intrinsic
rates of growth, and are highly adaptable to differ-
ent and sometimes harsh habitats. Feral cats often are
regarded as pests on the basis of their predatory habits
and the negative effect they may have on wildlife pop-
wlations.” They may [unction as hosts for diseases and
vectors that can infect humans, domestic animals, or
wildlile™; yert, colonies of feral cats often are main-
tained through feeding and care by people who have
strong affection for these cats.’

There have been many attempts to eradicate pop-
ulations of feral cats or to regulate their population
sizes at low numbers. Such projects have included
intentional release of panleukopenia virus, poisoning,
predator introduction, euthanasia, and necutering. ot
Often, despite intense etfort, attempted control pro-
grams fail because growth rates within the population
do not decline or because of additional recruitment of

From the Department of Biological Sciences, California State
Uuiversity, Sacramento, CA 95819 (P Foley); the Department of
Medicine and Epidemiology. School of Veterinary Medicine.
University of California, Davis, CA 956106 (J. Foley): the
Deparument ol Small Animal Clinical Sciences. College of
Veterinary Medicine, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 32610-
0126 (Levy); and 420 Dewane Dr, El Cajon, CA 92020 (Paik).

The authors thank Linda Louise Steenson and Dr. Karen Scout for
coordination of trapping.

Address correspondence to Dr. J. Foley.

cats into the population, although some progrims have
reported ™ successful reduction in feral popuiaiions
with humane trapping programs. The general public

often finds extermination programs for feral cats unac-
ceptable, yet also often is intolerant of cat predation on
wildlife. Tt has proven difficult to assess program suc-
cess, theoretical models would be helplul 1 vuile
interpretation of data from control provranre v o

provide motivation for changes that conid oo
success.
Feral cats are territorial animals. and their hishest

potential for population increase occurs when ponula-
tions are fow. The maximum per capita rate of increase
is the maximum mean number of female cars peodhieed
annually from cach female cat. inciuding the o
female kittens. A cat population size sy
until a carrying capacity
capacity depends mainly on food and appropriate a-ea
for territories. After the carrying capacity has heen
reached, density dependence forces the per ‘
growth rate to drop to 0. Matrix methods wre
study the sensitivity of long-term population v
rates to perturbations in Gum\mshxp and fecw M )
and have been used to evaluate feral cat population
dynamics.' By use of a logistic (Ricker) model 1o lower
feral cat populations, 2 general approaches are possi-
ble: the carrying capacity can be decreased (eg, by dis-
couraging public feeding of feral cats), or the maxi-
mum per capita rate of increase can be lowered (eg, by
increasing mortality rate”® or by neutering female cats).
For feral cat populations to decline, the maximum per
capita rate of increase needs to decrease to < 0.
Temporarily lowering the population size below the
carrying capacity yields no long-term population
reduction il this is not accomplished. The cat popula-
tion will simply increase back to carrying capacity.
The objective of the study reported here was 1o use
data from 2 trap-neuter-return (TNR) programs Lo
evaluate development and implementation of models
that could determine program success and calculate
the rate of neutering needed to decrease the feral cat
population.

15 reached. s Cooe

Materials and Methods

Modeling-—Statistical analyses and modeling were per-
formed with computer software.*® For all statistical tests, a
value of P < 0.05 was considered significant. Cat population
regulation was modeled on the basis of a Ricker model:

X
Iatt=3)

Ry=¢ 3

where R, is an annual population multiplier or net funda-
mental reproductive rate, 1y, is the maximum per capita
rate of increase, Nj is the population size at time 1, and K
is the carrying capacity. If R = 1, the net annual growth of
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the population o 1s 0 {ie. the population size is multiplied
b 100

To apply the model to TNR data, results [rom trapping
were inserted into the model as index values (linear wmului-
pliers of the actual values) and interpreted with the assump-
tion that trapped cats represented some fraction of all cats in
the county: tiis fraction was divided into an index value {eg,
the index carrying capacity) to yield an estimated county-
wide value. The county-wide feral cat population size was
approximated; there were 1,040,148 houscholds in San
Diego County in 2000. of which 8.9% of those interviewed
reported that they fed a mean of 2.6 feral cats/household.”
Thus, a minimum county-wide estimate of feval cat popula-
non size for 2000 was 240,690 feral cats. In Alachua County,
12% ol interviewed households reported that they fed a mean
ol 3.6 {eral cats each. There were 84,963 households in 1999
and approximately 36,398 feral cats.”

Estimates of feline population growth rate (R)) were
obtained {rom the trapped cat data. The R, was calculated as
follows:

R, = Ny /Nyand 1 = InR,

where Nyand Ny, | are indices of the actual population size,
equal 1o the total number of cats neutered at clinics for that
year. 1t was not necessary to estimate either K or N, directly
because the growth rates describe population trajectories
independent of absolute or index values of population size
and carrying capacity. The regression of per capita growth
rate on population size provided the estimate of maximum
per capita rate of increase (y-intercept) and, for convenience,
an index of carrying capacity (x-intercept).” The actual car-
rying capacity was obtained by multiplying the index carry-
ing capacity by the estimated total feral cat population in that
county and dividing by the total cats wapped.

Program success was evaluated with several methods.
Evidence for density-dependent population regulation was
sought by plotting per capita growth vate as a function of year
to determine a significant reduction in per capita growth rate
as detected by a significant negative linear regression ol per
capita growth rate on time. Similarly, evidence of reduced
fecundity was sought by use of linear regression for the pro-
portion of female cats pregnant when neutered over time.
The Malthusian parameter 1y, {maximum per capita rate of
increase) calculated for each county was used 1o ohtain a
NMalthusian muluplicr, Ry, = e™,

Management of [eral cat Ry, means getting a new value,
R,,". Population decline occurs when Ry, is < 1.0: R,,, can be
written as the sum of survivorship (p) and offspring produc-
tion (R,, — ). The critical fraction (s) of cats that would need
to he neutered 1n a population to induce a decline can be
obtained by solving the following equation:

l=Ryp' =p+ Ry-p)l-s)

to get
_Ry -1
=R o P

One can also approximate the proportion of cats that
must be neutered each vear (M) to gradually reach M = 5« N
neutered cats. Neutered cats accumulate in the population
because they survive at rate p from year to year. If the num-
her of cats neutered annually is m and the program continues
many vears, when neutered individuals are counted right
alter neutering but before death,

w
M=m)p'=m
1%}) s

To achieve the neutering level s = M/N| the annual neu-
tering rate s, must satisfy the following equation:

sy =8 = (1~
Sa N s p)

2,000 .
1,800
1,600
1,400 e
1.200- \/\ s
1,000 -

800 -
600
400
200 -
O et o st et e - -
1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002

Year

No. of cats

A
2,500
2,000 N

1,500 N

1,000

No. of cats

500

0 S —
1998 1899 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Year

Figure 1—Yearly distribution of all feral cats evaluated for neu-
tering in San Diego County (A} and Alachua County (B).
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Figure 2—Monthly distribution of pregnant feral fema
evaluated for ovariohysterectomy in San Diego County il
2003, all years summed [A]) and Alachua County {19¢

all years summed [B}).
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When survivorship (p) is close to 1.0, this is a much
lower burden for the neutering program. The caleulation is
only approximate because N is not constant over the lifetime
of the neutering program, survivorship may differ between
neutered and non-neutered cats, and cats do not live indefi-
nitely. In the absence of field data, the annual survival rate
{p) can be estimated from the mean cat life span as follows:

i

Dom e e
mean lite span

|

Eu p .
“;ézz,ﬂ SR Doy
HE .| J . ¥
ilL\mJ / J UAY A

.r———
10/01/94

10/01/92
10/01/95
10/01/96
10/01/98
10/01/00 Lt
10/01/01 \J
10/01/02

>
=
o
2
F

K

60
50 1 \
30 |

20 |
10:

o

No. of cats

bV,

(=]
71198 ez
=
Ko

11/1/98
31199
10
3/1/00
7/1/00
1111/00
3/1/01
7/1/01
11/1/01
3/1/02
711102
1111702
3/1/03
7/1103
11/1/03
3/1/04
7/1/04

g
e
111048

7/1199

B Month

Figure 3—-Monthly distribution of pregnant feral female cats
ovaluated for ovariohysterectomy in San Diego County (1932 to
2003 [A]) and Alachua County (1898 to 2004 [B]).
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Figure 4—Annual per capita feral cat population growth rate by
vear for feral cats evaluated for neutering in San Diego County
(1982 to 2003 |Al) and Alachua County (1998 tc 2004 (B]).

and if such data were available, the life span and annudl
vival rate should be estimated at low population <

Data—Data {rom the Feral Car Coalition w
during a trapping program involving volunteers fro
San Diego County, California, from 1992 to 2003 and from a
similar program from 1998 to 2004 run by Operation Catnip
Inc in Alachua County, Florida. Cats were live-trapped,
transferred approximately once per month to participaring
veterinary clinics, examined, vaccinated, surgically neutered.
and returned to their colonies after a short postoperanve
recovery period. For each day that clinics were held, daw
compiled included clinic number and date, location of the
clinic, number of males neutered, number of females
neutered, number of cats already neutered when trapped. and
total females subdivided into the categories pregnant and not

