Council Meeting of
July 25, 2006

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL

Honorable Mayor and Members
Of the City Council

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the City Council:

SUBJECT: Supplemental Material to Council Agenda Item 11A
Appointment to Board of Trustees for Vector Control
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

The Los Angeles County West Vector Control District (the District) 1s an entity created
by State statute. As such, it is somewhat different than most of the boards and
committees that Council members are appointed to.

A review of the history and status of the current appointment has revealed the following

1ssues.
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Term of Appointment. The terms of appointment for a trustee of the
District are set by California Health and Safety Code Section 2024(a).
This Section provides that the appointing authority (i.e. the City Council)
determines whether or not the appointment is for a two or four year period.
Historically, the City Council has made two year appointments to the
District. However, when the most recent appointment was made in 2004,
the documentation is silent as to whether it is a two or four year term.
However, in October 2005, the City Council again took action on
numerous committees and boards. That action affirmed a two year
appointment of Councilman Mauno to the District. Since Councilman
Mauno was in the middle of a term, the action by the Council cannot be
construed as a new appointment, merely a confirmation of the existing
appointment. In view of the history of the City of Torrance of appointing
for two year terms and with the affirmation in October 2005 that
Councilman Mauno was in a two year term, the evidence indicates that it
was the manifest intent of the Council to appoint the former Councilman
to a two year term in 2004. Therefore, it is recommended that the Council
proceed on the basis of the former Councilman Mauno being in a two year
appointment.

11A



We have been informed by Robert Saviskas of the Los Angeles County
West Vector Control District that a 2004 two year term appointment
expires at the end of 2006. (Under the Statute, the old term expires and
the new term begins at noon on the first Monday in January.)

Irregularity of Appointment Process. Appointment to the District requires
Council action. Although the historical record is somewhat ambiguous, it
appears that the appointment was made by the Mayor with some degree of
acquiescence by the Council. Although it is possible to argue that the
appointment is void, it is the recommendation of the City Attorney that the
Council, without waiving this possible defect, assume the appointment to
have been made by the City Council. In the next round of appointments it
is recommended that the appointment of the individual to the Board of
Trustees of the West Vector Control District be recorded by vote of the
Council.

Alternate Delegate. In the past, the City has traditionally designated an
alternate for the District. The Statute that creates the District makes no
provision for an alternate. Therefore, the appointment of an alternate 1s
invalid. It is recommended that you discontinue the practice of appointing
an alternate to the District.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Council appoint a member to the Board of Trustees of the
West Vector Control District for a two year term to commence at noon on the First
Monday of January 2007 and that such vote be recorded by a vote of the City Council.
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Respectfully submitted,
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Ronald T. Pohl
Assistant City Attorney




