Honorable Mayor and Members
of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Council:

Council Meeting of
November 14, 2006

SUBJECT: Community Services - Accept and file the Parks & Recreation
Commission Annual Report for 2005/2006.

RECOMMENDATION

The Community Services Director recommends that the City Council accept and file the
Parks & Recreation Commission Annual Report for July 2005 through June 2006.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

The Annual Report for July 2005 through June 2006 as prepared by the Parks and
Recreation Commission is attached for your information and review. The Commission
approved this report at its meeting on October 11, 2006, and moved to request that it be

accepted by the City Council.
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Géne Barnett
Community Services Director
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LeRoy jM@jkson
City Manager
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Respectfully submitted,

GENE BARNETT
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

(By Yohn Jones
‘Recreation Services Manager

Attachment A: 2005-2006 Annual Report
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Attachment A

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

ANNUAL REPORT
JULY 2005 THROUGH JUNE 2006

Chairperson: John McGee

William Cook Jonna Smoot
Richard Perkins (appt. 5/05) Hazel Taniguchi (appt. 1/05)
Stephen Robbins Morgan Tookey

Following its usual practice, the Parks and Recreation Commission divided its work into
three broad categories: Public Hearings and Workshops, Standing Committees, and
Research and Review.

1. Public Hearings and Workshops:

No formal hearings or workshops were held during this period.

2. Standing Committees:

The Standing Committees of the Commission include the Open Space, Programs, and
Facilities Committees. Over the past year, these committees considered such matters as
renovations at Pueblo Park, La Romeria Park, and Lago Seco Park.

3. Research and Review

Commissioner Hazel Taniguchi was appointed in January 2005 and Commissioner
Richard Perkins was appointed in May, but sadly, he passed away on March 16, 2006.
He was a City employee for many years, and his fellow commissioners felt his loss.
Consequently, the Facilites Committee had to temporarily appoint another member to
help in the planning of the 49" Annual Awards Banquet.

Commissioners reviewed the Community Services Department's Capital Projects and
related funding, and provided input to the 2006-2007 Operating Budget. They attended
City Council Budget Workshops and Hearings expressing their support of the programs
and facilities offered by the Community Services Department.

The Commission accepted and approved the Metropolitan Water District City Makeover
Grant of $20,000 awarded to the City to create a “Showcase of Native Plant Gardens” just
north of the Madrona Marsh Nature Center.



The Commission accepted the $12,500 pledge from Southern California Live Steamers
Inc. to help fund the cost of the installation of an official street clock within their compound
at Wilson Park, and requested City Council to appropriate $17,500 from the Parks and
Recreation Open Space Fund to cover the balance of the funding needed to complete the
project.

The Commission also participated in the planning, development, and dedication of a
universally-accessible tree house at Wilson Park.

The Commission reviewed with the Community Development Department the current
General Plan prepared in 1992, which provided an overview process that includes a Parks
and Recreation Element and an Open Space Element. The Commissioners were
encouraged by the CDD to brainstorm what they would like to see in these two elements
and what the City should be trying to accomplish over the next twenty years

The Commission approved, accepted, and signed a Letter of Support to prohibit smoking
on any public beach within the City of Torrance, exclusive of parking lots and roadways,
which was presented to Betty Battenberg, National Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Dependence/South Bay. Subsequently, the City Council unanimously approved Torrance
Beach as a non-smoking Beach.

The Annual Report of the Torrance Farmers’ Market, the Madrona Marsh Preserve 2005
Annual Report, and the Park Rangers Annual Report were reviewed and accepted by the
Commission.

The Commission received and made recommendations to the City Council for acceptance
of donations from the Torrance Dog Obedience Club and Tree Dedications.

The Commissioners participated in the Annual Turkey Trot Race on Thanksgiving Day,
with Mayor Dan Walker and Commission Chairman John McGee serving as the official
starters for the 26" Anniversary 5K fun run.

Various commissioners attended events such as the Rose Float Association Volunteer
Recognition Dinner, the 50" Annual Aquacade, Pancake Breakfast fundraiser for the
ATTIC, Spring Boutique, Special Olympics Regional Meets and Awards Banquet, 13"
Annual Fall Boutique, Halloween Carnival, Sister Clty events Farmers’ Markets Volunteer
Recognition Dinner, Harvest Health Fair, and the 4" of July picnic. In addition, they
participated in the Youth Council Selection Committee, and the Beat the Odds Selection
of Scholarships Recipients and Awards Dinner, and many other programs throughout the
community.

The Commissioners supported the arts through attendance at the Excellence in Arts
Awards, Arts Alive, the Torrance Art Museum Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony, and
performances at the Cultural Arts Center.



The Commission also reviewed the progress of the Lago Seco Park improvements and
renovation that was estimated to be complete by the end of April 2006. They also noted
that the area west of the baseball diamonds would be the community gardens with new
guidelines being formulated, including an increase in fees and security deposits.

The Commission asked the City Council to proclaim “July is Parks and Recreation Month”
in the City of Torrance,

The Parks and Recreation Commission unanimously agreed to attend the July 10, 2006
Library Commission meeting to explore joint programming opportunities, and the
possibility of working together on some future events that relate to both commissions’
objectives. They also planned to hold the election of the Parks and Recreation
Commission’s new officers at the joint meeting.

The Commission planned the 49™ Annual Parks and Recreation Awards Banquet to be
held on July 19, 2006 with “Hawaiian Luau” as the theme, and where Chairperson John
McGee will pass on the “Tiki Torch” to Vice-Chairperson Bill Cook who will step in as the
2006-2007 Chairperson. Commissioner Morgan Tookey will be the Vice-Chairperson.
They selected Laurie and Lonnie Jordan, the Kelt Oil Company, and staff members Ken
Kelso and Geno Centofanti as the 2006 awardees.

Respectfully submitted,
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John\WMcGee, 2005-06 Chairperson

Parks and Recreation Commission
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