41('([1

I ACTOLS

pregnant. Data regarding San Diego County demographics
were obtained from the California Department of Finance
and included number of humans in the county and number

ol households. For Alachua County, demographic data were
obtained from the US Census Bureau. Data regarding cat
ownership, feeding of feral cats, approximate cownty-wide
cat numbers, and number of feral cats were obtained or cal-
culated from published surveys of San Diego and Alachua
County households."*?
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Figure 5—Regression of annual per capita grov :
index population size (N) for feral cats evaluated for
San Diego County (1992 to 2003 [A]) and Alach
10 2004 [B]).
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Results

Feral cat demographics—From 1992 o 2003,
14,452 cats were submitted as feral cats to veterinary
clinics in San Diego County for neutering (Figure 1.
data for 1992 represent only part of the vear, when the
program began). Of these cats, 565 (4%) had already
been neutered; 14,129 surgeries were pt‘rformed on
6.494 (46%) male and 7,635 (54%) female cats. The
number of cats neutered over the months of the year
did not vary significantly (P = 0.13), but the presence
of pregnant cats was strongly seasonal, with numbers
increasing in spring, compared with winter and fall
(Figures 2 and 3). Overall, 17.2% of wrapped female
cals were pregnant.

In Alachua County, 11,822 cats were submitted for
neutering from 1998 to 2004 (Figure 1). Of these, 258
(2%) cats had previously been neutered; 11,564 surg-
eries were performed on 4,928 (43%) male and 6,636
(57%) female cats. Evaluation of pregnant cats revealed
a double peak, with increases in March and August
(Figures 2 and 3). Sixteen percent of trapped female
cats were pregnant.

Model results—Per capita growth rate in San
Diego County ranged from -0.58 to 0.30, with a
value of 0.25 for 2002 (Figure 4). Values for Alachua
County were similar. Regressing per capita growth
rate on population size yielded estimates of the
index carrying capacity (x-intercept) and maximum
per capita rate of increase (y-intercept) of 1,323 and
0.45 (P = 0.09), respectively, for San Diego County
and 1,855 and 1.41, respectively, for Alachua
County (P = 0.1; Figure 3). In the last year of data

for each county, the total numbers of trapse
were 1,514 (0.63% of the total estimated forat o
in San Diego County and 2,213 (9.0%, for N
County. Thus, the county-wide carrve

were estimated as 210323

- A ’ N
and 1e

=
2 |
= I
o !
j=3 H
(=] |
<
o.
id
'3,
Q O Y T OO W W M~ O 0D QO O - N N
F QD222 2090988 g
Q@ J %8S cd B S =380 D3FKEEK
L. O~ o L L - L LN S S s =
s & 2 TR s - RS = R
A 5 3 &
0.3 - e
0.25 I

Proportion
o
. o
w N
P

0.1 \A K 1
o
0.05 4 4 :
x i
o ™ \f s
o0 o (2] o2 o Q — — o™ o~ [a2] < ey v
[=2] o o (=23 (=) (= o o o o o o o o
B ¥ & & B & &6 & ¥ S D I = =
- 9 Q8 § 3T 8 T - 9@ ¢ @ = s 0z
B ~ < (3] — < — wy o~ w0 — o

Figure 6—Monthly distribution of pregnant feral female cats
evaluated for neutering in San Diego County (1992 o 2003 (ATl
and Alachua County (1998 to 2004 {B]).

Table 1—Critical overall neutering rate required to bring growth rate in a feral cat colony to 1.0 for var-
ious growth rate, life span, and survivorship (p) estimates.

Growthrateandp 1 2 3 4 5
] 000 050 067 075 080

1.0 0 0 0 0 0
1.5 033 050 060 067 0N
2.0 050 067 075 080 083
2.5 060 075 082 086 088
3.0 067 080 08 083 091
3.5 071 083 088 091 093
4.0 075 086 090 092 094
45 078 088 091 093 095
5.0 080 089 092 094 095

Mean life span {y)

b 1 8 9 10 11 12
083 08 083 083 0980 091 092
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
075 078 0.80 082 083 085 086
0.86 0.88 0.89 090 09 092 092
090 09 092 093 094 094 095
092 093 09 09 0985 09 09%
094 095 095 096 096 096 097
095 095 0.96 096 097 097 097
095 096 087 087 097 097 098
096 097 0.97 097 098 098 098

ious growth rate, life span, and p estimates.

Table 2—Critical annual neutering rate required to bring growth rate in a feral cat colony to 1.0 for var-

Mean life span {y)

Growthrateandp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
p 000 050 067 075 080 083 08 08 083 080 091 092
1.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0
15 033 025 020 017 014 013 011 010 009 008 008 007
2.0 050 033 025 020 017 014 013 011 010 003 008 0.08
2.5 060 038 027 021 018 015 013 012 010 009 008  0.08
3.0 067 040 029 022 018 015 013 012 031 010 009  0.08
35 071 042 029 023 013 016 01 012 011 010 003 008
4.0 075 043 030 023 019 016 014 032 031 010 003 008
45 078 044 030 023 018 0316 0314 012 01 010 009 008
5.0 0.80 044 031 024 019 016 014 012 01Y 010 009 008
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respectively. The calculated values for R, for each
county were 1.57 for San Diego County and 4.1 for
Alachua County.

Critical neutering rates depend on Ry, and sur-
vivorship (Tables 1 and 2). Reported”™ mean life spans
in feral cats range from 2 to 8 years. By use of a medi-
an life span of 5 years for San Diego County. the criti-
cal neutering fraction (s) would be approximately 71%
(949% for Alachua County). The needed annual neuter-
ing [raction (s,) was 14% for San Diego County and
19% for Alachua County. Hypothetical feral cat popu-
lations would decrease between these values.

To assess the success of the TNR program, data
were evaluated {or density-dependent population regu-
lation and a significant reduction in the proportion of
female cats that were fertile. When per capita growth
rate was regressed on year, there were no indications of
a signilicant reduction in per capita growth rate (ie,
evidence for density dependence) in either of the coun-
ties (P = 0.24 and 0.1 for San Diego and Alachua coun-
tics, respectively; Figure 4). The proportion of preg-
nant females cycled annually, but an overall reduction
in either of the counties was not detected (Figure 6).

Discussion

FFeral and stray cats represent more than 40% of all
cats in the United States, are fed by an estimated 10%
to 20% or more of households, and are rarely
neutered. ™ 11 is desirable to reduce feral cat popula-
tions because ol welfare concerns for the cats, concern
about the elfects of feral cats on vulnerable wildlife,
and public health considerations. The American
Association of Feline Practitioners supports appropri-
alely managed feral cat colonies, but that group’s posi-
tion statement indicates that the goal of colony man-
agement should be the eventual reduction of the
colony.” Additionally, feral cat colonies should not be
located near at-risk wildlife. Although several control
methods including TNR have been proposed and
implemented, assessment of their efficacy has typically
been missing or at most anecdotal. This is unfortunate
given the substantial investment of resources required
to run an elfective program and the skepticism with
which TNR is regarded by many people.

Feral cat populations are extraordinarily capable
of reaching local carrying capacities as a function of
reproductive mechanisms  that emphasize breeding
efficiency. These include induced ovulation, weaning
of kittens as voung as 50 days old, an age of first repro-
duction as early as 8 months, and many (approx 130)
days pregnant per year”® Consequently, cats have
some of the highest maximum per capita rates of
increase among carnivores, estimated in 1 study” at
23.3%. Population sizes, home range size, and local
carrying capacity of feral cats all vary extensively,
depending on habitat type and availability of {ood and
safe den sites. Intrinsic control of feral cat populations
may occur by density-dependent mechanisms includ-
ing starvation, predation, control of reproductive suc-
cess, and disease. Although cats, particularly males, are
territorial ™ feral cat colonies receiving abundant
lood supplementation may have a reduction in appar-
ent territoriality as cats co-occupy territories or

attempt to maintain small territories (sometimes
accompanied by stress and fighting). ™

The purpose of TNR programs is rarely articulated
in the language of population ecology but often is
motivated by an attempt to reduce population size (N\;
and per capita growth rate (r,) by reducing reproduc-
tion. Additional goals of TNR may include provision of
veterinary care and vaccines to reduce the threat of
feline and zoonotic diseases, improve the quality of lite
of homeless cats, avoid euthanasia as a control method.
and, in some programs, reduce the population size. ™
In many TNR programs, including those described
here, direct assessment of possible changes in popula
tion size is not possible because data collectiion and
population structure do meet assumptions of capture-
recapture or other similar methods of estimating pop-
ulation size. Although index values were necessarily
used for parameters because actual population counts
were not available or practical, the trajectorics of pop-
ulations (whether or not populations were declining)
could be determined from calculation of maximum per
capita rate of increase without accurately detecting
population size or carrying capacity.

