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RESOLUTION NO. 2007-28

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE HONORING

FIRE CAPTAIN DAVID M. NESTHUS
UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE CITY
AFTER TWENTY-NINE YEARS OF SERVICE

David Nesthus began his career with the City of Torrance as a Firefighter
on February 6, 1978. Dave completed his paramedic training in September
1979, and immediately became an EMT Instructor. He significantly
contributed in the advancement of the Torrance Fire Department
Paramedic program. Firefighter/Paramedic Nesthus was promoted to Fire
Engineer on July 1, 1992, and to Fire Captain on June 27, 1993. He was
assigned as a Hazmat Captain on January 23, 1994; and

having spent many years in the area of Hazardous Materials Response,
Dave’s direction and leadership allowed his company to become proficient
in providing department monthly Hazmat training as well as Recruit
Firefighter Hazmat training; and

Captain Nesthus’ extra duties included: Weapons of Mass Destruction
Instructor, Hazardous Material First Responder Instructor, Multi-media
Officer, Peer Support Team Member, and Pipeline Officer. He was trusted a
special assignment to research, develop and create the Pre-Fire Plan DVD
for the Union Bank complex and the Goldenwest Towers Apartment
complex. Dave used his expertise to create training aids by writing the
script, directing, and filming fire personnel. Dave edited the material,
produced and distributed the DVDs which are now being used for training
purposes; and

in the same context, Dave designed and developed the Firefighter
Recruitment flyer as handouts in fire schools/colleges, job fairs, and
conferences to attract potential firefighter candidates. Dave supervised
filmings of countless recruit firefighter classes which were used to
document the progress of the classes and were presented at the recruit
graduation ceremonies. Using his computer expertise, Dave was also
instrumental in the conversion of the TFD Policies & Procedures manual to
the new Standard Operating Guides (SOG). Currently, this manual is
immensely used in the Department; and

Dave had strong work ethics and was an effective communicator. His
organizational and leadership skills promoted harmony and positive
relationships within his crew. His style brought out the best in them.
Dave received numerous commendations from the Fire Chief and the
citizens of Torrance for his compassion and dedication to the public; and
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WHEREAS, Dave retired from the City’s employment on February 4, 2007. He provided
29 years of dedicated service to the City of Torrance and unselfishly used
his expertise for maximum team performance to the benefit of the Fire
Department and the citizens of Torrance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Torrance,
California, does hereby commend, honor, and congratulate retired Fire Captain

DAVID M. NESTHUS

for his dedication, professionalism, and contributions to the City of Torrance while in
our employ; and, be it further resolved, that Captain Nesthus be wished a full and
rewarding life in his retirement years.

INTRODUCED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 10t day of April 2007.

Mayor Frank Scotto

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST:
JOHN FELLOWS III, City Attorney

by

Ronald T. Pohl, Assistant City Attorney Sue Herbers, City Clerk



