Council Meeting of
December 19, 2006

SUPPPLEMENTAL

Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:
SUBJECT: Supplemental to Council Agenda Iltem 12D

Attached is the letter from Robinson Helicopter dated December 15, 2006 regarding
the proposed cell tower site at Zamperini Field.

Respectfully submitted,
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¥ ) Cﬁ’,_.,
Brian K. Sufishine”’
Assistant to the City Manager

CONCUR:

LeRby %on
City Manager

Attachment:
A. Fax'd letter from Robinson Helicopter dated 12/15/06
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2 Attachment A
ROBINSON
HELICOPTER COMPANY
2901 Airport Drive, Torrance, California 90505 Phone (310) 539-0508 Fax (310) 539-5198
December 15, 2006

M. Brian Sunshine
Assistant to the City Manager
City of Torrance

Re: Proposed Verizon Tower
Dear Mr. Sunshine;

We want to thank you, Mayor Frank Scotto and every member of the City Council for
providing Robinson Helicopter Company with the opportunity to respond to the proposed
Verizon Wireless lease of property on the Torrance Municipal Airport — Zamperini Field. The
lease, if approved would allow Verizon Wireless to construct 2 54 foot tower with three 9-foot
sections of four antennas attached toward the top of the tower. The proposed tower, to be
located on the southeasterly portion of the Torrance Municipal Airport, would be adjacent to the
existing restrooms and aircraft wash area.

Following our review, which included an inspection of the proposed tower installation
area, several flights over the proposed sitc, and discussions with Robinson flight test pilots, we
object to the installation based on the following:

1. The tower is an additional safety hazard. The tower would be located in the middle of
the flight path for helicopters following a standard Pacific Coast Highway arrival from the west
and landing on the parallel taxiway. Also helicopters taking off easterly from the parallel
taxiway on a west Pacific Coast Highway departure would be required to fly over the tower or
significantly alter their path to fly around the tower.

2. The tower would result in additional noise complaints. Pilots will likely avoid the
tower by increasing the amount of separation between the tower and their aircraft. Unfortunately
this may cause aircraft flying the Pacific Coast Highway armrival route to fly on the south side of
the highway over residential homes. We believe this will be particularly true regarding aircraft
flown by low time pilots or visiting aircraft unfamiliar with the Torrance Airport.

Alternatively if the tower was located mid-field, closer to the FAA control tower or
General Aviation center, where it was not in the direct arrival or departure path of the
helicopters, we believe it would be less objectionable.

If you have any questions or want to discuss this further please give me a call. Again, we
greatly appreciate your request for our comments concerning the proposed tower.

Regards,
ROBINSON HELICOPTER COMPANY, INC.

VP, Product Support
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