The models reported here also have the {lexibility
of providing statistics that could be used to evaluate
success of control programs, methods for caleulating
the fraction of cats that must be neutered 1o force pop-
ulation decline, and the annual neutering rate required
to eventually achieve the required neutered fraction.
The assessment statistics are Ry, (multiplier for the
maximum per capita rate of increase), which can be
calculated from the time series and, as a multiplier,
must be < 1.0 for the population to be in decline; the
proportion of cats that are pregnant, which should be
declining significantly in a successful program; and the
proportion of trapped cats that already are neutered,
which should increase. This last statistic was not eval-
uated in the data given here because the TNR programs
specifically avoided retrapping cats, which was unfor
tunate because keeping account of previously cur
tipped cats would have made the calculation of the
proportion neutered more accurate.

The present study yielded mixed results regarding
the success of large TNR programs in San Diego and
Alachua counties. Results of the programs had previ-
ously been summarized' regarding the number ol cats
neutered, but the effect of neutering on the free-roam-
ing cat population had not been analyzed. Our analvsis
indicated that any population-level elfects were mini-
mal, with R, (the multiplier) ranging from 1.5 1o 4,
which indicated ongoing population growth (similar to
values in previous studies), and critical necded values
of neutered cats (ie, the proportion of all cas i
needed to be neutered to reduce Ry, to = 1ol V0
94%, which was far greater than whai was sty
achieved. There are several potential limitations 1o ihe
data; the net reproductive rate was estimated under the
assumption that trapping effort and efficiency were
unbiased across sites and trapping periods. Retrapping
success for feral cats probably was underestmared
because cats were marked after neutering by v
of a small distal portion of the pinna and
cats usually were released from cages withouwt count-

fonned
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ing. The cstimate of total numbers of feral cats was
somewhat inaccurate because it was calculated from
general surveys ol how many people feed how many
feral cats. However, this statistic was not used in the
model itsell but rather provided an estimate of the cal-
culated proportion of all available feral cats that were
being neutered. 1o allow for interpretation of model
successes. The regression of per capita growth rate on
population size was not significant for either San Diego
or Alachua counties, possibly reducing conlidence in
the estimate of population growth rates. However, this
was not surprising given that a time series of at least 20
vears is typically required before such a regression is
found to he significant.” Nevertheless, the coellicient
of regression (v-intercept) still represented the maxi-
mum likelihood estimator for maximum per capita rate
of increase.

In some ways, results were similar to those
obtained in an earlier, stage-structured matrix model of
feral cat demographic {eatures.” The matrix model
forced A < 1, analogously with the Ricker model {orc-
ing Ryn < 1, for the population to decline
hmplementation of the stage-structured model suggest-
ed that no plausible combinations of life history vari-
ables would li <ely allow for TNR to succeed in reduc-
ing population size, although neutering approximately
/)”/7 ol the cats could achieve control (which is unre-
alistic), a value quite similar to results in the present
study. An important distinction between the 2 models
was the incorporation of density-dependent reduction
of {ecundity and possible saturation of the population
with neutered cats in the present model.

Feral cat control programs are notoriously diffi-
cult, and in many cases, short-terim control has been
followed by a long-term return to precontrol condi-
tions. Attempted control of a feral cat population on
Marion Island in the Indian Ocean had poor success
for many years.” The population size on the island was
estimated by use of a line transect at approximately
2,200 cats, and in 1979, virulent panlw kopenia virus
was released on the island. Although in 1 study” it was
concluded that the population density of cats had
declined, this conclusion was based on questionable
statistical analyses. Within 5 years, intrinsic popula-
tion growth rates were reported to have increased 4
times, and although population sizes had supposedly
declined, predation on seabirds continued. Hunting
was instituted, and ongoing population estimates were
1S§csscd by use of the highly biased index of cat sight-
ings."” The authors acknowledged that control (ie, sup-
pression) would only succeed with ongoing intensive
hunting. Feral cats have been eliminated from at least
48 islands, including Marion Island, primarily through
hunting (sometimes with dogs), trapping. poisoning,
and disease and typically on fairly small islands with
low cat density.”

In contrast with hunting, disease, or other methods
of feral cat control that increase mortality rates, TNR
has the potential advantage of allowing niches to
become saturated with neutered individual cats. If, con-
currently with the reduction in maximum per capita
rate of increase, carrying capacity is reduced (typically
by reduction of food oversupplementation) and immi-

gration is controlled, there may be a humane. gradual
reduction in overall cat numbers. Future feral cat man-
agement programs could potentially achieve beter suc-
cess with a few modifications of the TNR
Despite the substantial expenditure of resouw ¥
operate the 2 TNR programs described here, Uiy prob-
ably were performed on too large a scale: mary cats
were neutered, but this constituted a very small overall
proportion of the cats. Moreover, feral cats within a
county surely do not constitute a single population, {ur-
ther diluting the enormous overall effort into numerous
smaller efforts with less impact. Trap-neuter-return pro-
grams should be focused on well-defined, preferably
geographically restricted, cat populations, rather than
diluting effort across multiple populations. In furure
TNR studies, it would be helpful if rapping ellorts were
standardized to allow for the least biased index csn.
mates of populanon size from trapping efliciency (e
per unit eflor?™), although with such an o
species, cats may modify behavior after experience wit
the traps. If populaton growth actually is declining,
then per capita growth rate should decline consxsu‘,ml).
Also, retrapping statistics, which were not obtained in
these programs, are particularly valuable because they
allow [or comparison of observed retrapped (neutcred?
proportions with the critical proportions needed 1o
reduce R, to < 1.0,

Focused TNR programs have had some success. A
survey-based assessment® of TNR for small colonies
(mean, 7 cats) revealed moderate success, with reduc-
tion of mean colony size by as much as half. A nwo-
thirds reduction in population size was ohained in
feral cat colony on a university campus where cver oo
was specifically included in the census. ™ Althouy
causes of loss from the population included Lu\hamsxu
of sick cats, adoption, and deaths (often vehicular trau-
ma), increases in population were attributable ro immi-
gration but not births because virwally all resident cats
were neutered. For these programs, managers were
able to evaluate success because everv ca
counted. In larger programs. such cnnmerntion i
impossible and index-level assessment, such as tha
described here, becomes necessary.

Statistical assessment of the impact of TNR pro-
grams on population size is critical 10 help gain creds
bility for such programs. Because of the inereasine wif
to address humane, conservation. and nebin hod
concerns associated with free-roaming cats. oois i
evaluate program success will increasingly conuibuie
to achieving management goals.

varaciom
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Use of matrix population models
to estimate the efficacy of euthanasia
versus trap-neuter-return for management
of free-roaming cats

Mark C. Andersen, php; Brent J. Martin, bvM, pacLaM; Gary W. Roemer, PiD

Objective—To evaluate the efficacy of trap-neuter
return and trap-euthanatize management strategies
for controlling urban free-roaming cat populaticns by
use of matrix population models.

Design—Prospective study.

Sample Population—Estimates of free-roaming cat
populations in urban environments.

Procedure—Data from the literature describing the
hiology of free-roaming cat populations in urban envi-
ronments were gathered. A matrix population model
was developed with a range of high and low survival
and fecundity values and ali combinations of those
values. The response of population growth rate to a
range of management actions was assessed with an
elasticity analysis.

Results—All possible combinations of survival and
fecundity values of free-roaming cats led to predic-
tions ¢t rapid, exponential population growth. The
model predicted effective cat population control by
use of annual euthanasia of = 50% of the population
or by annual neutering of > 756% of the fertile pcpula-
tion. Elasticity analyses revealed that the mocdeled
population was most susceptible to control through
euthanasia.

Conclusions and Clinical Relevance—Free-roaming
cat populations have a high intrinsic growth rate, anc
euthanasia is estimated to be more effective at reduc-
ng cat populations than trap-neuterreturn programs
(JAm Vet Med Assoc 2004;225:1871-1876)

Frvc-roaming cats represent challenges to the veteri-
nary profession and society. Free-roaming cats con-
tribute to a public health hazard through the risk of
transmitting rabies and other zoonotic agents."® These
cats may be infected with a variety of {eline pathogens
and {unction as a reservoir of infection for owned
cats." ™ The welfare of free-roaming cats concerns
society because they are frequent victims of vehicular
collisions and [ights between themselves and other ani-
mals. " Cars also are efficient predators, and results
of numerous studies™™"* indicate their detrimental
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impacts on native wildlife. For example, the British
population of 9 million cats has been estimated to be
responsible for the deaths of 57 million mammals, 27
million birds, and 5 million reptiles and amphibians
per year''; because the US cat population has been est
mated at 100 million,”? the potential impact of donws.
tic cats on American wildlife is high. There also arc
emotional and [inancial costs to society caused by con-
cern for these cats, their prey, and the attempts to mit-
igate the perceived and real damages caused by unman-
aged populations of [ree-roaming cats."*”" Despite
recognition of the problems, there is no consensus on
how such populations should be managed.

