Council Meeting of
April 10, 2007

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

SUBJECT: Community Services — Approve concept of merging the Health Fairs
currently sponsored by the Community Services Department and the
Salvation Army, Torrance Corps. Expenditure: N/A

RECOMMENDATION

The Community Services Director recommends that the City Council approve the
concept of merging the Harvest Health Fair, currently sponsored by the
Community Services Department and the Health and Resource Fair, currently
sponsored by the Salvation Army, Torrance Corps, the first combined fair to be
held on Saturday, September 15, 2007 at the Salvation Army, Torrance Corps
facility.

Funding
Not applicable.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

For many years, the Community Services Commission sponsored events
targeted towards individuals with disabilities and their families. Beginning in
1990, the Commission’s DisAbled Advisory Committee sponsored an annual
“Focus on Disability Open House” which in the mid 1990’s evolved into an annual
“Focus on Disability Day”, held at the Toyota Meeting Hall of the Torrance
Cultural Arts Center. In 1998, the event became the “Harvest Health Fair” and
was relocated to Wilson Park in hopes of attracting more of an audience. The
event was expanded to include not only the traditional participation of disability
centered agencies and non-profit organizations, but also health screenings,
general health information, and entertainment.



Subsequent to the merging of the Community Services Commission with the
Parks and Recreation Commission in January 2007, staff began exploring the
option of combining resources with the Salvation Army, Torrance Corps, who for
the past 14 years, has hosted a Health and Resource Fair targeted towards older
adults and their families and caregivers.

Community Services Department staff and Salvation Army, Torrance Corps staff
met in March 2007 to discuss the possibility of merging the two events. Although
the Harvest Health Fair has focused on the disabled population and the Salvation
Army’s event has been directed towards senior citizens, there has been a
significant overlapping of vendors at the two events. As a result, it was agreed
that a joint effort would be in the best interest of the community, creating a “one-
stop shop” that will address the needs of senior citizens and the disabled, and
maximize the resources of both sponsoring agencies.

Respectfully submitted,
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Phil Duthie
Program Coordinator
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