RESOLUTION NO. 2006-92

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE HONORING

FIRE DIVISION CHIEF DONALD D. THOMPSON

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE CITY
AFTER TWENTY-NINE YEARS OF SERVICE

Donald Thompson began his career with the City of Torrance as a Firefighter
on May 9, 1977, and became a Firefighter/Paramedic in March 1979. During
his tenure with the Torrance Fire Department, Don’s expertise grew and he
promoted through the ranks: to Fire Engineer in April 1983, Fire Captain in
December 1986, Battalion Chief in September 1991, and to his current
position as Division Chief since April 14, 1996; and

as a young Firefighter, Don showed enthusiasm and passion in his duties, and
was a role model and a great motivator for newer Firefighters. Don was
committed to acquiring knowledge and skills that ultimately became a strong
foundation for change; and

as a Fire Engineer, Don was exemplary in the operations of all apparatus and
equipment, where safety and courtesy were his strong points. His quest for
knowledge and commitment to excellence continued to blossom; and

as a Fire Captain, Don was commended for his contribution to the creation of
the Hazardous Materials Standard Operating Procedures. Don received
numerous commendations from the Fire Chief and from external organizations
for his high level of leadership, knowledge, and skills including the Dominguez
Brand Award and the Sustained Superiority Award for the lasting impact he
has had on the operational effectiveness of the Department; and

as Battalion Chief, Don served both as Platoon Commander and later as the
Administrative Chief with broad responsibility for the Department's budget
administration, recruitment and training, and the inauguration of a
department-wide automation project; and

in 1996, Don was promoted to the position of Division Chief, second-in-
command of the Department, where he served as Commander of all fire
emergency operations. He retained his responsibility for completion of the
Department's state of the art automation project which has become a model
for other fire departments; and

Don was a founding member of the EPREP Team, guiding the City and his
teammates to an enviable knowledge of and preparation for broad-based
disaster response; and
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

during his career, Don grew into an exemplary manager with a clear vision of
the Department’s future. Under his guiding expertise, the Department has
excelled. With his integrity, strength of character, commitment to excellence,
and care for humanity, Don earned the deep respect and trust of those he led,
of the broader City of Torrance family, and of his colleagues in the fire service
community. Don is that rarest of commodity: a good person and a good
friend; and

Division Chief Don Thompson provided 29 years of dedicated service to the
City of Torrance and has unselfishly used his excellence for maximum team
performance to the benefit of the Fire Department and the citizens of Torrance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Torrance,
California does hereby commend, honor, and congratulate retiring Fire Division Chief

DONALD D. THOMPSON

for his dedication, professionalism, and contributions to the City of Torrance while in our
employ; and, be it further resolved, that Don be wished a full and rewarding life in his
retirement years.

INTRODUCED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of December 2006.

Mayor Frank Scotto

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST:
JOHN FELLOWS III, City Attorney

by

Ronald T. Pohl, Assistant City Attorney Sue Herbers, City Clerk