Two management schemes predominate. Tradnional
animal control plans manage free-roaming cats through
capture and removal. Whereas some captured cats are
returned to their owners or adopted as pets. most are
euthanatized as unwanted, excess cats. Traditional ani

mal control is often constrained by resources wand ek
sustains active cat population management o o hrodd
scale. A more recently proposed management alicraative
is to maintain stable, nonbreeding populations  These

programs are founded on capturing, neutcring, and
releasing cats with additional management processes of
disease testing, vaccination, feeding. adopnons and
monitoring being components ol some s

Although trap-newter-return (TNR) progocine

sented as an alternatve o euthanasia and wr citeanne
means of population management.”'" " ihese pro-
grams have not been developed on a large scale. lmiung
their assessment as a tool for decreasing cat populations.
Further, TNR programns are often instituted because of
society’s aversion to euthanasia as a method ol conwoi
Thus, much of the debate swrounding the use ol
euthanasia or TNR has a substantial emotional compo-
nent. Therefore, an objective evaluation of TNR and
alternative strategies for managing cat populations would
make a valuable contribution toward sound manage-
ment.

Matrix population models are a primary ool used
in wildlife management to set annual guidelines on
hunting, trapping, and fishing; explore population
dynamics; and develop management plans for endan-
gered species.'*® These models use estimates of age- or
stage-specific vital rates (reproduction and survival) to
project future population structure. Analysis of these

models allows objective comparison of the efficacy of

different management actions and permits identification
of key factors influencing population dynamics. "

For our study, published data from studies of urban,
free—roaming cat populations were used to parameterize
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@ mauix population model” and explore how cat popu-
lations may respond to various forms of control. The pri-
marv ohjective was to compare the efficacy of TNR pro-
grams versus euthanasia programs as methods of cat
population management. Because TNR programs affect
reproduction and euthanasia programs alfect survival,
these 2 approaches should be fundamentally different
with respect 1o their impact on the growth rate of cat
populations. To address this hypothesis, an elasticity
analysis of the matrix population models was conducted
to explore how alterations in the estimates of stage-spe-
cific vital rates would influence population growth rate.
Elasticity analysis is a form of perturbation analysis that
allows determination of the rate of change of population
growth rate in response to changes in individual vital
rates.”” This allows vital rates to be ranked in order of
their influence on population growth.

Materials and NMethods

Model description and construction—The matrix popu-
lation model™ allows classification of the population either by
age or stage classes (eg, larva, juvenile, aduit). The model
advances a given population structure ahead through 1 time
interval to a new projected population structure. Through that
time interval, reproduction and survival occur within each age
or stage class in the population at rates specific to that age or
stage class. For instance, young animals, such as juveniles, have
a probability of surviving (usually < 1) 1o the reproductive
adult stage, thereby increasing the numbers in the adult stage
and decreasing the numbers in the juvenile stage. Similarly,
reproduction by different stages at time ¢ would contribute to
the number of young present at time ¢ + 1. Thus, the survival
probabilities and reproductive rates of each age or stage class
would contribute to a new population structure at time ¢+ .

Under this model, changes in population structure are
denoted by the equation n(t + 1) = An(t), where n represents a
vector of age or stage classes describing the population strue-
ture at umes t+ L and t, respectively, and the population pro-
jection matrix A contains the survival probabilities and repro-
ductive rates acting on the population through each time inter-
val. The dominant eigenvalue of the population projection
matrix, denoted by A, is the intrinsic or asymptotic growth rate
ol the population. If & = 1 there is no net change in the popu-
lation size. Values > 1 mean that the population is increasing;
values < 1 mean that the population is decreasing."”

Model parameter estimation—Vital rate data were gath-
ered from published studies of free-roaming carts in urban envi-
ronments; preference was given to studies of unmanipulated
populations. Given the variability of the vital rate data, low and
high extremes of parameter estimates and all combinations of
those extremes were used in the analysis. The available data
were insufficient for an age-siructured classification but
amenable 10 a stage-structured model with 2 stages: individuals
<1 yearold, called juveniles, and individuals > 1 year old, called
adults, This classitication of the population model conformed to
the level of detail of the management actions that were evaluat-
cd. The model tiime step was | year, The model considered only
the lemale population; this is appropriate if the population is not
mate-limited or if the vital rates of the 2 sexes are identical.”

Reproduction in cats is relatively well documented, and
values from the literature were used to develop the model.
Fetus number has been reported as mean = SD of 3.6 = 0.2
kittens/dam in a programn to spay [ree-roaming cats.” This can
be conservatively considered a typical litter size and is com-
parable to values found in other studies.”® Mean number of
litters per female per year has been reported to be from 1.1 o

2,17 Puberty in female cats varies with time of vear of their
birth, but first conception has been reported to be at a mean
of 212 days of age.” Sex ratios are consistently near 30:50.7

Based on these values, the fecundity of adult fir
was estimated as a product of kittens per liver,
vear, and sex ratio at birth. Thus, our low estimate of
dity was 3.6 X 1.1 X 0.5 = 1.98 female ol{spring/y; our ¢
sponding high estimate was 3.6 X 2.1 X 0.5 = 3.78 femalc of[-
spring/y. Juvenile females have reduced mean fecundity
because most are prepubertal. This reduction is cqual 1o the
factor (365 - 212)/365, which yielded 0.83 female olfspring/y
to 1.58 female offspring/y for the low and high estumaics of
juvenile fecundity, respectively.

Survival probabilities have not been as thoroughly docu-
mented. In a long-term study! annual juvenile survival was
reported as approximately 75%. In another report,” it was sug-
gested that annual survival is closer to 50%. Published figures
for survival rates of adults include 33% survival over a 42-month
period®™ and 67% survival over an 18-month period.” Ancedou
reports estimate adult life span of feral cats at 2 1o 3 years.

Survival rates were computed under the assumption tha
the juvenile and adult classes reported in the various siudics
were consistent with this models juvenile and adult classes
The low estimate of survival for juveniles was therefore 0.5, and
the high estimate was 0.75. Reported survival rates for acults
were determined over periods longer than 1 year; annual sur-
vival rates were estimated by use of the geometric probabitity
distribution as an approximate discrete lifetime distribution
This method asswines that survival probabilities remam con-
stant over the entire period for which they are being estimated.
This assumption may not be true if there are age-dependent
eflects on survival. For example, if younger adults learn as they
age, survival may be enhanced with time, whereas senescence
may cause the opposite effect in older adults, reducing survival
over time. It is likely that both processes accur, but the il
able data did not allow us to address this issue. The Hhution
function for the geometric distribution was P = here S
is the per-time-unit survival rate, and P is the probabitity tha
an individual will die by time t. Thus, the expression for S given
tand P was S = exp(In[1 - P]/t).

This expression was used to obtain 4 estimaies of annual
survival rates for the adult class based on 3 values of P
Calculations based on a 2-year and 3-year tife span. assimine
that P = 0.50, yielded annual survival rares of 0 707 and o a4
respectively. A monthly survival rate ol 0974 was caicnlaed
from a survival probability of 0.33 over 42 months (ic, P = 0.67
and n = 42), and this monthly rate was converted o an annual
rate of 0.729 (ie, 0.974 1o the 12th power). Similarly. a month-
ly survival rate of 0.978 resulis from a survival probabiiny of
0.67 over 18 months (P = 0.33 and n = 18). This manihiy v
converts to an annual survival rate of 0.766 (0 473 1o
power). Thus, by use of 4 repovted estimates of ad
the estimated annual rate of adult survival vavied from o v
0.794. Therefore, the low and high values for adult soreivad
rates used in the model were 0.7 and 0.8, respectively

Although breeding is skewed towards the first hail of
the year and only a few litters are born during the months
of October through December, cats essentially can breed
throughout the year.*>"” Continuously breeding populations
are most easily modeled by assuming that all births 1ake
place at the midpoint of the time interval.” Under this
assumption, parental individuals must survive to that mid-
point and the resultant offspring must survive through the
remaining half of the time interval. Half-year survival rates
are equal to the square root of the annual rate. Thus. the
matrix elements are as follows:

[SO‘FO \/§0~‘F1'\/§T]

<1

5() Sy
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where Sy and Sy are annual rates of survival for the juvenile and
adult stage classes, and Fp and Fy are the estimates of lecundin

for those same stage classes. The composite matrix elements m
1he top row of the matrix are equal to the stage-specific repro-
ductive vates (Ry and Ry) for juveniles and adults, respectively.

Model analyses—Analyses were performed with soft-
ware written in a standard programming language. Intrinsic

rates of increase (A) weve calculated with all combinations of

high and low lecundity and survival rates. Fecundity was
reduced by 10%, 23%, 50%, and 75% to simulate TNR pro-
grams of increasing rigor. Trap-cuthanatize programs were
modeled through several combinations of reductions of juve-
nite and adult survival by 10%, 23%, 50%, and 75%.

The geometric mean of A, computed across all combina-
tions of fecundity and survival rates, was used as a swmmary
statistic in assessment of population management strategies.
Elasticity analysis was used to provide a broader view of the
dcmooruplxic basis of the effects of the different management
strategies. All elasticity values were calculated with a com-
puter plogranm“"‘

Uncertainty in vital rate estimates may influence the
outcome of computations of the elasticity values. Thesc pas-
sible effects may be accounted for by computing elasticity
values for a large number of simulated population projection
matrices, in which the vital rate values are randomly chosen
to lic between predetermined limits. The upper and lower
bounds chosen for the vital rates were the high and low esti-
mates, respectively, for each rate.

to intermediate intrinsic rates of populaiion i
geometric mean of these 8 baseline values ot/

The geomelric mean imrins:c e
the matrices simulating o TNR fie st 0
dity values), even for quite large » eductions i o it
were still > | (Table 2). A 75% reduction in fecundiny o
all reproductive females (corresponding 1o ongoing
spaying 75% of the female population) yielded 2 = .08

The geometric mean intrinsic rates of mcrease fo
the matrices simulating a euthanasia program i
reduced survival values) revealed that reduction :
25% were not sufficient 1o lead to predictions of dc;lm~
ing cat populations (Table 2). However, reductions in
both juvenile and adult survival by 2 50% yielded a geo-
metric mean intrinsic rate of increase < 1. A 75% reduc-
tion in both adult and juvenile survival led 10 % = 0.47
meaning that a cat population subjected to such a pro-
gram would be approximately halved every year.

In nearly all scenarios, A was more sensitive to
changes in survival than fecundity (Figure 1). A 25%

Table 2—Geometric mean A for free-roaming cat nonula
with either reduced fecundity, simulating the effects
neuter-return program, or reduced survival,
effects of a euthanasia control program. Geometric mi
calculated over the 8 baseline matrix modeis in Tz

e 1 with
fecundity or survival reduced by the percentage indicated.

Results Fecundity  Juvenile survival {%)  Adult survival {%) A
The high and low vital rate values resulted in 8 pos- - - -

. ¢ R Baseline Baseline Baseline 1.84
sible matrices that each yielded A > 1 (Table 1). 10 NC NC 173
Population growth rate ranged from a high of 2.49 for the 25 NC NC 1.59
highest estimmates of fecundity and survival for both juve- ?(5) mg NE }-gg
nile and adult classes to a low of 1.34 for the lowest com- NG 10 10 163
binations. All remaining combinations of parameters led NC 10 25 1.53

NC 25 10 1.46
Table 1—Baseline population projection matrices used in simul- NC 25 25 1.36
ations of free-roaming cat populations and their intrinsic rates of NC 50 50 0.91
increase (A). Each scenario corresponds to a different estimate NC 50 75 0.73
of fecundity and survival. mg ;E ;0 8L§
5 5 &
J il Adult - - -
Scenario  Fecundity stlx\rl\?i?llaf suwl;val Matrix % NC = No change in the vital rate from the haseline values.
1 High High High [1.189 2828] 249
075 08 0s £6
? High High Low [1.189 2.739] 2.40 : o "
075 0.7 o1 1 g
3 High Low High [0,792 23917 1.89 ! S0
0.5 0.8 A 751

4 Kigh Low Low [0.792 2.236] 180 L »

05 07 2" ; 3 v

5 Low High High [8.622 1.534] 1.79 -‘é“ H }g) 'z

75 08 2 ! B w77

6 Low High Low [0622 14357 1.70 G, ~ z ! ? g 7 7

075 0.7 7 1207 L7 0G0z

7 Low Low High [0.83 1,252] 161 o 87 1RIBIRIEl

05 08 7 ? 117 L 7

8 Low Low Low [0415 1717 1.34 o B 7 1787k 721 7

0.5 07 Z R é é . g

4 &8 L AV Rd o RV REZ

For juvenile fecundity, low = 0.83 female offspring/female per ¢ t P 3 N s % H 3

year, high = 1.58 female offspring/female per year; for adult fecundi- Scenario

ty, low = 1.98 female offspring/female per year, high = 3.78 female off-
spring/female per year. For juvenile survival, low = 0.5, high = 0.75; for
adult survival, low = 0.7, high = 0.8.

For each matrix, upper left value represents juvenile reproductive
rate, upper right value represents adult reproductive rate, lower left
value represents juvenile survival, and lower right value represents
adult survival.

Figure 1—FElasticity of the intrinsic rate of population ncrease in
response to changes in survival and fecundity rates of iree-
roaming cats under 8 scenarios corresponding to the matrices in
Table 1. Survival and fecundity rates that yield larger elasticity
values are expected to have a greater influence on the intrinsic
rate of population increase. Fq = Juvenile fecundity. Fy = Adult
fecundity. Sp = Juvenile survival, Sy = Adult survival,
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Z—Eiagsticity of & in free-roaming cat populations for mear
rates and random matrices derived from a range of values
for each v tal rate.

Elasticity of random matrices

Elasticity of A for

Vital rate mean vital rates  Minimum  Maximum Mean {SD)
Juvenile fecundity 0.34 012 0.33 .20 {0.045)
Adult fecundity 0.28 0.26 033 0.30 {0.016)
Juvenils survival 0.76 0.55 0.72 0.55 (0.034}
Adultsurvival .24 0.28 0.45 0.36 10.035)

reduction in fecundity of the cat population led 10 a
growth raie of 1.59, whereas a 25% reduction in sur-
vival reduced growth rate to 1.36 (Table 2). Fifty per-
cent and 75% reductions in survival similarly led to
greater reductions in population growth than did the
50% and 75% reductions in fecundity. Elasticity values
ranged from as high as 0.73 for juvenile survival in 1
scenario to as low as 0.11 for juvenile fecundity in
another scenario. Elasticity for the survival rates
ranged {rom 0.27 to 0.73, whereas clasticity for the
[ecundities remained < 0.30. This result was mirrored
by the stochastic analyses of A (Table 3). Elasticity val-
ues [or the mean vital rates ranged from 0.24 to 0.76,
and the mean elasticity values for the random matrices
ranged from 0.20 to 0.65. The highest elasticity values
were tor juvenile survival, suggesting that population
growth is most sensitive to this vital rate, followed by
adult survival. Control strategies that target survival of
free-roaming cats should be more effective at reducing
cat populations than those that target fecundity.

Discussion

Matrix population models have been used success-
fully in many population management strate-
gies W0 BI% Sueh models have been used to assess
the viabi!ity of populations of endangered planis™*
and animals,” to assess the impacts of wild fnas and
pollutants on natural populations,™ ™ and 1o study
the pathogenicity of an external parasite.”” Matrix mod-
els are often preferred in management applications
because of the degree of development of the underly-
ing mathematics, the level of realism of the models
and the ease of parameter estimation.™

The geometric mean growth rate rather than the
arithmetic mean is the appropriate measure of the most
likely growth rate of a stochastic population growth
process. The geometric mean best represents the
expected rate of growth of a population in which one
of the possible population matrices is randomly chosen
at each time step. In other words, if one of the different
poussible population projection matrices considered
was randomly selected and a population was 10 grow
according ro that matrix {or that time step, and anoth-
er matrix was randomly selected for the following time
step, then over time, the population’s long-term growth
rate would be the geometric mean, not the arithmetic
mean, of the set of possible growth rates.” ™ Thus, the
use of the geometric mean of A as the summary mea-
sure directly and explicitly recognizes the uncertainty
in the parameter estimates.

Demographic elasticity analysis is a way of caleu-
lating the effect of small changes in the vital rates of a

population on the population’s rate of
Analytically, this can be computed as the partal deviv-
ative of A with respect 1o each individual viwal raie.
holding the others constant. These partial derivatives
are referred 10 as sensitivity values; when these values
are multiplied by the ratio of the vital rate in question
to A (1o scale for difterences in the vital rates them-
selves), they are referred 1o as elasticity values.”™ The
elasticity of A can be calculated with respect to partic-
ular vital rates or with respect to the matrix clements
themselves. In this analysis, the elasticity of 7. was cal-
culated with respect to each vital rate (ie. stage-specif-
ic fecundity and survival) because the matrix element
for fertility was a composite of several vital rates.

Examination of elasticity values is valuable in
assessing management strategies for {ree-runging pon
ulations. Such strategies ne’xrlv always have age-speaif-
ic effects, representing a penmbauon i a particular
vital rate, and are aimed at either increasing or reduc-
ing the target population’s growth rate. Management
strategies intended to alter vital rates with particularly
high elasticity values are more likely to achieve their
goal than strategies that target vital rates with low elas-
ticity®

Management programs for free-roaming cat popu-
lations typically focus on either survival (euthanasia
programs) or fecundity (TNR programs). DBecause
these 2 approaches target different vital rates, they may
have fundamentally different outcomes with respect 1o
their influence on cat population growth rare. Under
scenarios lacking control, feral cat populations were
predicted to grow rapidly because all values ol A arc
substantially > 1. The model results {urther suggested
that a reduction in survival might have a morc pro-
found effect on cat population growth rate than a
reduction in fecundity. A 50% reduction in annual sur-
vival rate was predicted to result in a cat population
that declined by approximately 10% per annum,
whereas a large reduction in annual fecundity (75%) in
both the juvenile and adull stages was predicted to
result in an increasing population. The interpretation
that survival had a greater predicted influence on pop-
ulation growth rate also was supported by u:ml. sol the

elasticity analyses; cat populauon growth v
more sensitive to survival regardless of the cortron see-
nario.

Juvenile survival has been identified as a key pop-
ulation management target in matrix-modeling studies
of other species.™ Given the uncertainty of rthe viral
rate estimates, the sensitivity of urban cat populations
to changes in adult and juvenile survival annot be
Lonﬁdemly distinguished. Nevertheless,
survival are always predicted to have a greater ntlu-
ence on population growth than changes in {ecundity.

Matrix population models have also been applied
to owned populations of pet dogs and cats. ™™ An age-
structured matrix of pet cats vielded a A ol 1 21 tor s
through the first 5 vears of life.’ 5
than any growth rate calculated for the anone
population structures used here:
authors were modeling pet populations in wh
responsible owners had a substantal number of cats
neutered or prevented breeding by fertile cats. A spay

chutiges 10

N |
Fhis vadune o

however, i

1874 Scientific Reports: Original Study

JAVMA Vol 225 No. 12, Decempar 19, 2004



C-153

rate of 88% would be needed to stabilize population
arowth if all fertile cats were free to breed.” In a sepa-
rate study,™ a growth rate of 1.02 was calculated for a
citywide pet cat population with a spay rate of 85.7%.
This result is similar to the most intensive fecundity
reduction used in this study, in which a 75% reduction
in fecundity yielded a geometric mean A of 1.08. These
results suggest that management actions that reduce
fecundity in excess of 75% of the fertile population
would need to be maintained, on an ongoing basis, to
cause a population decrease in a TNR program. Thus,
TNR programs are not likely to convert increasing cat
populations into declining populations or even stable
populations until the neutering rate is quite high.

Nevertheless, population decreases under TNR
programs have been recorded. In 1 study,” a 26% pop-
ulation reduction over an 18-month period with an
approximately 70% neuter rate was reported. This
reduction also included a population reduction of 25%
through a concurrent adoption program. Another
study" revealed profound population reduction in a
managed cat population with essentially a 100% neuter
rate and adoptions occurring at a high rate (approx
47% of the population). Adoption programs are similar
in eflect to euwthanasia because these cats are perma-
nently removed from the free-roaming population.

Feral or free-roaming cat populations are subject
to additional population processes that were not con-
sidered here. The survival rates used may account for
extrinsic factors that would be expected to cause death
{ce, intraspecific aggression or disease), but the esti-
mates of fecundity used did not incorporate a measure
of density dependence, which might be expected to
lower reproductive rates at high population densities.
Density dependence was omitted for 2 reasons. First,
there are no reliable estimates of the reduction in
fecundity that would be expected at high population
densities; second, small populations would not be
influenced by density dependence to any great degree.
Emigration also is apt to be a substantial population
factor that was not considered. Emigration between cat
colonies has been reported,'*'"” and a substantial num-
ber of owned cats are reported to be adopted strays.>>*!
Evaluating the efficacy of euthanasia versus TNR pro-
grams would benefit from additional field studies that
estimate other population processes and {rom well-
designed monitoring programs run in parallel with
control programs.

‘MATLAB, The MathWorks Inc, Natrick, Mass,
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Selected abstract for JAVMA readers from the
American Journal of Veterinary Research

Effects of dietary fat and energy on hody weight and composttion
after gonadectomy in cats

Patrick G. Nguyen et al

VETERARY RESEAs -

Objective—To evaluate the effect of dietary fat and energy density on body weight gain, body com- -+ +December 2004
position, and total energy expenditure (TEE} in neutered and sexually intact cats.

Animals—12 male and 12 female cats

Procedure—Male cats were castrated {castrated male [CM]) or underwent no surgical procedure {sex- See the midmonth
ually intact male [IM]). Female cats underwent ovariectomy {spayed female [SF]) or laparotomy and ig- issues Of JAVMA

ation of both utering tubes without ovary removal (sexually intact female [IF]). Cats were fed either the
low-fat {LF) or high-fat {HF) diet for 26 weeks, with the finat altocation consisting of 8 groups: IF-LF, IF-
HE SF-LF, SF-HF, IM-LF, IM-HF, CM-LF, and CN-HF. Mean food intake for each group was recorded daily, for the expanded table
and body weight was monitored weekly throughout the study. Body composition and TEE were mea- f
sured before surgery in week 0 and at the end of the study (week 26) by isotope dilution {double-labelled ot contents

waler), for the AJVR

Results—Neutered cats gained significantly more body fat and body weight (53.80 + 5.79%) than sex-
ually intact cats {27.11 + 5.79%) during the study. Body weight gain of neutered cats fed the HF diet
was greater than those fed the LF diet. Following correction for body composition, TEE was similar in
all groups and no pattern towards increased food intake was evident,

Conclusions and Clinical Relevance—Weight gain in neutered cats was decreased by feeding

or log onto

Www.qvma.org

an LF, low energy-dense diet. To prevent weight gain in cats after neutering, a suitable LF fm_ aceess
diet should be fed in carefully controlied meals rather than ad libitum. (Am J Vet Res 2004,65:
1708-1713)

to all the ahstrads.

1876 Scientific Reports: Original Study JAVMA, Vol 225, No. 12, December 15, 2004
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TEQECC Meeting of
February 1, 2007

SUPPLEMENTAL #1 TO ITEM 8A

Chairperson McCabe and Members

Of the Environmental Quality Commission
City Hall
Torrance, California

Members of the Commission:
SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL #1 TO ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND
ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION ITEM 8A

Discussion of Feral Cat Issues.

The following correspondence was submitted after the item was completed.

Respectfully submitted,

ﬂuv/v* LQ S e

Linda Cessna
Deputy Community Development Director

Attachments:
A. Correspondence
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A Rescuer's Input on The Feeding of Feral Cats Page 1 of 2

Cessna, Linda

From: Barnett, Gene

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2007 8:47 AM

To: Cessna, Linda

Subject: FW: A Rescuer's Input on The Feeding of Feral Cats

This came in yesterday. Gene

From: Susan Trear [mailto:STrear@jdtplaw.com]

Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2007 6:09 PM

To: PMNowatka@TORRNET.COM

Cc: Stacy Polk; Linda Wilson Wyman; JACQUELINE deHAVILAND; Elaine J Regan; Karen Wood;
fcotto@torret.com; TBrewer@torrnet.com; GDrevnho@torrnet.com; pmcintyre@torrnet.com;
BSutherland@torrnet.com; hwitkowsky@torrnet.com; Meegen.Murray@sen.ca.gov; gbarnett@torrnet.com;
governor@governor.ca.gov; mayordaniel@gmail.com

Subject: A Rescuer's Input on The Feeding of Feral Cats

Dear Mr. Nowatka: | understand that this will be taken up on Thursday as a "will we or won't we" type of decision;
please correct me if | am wrong. | will be away tomorrow and out of the City on Thursday, so this is my only
opportunity to offer the knowledge | have gained over the years. | myself am a feral cat feeder/trapper in Orange
County, and would like to offer input on this very cruel and terrible idea which, of course, punishes the cats
instead of the people who allow them to breed endlessly and die terribly. In addition, any decision against the
feeding of the cats is self-defeating, "spitting in the wind," so to speak. There are feral cats everywhere in the
world. So Wilson Park in Torrance, with all due respect, is just a drop in the bucket. Do the authorities really
think that these poor animals will starve themselves into oblivion just because a law is passed prohibiting
feeding? It won't prohibit their frantic scrounging in trash, other neighborhoods, fast food restaurants and other
venues. They will disperse, find some kind of food, some but not all will starve (a horrible and cruel death), they
will become diseased, will not get the rabies shots we provide nor the flea treatments nor the spay/neuter that
keeps their numbers from becoming exponentially unmanageable. It is always, always, always a mistake to think
that one can legislate feral cats’ existence, or that outright killing them will solve the problem. It will never happen
They are here and will always be here as long as humans get a cute littie kitten, do not spay or neuter it, and turn
it out in 5-6 months to fend for itself, often just moving away and leaving it. Then the exponential breeding
begins. Torrance's problem, like thousands of other cities around the world, lies with humans, not with cats. ltis
only the rescuers, trappers and feeders who keep the cats free of disease, relatively healthy and non-
proliferating. In addition, normal attrition will reduce the numbers of ferals cats in our care anyway. Where there
is a void such as the removal of a feral colony en masse, other ferals will fill the void quickly but they will not be
free of disease, spayed or neutered. Then you will just have to sit back and watch the numbers grow with every
kitten season. You will be unable to call on the trappers and feeders; their services will be unlawful should this
pass against the feeding. This idea was born of ignorance and fostered by someone who cannot possibly
appreciate the suffering these animals endure in their short lifetimes. | am trying so hard to address this politely,
but the sheer ignorance and cruelty of this idea is astounding. Torrance is shooting itself in the foot on this one,
Mr. Nowatka and, with all due respect, it will actually make Torrance's "problem” with the feral cats worse than
you can imagine. If it weren't so terribly sad and cruel, this venture would be laughable. Of course, there will
always be the feeders and trappers who will risk everything to save these poor creatures or give them a mouthful
of food on a hideously cold night when they are starving, in spite of these types of pointless legal acrobatics. | am
one of them. Then you would cite or even lock up the only people who could help you; and the people who cause
the problem will continue to get off scot free of responsibility for this huge problem. Thank you for your time and |
would appreciate it if you would share this with those whose time will be cleanly misspent on this entire matter
when the only program that works was already in place: TRAP, NEUTER, RETURN. There is no other humane
or entirely effective way to deal with this problem unless you being to exact fines on the careless and ignorant
owners who create these vast numbers of homeless animals. Animal Control knows this and should be working
with us, not against. These aren't cockroaches, Mr. Nowatka, but sentient beings who feel hunger, pain, cold and
fear just as we do, only they feel it 24/7. Let's not make it worse with an uninformed decision on this matter. Talk

1/31/2007
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A Rescuer's Input on The Feeding of Feral Cats Page 2 of 2

with the rescuers and trappers who attend. They can help a lot and the City of Torrance would do well to work
with them.

Susan A. Trear
Assistant to

A Law Firm
Irvine, CA 92614
Dir: 949.851.7466
Fax: 949.752.0597

email: strear@jdtplaw.com
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This message is intended only for the designated recipient(s). It may contain confidential or proprietary
information and may be subject to the attorney-client privilege or other confidentiality protections. If you are not
a designated recipient, you may not review, copy or distribute this message. If you receive this in error, please
notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete this message.

U.S. Treasury Circular 230 Notice

Any U.S. federal tax advice included in this communication (including any attachments) was not intended or
written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding U.S. federal tax-related penalties or (ii)
promoting, marketing, or recommending to ancther party any tax related matter addressed herein.
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Cessna, Linda

From: David Young [davidryoung@ilinkline.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 27, 2007 2:11 AM
To: LCESSNA@torrnet.com

Subject: Project Succeeds with Humane Feral Cat Management Program
Linda,
Please see this link.

http://www.fostercity.org/news/press_releases/Project-Bay-Cat-Succeeds-with-Humane-Feral-
Cat-Management-Program.cfm

David Young
310-370-4871

1/31/2007
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City of Foster City - Project Bay Cat Succeeds with Humane
Feral Cat Management Program

NEWS

'Andra Lorenz, Management Analyst
650-286-3215

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Project Bay Cat Succeeds with Humane Feral Cat Management Program
Foster City, CA; March 27, 2006

The City of Foster City, Homeless Cat Network and Sequoia Audubon Society today
announced the successful completion of Phase II of Project Bay Cat, a unique coordinated
effort to humanely solve feral cat challenges along Foster City’s Bay Trail. Project Bay Cat
was officially launched last year to curb the homeless cat population growth through
aggressive spay/neuter and adoption programs, as well as to protect bird habitat and
improve debris management along the path.

To reach the program’s goals, the collaborators of Project Bay Cat have worked together to
achieve success on several fronts, including stabilizing the feral cat population, reducing the
cats’ environmental impact, and educating the community while enlisting its help.

Stabilizing the feral cat population

With over 170 cats living along the popular trail in 2004, one of the program’s primary goals
is to stop the homeless cat population from growing. To this end, volunteers have diligently
trapped the cats to have them spayed/neutered, tested for disease, and vaccinated.
Spearheaded by Homeless Cat Network volunteers and thanks to the veterinarians from San
Mateo Animal Hospital and Crystal Springs Pet Hospital, 92% of the cats that live along the
levee pedway have now been altered. This has successfully stabilized the population’s
growth. Homeless Cat Network also created an aggressive fostering and adoption program
and found homes for over 60 kittens and friendly adult cats.

Due to its dedicated spay/neuter and adoption efforts, Project Bay Cat has already reduced
the number of cats living along the levee pedway by 30%, thereby exceeding the program’s
initial goals.

“The homeless cat population started as a result of illegal abandonment by irresponsible
people,” says Cimeron Morrissey, Project Bay Cat manager for Homeless Cat Network.
“We're correcting the problem in a wonderfully positive and humane way while also
protecting the environment and improving the pedway for trail users. It's a win-win-win
program.”

Reducing the environmental impact

To protect birds and their habitat and reduce debris along the levee pedway, 10 cat feeding
stations were built by Homeless Cat Network and installed along the trail. Appropriate
locations for the stations were jointly identified by the three groups, with special
consideration given by Seguoia Audubon Society to insure that the stations were placed
away from bird habitats. The program’s effectiveness is a result of keeping the cats well-fed
and concentrated away from avian nesting sites.

http://www fostercity.org/mews/press_releases/Project-Bay-Cat-Succeeds-with-Humane-Fe... 1/31/2007
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"There are fewer cats on the Foster City Bay Trail now, and those that remain appear
healthier," says Robin Winslow Smith, Conservation Committee Chairperson of the Sequoia
Audubon Society. "Thanks to the feeding stations and the spay/neuter effort, the cats
seemed to have settled into the program and don't need to hunt for dinner since they have
it in their feeding stations." As further evidence of the program’s effectiveness, Sequoia
Audubon Society recently found that the endangered California Clapper Rail, which lives in a
marsh on the border between Foster City and San Mateo, is thriving and is not impacted by
the cats. In fact, the Rails are quite easily seen and heard there at high tide.

Educating the community and increasing involvement

To educate the public about the unique program and encourage community involvement,
the City of Foster City erected four Project Bay Cat signs along the levee pedway. Because
the homeless cat problem is a result of animal abandonment, which is an illegal and
inhumane act, the signs discourage abandonment and inform the public to call police if they
see suspicious or malicious activity. The signs also ask the public not to feed the cats unless
they are registered through Homeless Cat Network as official feeders.

"The results speak for themselves about the success of this wonderfully collaborative
project,” says Kevin Miller, Foster City’s Parks and Recreation Director. "Most impressively,
we've achieved success without expense to taxpayers since the program has been
implemented by volunteers, and by veterinarians who have donated their services to this
humane endeavor. Project Bay Cat is a wonderful improvement effort for the community
and by the community,” says Miller.

Initiating Phase III

The successful completion of Phase II marks the transition from active program
development to ongoing maintenance. In Phase III, volunteers will continue to provide food
and water to the homeless cats while also working to trap the remaining unaltered felines
for spay/neuter surgery. Homeless Cat Network is seeking additional volunteers to help feed
the cats, foster and socialize kittens, and to humanely trap cats for spay/neuter.

Project Bay Cat Tool Kit

Project Bay Cat has become a model program for others around the world hoping to
humanely solve feral and homeless cat challenges in their own communities. The
collaborators have created a step-by-step Tool Kit, which is available for free by emailing
info@homelesscatnetwork.com.

About Project Bay Cat Partners

City of Foster City

Located on the peninsula, Foster City has a population of approximately 29,500. The City is
redefining what it means to be a planned community, working beyond architectural and city
planning issues to find ways to resolve issues collaboratively. This unique municipality
embodies the positive ideals originally set forth in its development.

Homeless Cat Network

Homeless Cat Network (HCN) is an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) nonprofit, feline rescue
organization working to humanely reduce the homeless cat population on the San Francisco
Peninsula through spay/neuter, adoption, public education and responsible colony
management. The organization provides advice, assistance and mentoring to individuals,
public agencies and businesses. HCN offers a variety of rewarding volunteer opportunities
including kitten fostering, cat socializing, feral cat management and homeless cat rescuing.

Sequoia Audubon Society

http://www fostercity.org/mews/press_releases/Project-Bay-Cat-Succeeds-with-Humane-Fe... 1/31/2007
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The mission of Sequoia Audubon Society is to participate in environmental education and
conservation, and in the restoration, preservation, protection and enjoyment of our native
natural resources with emphasis on birds and their habitats.

City of Foster City, 610 Foster City Boulevard, Foster City, CA 94404 (650) 286-3200

http://www.fostercity.org/mews/press_releases/Project-Bay-Cat-Succeeds-with-Humane-Fe... 1/31/2007



Best Friends Catnippers

January 29, 2007

Environmental Quality Energy Conservation Commission
City of Torrance

3031 Torrance Blvd.

West Wing Commission Room

Torrance, CA 90503

Dear Commissioners:

I'am respectfully submitting this letter in connection with your evaluation of a proposed
ordinance in the City of Torrance to prohibit the feeding of wild, homeless, stray and feral cats.

In 1999, my wife and I founded Best Friends Catnipppers, an outreach program of the nationally-
acclaimed Best Friends Animal Society, for the purpose of conducting high-volume spay-neuter
clinics as a way to stem the tide of ever-increasing numbers of homeless cats. We did so after
considerable investigation about the problem of feline homelessness, and concluded that the
community-based method of Trap-Neuter-Return made the most sense.

Since then, we have conducted over 70 clinics to spay and neuter feral cats, averaging in recent
years well over 100 per clinic. Otherwise, we have raised funds to pay private vets to spay and
neuter feral cats, and helped hundreds of caregivers implement TNR. All in, these activities have
resulted in the sterilization of some 11,000 feral cats, preventing literally millions more from
coming into the population.

Our program has done considerable work on behalf of commercial properties, college campus
sites, movie studios, industrial complexes and other business locations. In addition, we specialize
in helping average citizens who come upon a feral colony do their part to get the cats fixed. This
“yard by yard, block by block™ approach has resulted in the population stabilization of countless
numbers of local neighborhoods.

Our direct field experience over the past 8 years demonstrates that once cats are sterilized and
returned, there are virtually no adverse consequences. We have trained and helped literally
hundreds of individual caregivers and know what they are dealing with in their neighborhoods.
Overwhelmingly the result is nothing but population control, and calm, community acceptance of
sterilized cats living in relatively secluded locales. Certainly the implementation of TNR has not
brought about consequences that are worse than the alternatives. In this regard, an ordinance
prohibiting the feeding ferals will most likely result in:

P.O. Box 26, Woodland Hills, California 91365-0026
(818) 377-9700
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Torrance City Environmental Quality Energy Conservation Commission
January 29. 2007
Page 2

* Abandonment of TNR eftorts by local citizens. thus resulting in the proliferation, not a
reduction in the number, of feral cats. through normal reproductive activity. Hence. more
cats, living lower-quality lives. intruding upon society in many ways. simply to survive.

*  Increased pressure on wild bird populations, whose supporters are very vocal.
*  More, not less, complaints to local animal shelters about roaming, fighting cats.

*  The establishment of “underground™ activities in furtherance ot TNR, with citizens facing
prosecution simply for doing what in their hearts they know is right.

As a lawyer and business executive, I have great respect for the challenges facing city
governments, and appreciate that it is not always easy to see the right course. In this case, |
submit that the proposed ordinance would be a huge mistake for the City of Torrance, and is not
warranted on environmental grounds for the reasons indicated. Furthermore, properly
implemented TNR is a far more humane approach to solving the problem.

Sincerely,

"MARK S. DODGE, Esg.
Program Co-Director
Direct Telephone Number (Cell): (818) 298-2066
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This FAX may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, be advised that any
disclosure or copying of this information is prohibited. If you believe you have received this FAX in error,
please call (310) 618-5641 immediately for instructions or to arrange for the return of this material.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Date: 2/1/07 Number of pages (including cover sheet): 7
TO: LINDA CESSNA FROM: PATRICK WREN
Phone: ( ) Phone: (310) 618-3850
Fax: () Fax: (310) 618-
Copy:
REMARKS: [ Urgent X Foryour review [ ] Reply ASAP [ ] Please comment

This is information that we have received here in Animal Control in reference to the possible ban on
feeding of animals.

TPD 160 (Rev. 11/39)
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ADELE MIRSHAK
P. 0. BOX 1354
RICHMOND. TX 77406-1354
281-342-0829

17 December 2006

Mr. Patrick Wren
Torrance Animal Control
2200 Jefterson Street
Torrance, CA 90503

Dear Mr. Wren:

['am so saddened to hear that the City of Torrance is considering a ban on the feeding of
any feral/stray cat in the City of Torrance. [ do not understand why, or what the city
hopes to accomplish. Have the consequences of such an action been well thought out?
If this ban is passed, what do you expect these animals to do?

Please remember that these stray/feral cats did not voluntarily choose to be homeless and
hungry, just as I am sure most of you would not make such a choice. The fact that they
find themselves in such a predicament is not their fault. Rather, it is the fault of
irresponsible owners who will not spay/neuter, who will not care properly for these
animals, and who irresponsibly dump them elsewhere when they become pregnant or
need care the owner is not willing to give. Then what are these animals to do? How will
they live?

['understand that there is an excellent TNR (trap, neuter, return) program in effect in
Torrance, which has been privately funded and maintained. T can tell you from personal
experience that this is a program that produces excellent results. When I first moved to
my neighborhood many vears ago. there were more than two dozen stray/feral cats in the
neighborhood. many of them courtesy of people who dumped them here with the idea
that "someone will take them in and give them a home." Several neighbors and I got
together and started our own TNR program. We trapped the cats, had them spayed or
neutered (with our own money) and gave them the required shots. Those that were not
completely feral were taken in by one of us and tamed, after which we found homes for
them. Those that were too feral to be tamed were released back into the neighborhood
where they were fed and cared for. Because of the spaying and neutering. each vear
there were fewer kittens born. and in 2006 only one kitten was born, courtesy of a new
cat that was dropped. We are proud of our record. and the fact that we did not have to
kill any animals to achieve this stabilization.
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Lnfortunately. one of three inhumane scenarios will result if this proposed ordinance is
passed:

1. The cats will starve to death.

2. The hungry. bewildered. frightened cats will start migrating from their known and
controlled environment to other neighboring areas. roaming the streets looking for food.
with the result that many will be hit by cars or encounter other perils in their quest for
survival. [ understand that many of the cats have already been trapped for TNR and will
probably not re-enter a trap. They will then start to search for a source of food.

3. City employees or pest exterminators will trap them for the purpose of euthanasia.
which will be extremely costly to the taxpaver.

Also. if the city decides to start trapping and euthanizing these stray/feral cats, many
owned pets will also be caught, resulting in their deaths if their owners do not find them
at the county shelter in time.

The City of Torrance can accomplish their goal of ". . .getting under control the
abundance of feral cats that populate that park and the surrounding area. . ." . and with
less cost to the taxpayer than trapping for the purpose of euthanasia. Please talk to
the people in Torrance who have initiated and maintained their own successful TNR
program. Also, there is an organization that would be more than happy to advise the
City of Torrance on a TNR program. Please contact Alley Cat Allies, 7920 Norfolk
Avenue, Suite 600, Bethesda, ’\/117/17/7006 20814-2525; Phone: 240-482-1980; Fax:
240-482-1990; Email: CRET

I'beg you; please consider these other options rather than instituting a feeding ban or
trapping for the purpose of euthanasia. These bewildered. defenseless animals are
depending on the humans in their world for compassion and care. They deserve nothing
less. They certainly do not deserve to die just because some people have decided that is
the way to take care of the problem. We have already become enough of a "throw-away"
society. If you passed a child begging for food in the street, would you turn away? |
think not. Please do not turn away from these animals and condemn them to the horrors
of death by starvation and condemn the people who have been caring for them to the
horrors of watching them starve to death because a law says they cannot be fed.

Thank vou for vour time.

Sincerely.

Adele H. Mirshak
P.C. Box 1334
Richmond. TX 77406-1354
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2200 Jefferson Strest
Torrance, CA 805023

Ms. Meegen Murray
Legisiative Assi stant t
Senator Alan Lowen i“l' ai Hstrict

.,:'

.

I am so saddened to hear that the City of Torrance is considering a ban or
the feeding of any feral/stray cat in the City of Torrance. | do not
understand why, or what the city hopes to accomplish. Have the
consequences of such an action been well {Hougin out? If this bani
passed, what do you expect these anmimals to do?

T4

Please remember that these stray/feral cats did not voluntarily ¢

be homeless and hungry, just as | am sure most of you would no

such a choice. The fact that th ay de thﬂﬂbe!vg in such a preds

not their fault. Rather, it is the fault o’r irrespon sible owners whn w'si? i
spa ay/neuter, who will not care properly for these animals, and who
irresponsibly dump them c;sewhan when they become pregnant
care the Gwr‘wr 1s not witling to give. Then what are these animals to
do? How will they live?
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e
-
4]

cats will starve to des

2 The hungry, bewildered, frightened cats wili start migrating ﬁ‘am thais
known and controlled environment to other neighboring areas, roaming
the streets looking for food, with the result that many wili be hit bw cars
or encounter other pertis in their quest for survival, | understand that
many

of the cats have already been trapped for TNR and will probably not re-
enter

a trap. They will then start to search for a source of food.

3. Qity empioye% or pest exterminators will trap them for the purpose of
eythanasia, which will be extremely costly to the taxpaver.

Alsg, 1. the city decides to start trapping and euthamzing these
si:raz /feral cats, many owned pets will also be caught, resulting in their
deaths if their 'o whners do not find them at the county shelter in

et
e
i

cont rﬂ% the abx ndance of Terqi (:a
surrounding area. .. ¥, and wit
f‘f;s;“‘ ti'e purpose o of e W”mrw\zn *

! 13 Hated and
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worid To; COMPassion ana care. jhey deserve n thing less. ihey ¢

do not deserve to die just because some people E ave decided that s
way to take care of the prob?en‘ We have already become enocugh ¢
“throw-away’ s ”“t} if you passed a child b gg 3g for food in the str:
would you turn away? | think not. Please do not turn away f;om these

animals and condemn them to the horrors of death b 3, starvation and
condemn the people who have been caring for them to the horrors
watching them starve to death because a law says th \ cannot be @

Thank yvou for your time.
Sincerely

rdele H. Mirshak
P. 0. Box 1354
Richmond, TX 77406
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