
FOR COUNCIL MEETING 

May 8,2012 

Honorable Mayor and Members 
of the City Council 

City Hall 
Torrance, California 

Members of the Council: 

SUBJECT:	 Community Services - Recognize Edith Stieglitz, Marcy Taguchi, and 
Hope Witkowsky as 2012 Older Americans Award Recipients. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommendation of the Commission on Aging and the Community Services Director 
that City Council recognize Edith Stieglitz, Marcy Taguchi, and Hope Witkowsky as 
2012 Older Americans Award recipients and present them with appropriately inscribed 
plaques. 

Funding 

Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

For over 33 years, the City of Torrance Commission on Aging has annually 
recommended from one to six senior citizens for recognition by City Council for their 
outstanding service to the community. 

At their meeting of March 13, 2012, the Commission chose Edith Stieglitz, Marcy 
Taguchi, and Hope Witkowsky to be recommended for recognition by City Council at 
their meeting on May 8, 2012. In addition, the Commission selected Hope Witkowsky to 
be recognized by the County of Los Angeles at its 47th Annual Older Americans 
Recognition Day Ceremony on May 30, 2012. Attachment A contains an excerpt from 
the March 13,2012 Commission meeting minutes. 

Edith Stieglitz has been a volunteer at the Torrance Focal Point on Aging for the past 12 
years, where each week she provides important resource information to older adults, 
their families, and caregivers. Edith also serves as a member of the Torrance Transit 
Ambassador program where she helps educate older adults on how easy it is to travel 
on City buses. In addition, Edith outreaches to older adults by representing both the 
Focal Point and Torrance Transit at various Health Fairs and special events throughout 
the year. She is also an active member of the Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT), a disaster preparedness program which includes training in areas such as fire 
safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations. 
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Marcy Taguchi has volunteered as a Transit Ambassador since the program's inception 
in 2007. During that time, she has assisted countless seniors traveling on Torrance 
Transit buses, working hard to make sure they are comfortable and providing them with 
important bus safety tips. In addition to accompanying seniors via Torrance Transit in 
the South Bay, she has helped a number of older adults travel to both Los Angeles 
International Airport and Union Station, which for many, can be quite intimidating. Of 
special note, Marcy proudly represented the Transit Ambassador Program at the All 
America City Finals in St. Louis, Missouri last year. 

Hope Witkowsky was elected to the Torrance City Council in 2000 and served a total of 
eight years, where she worked tirelessly to address the diverse needs and concerns of 
the community's residents. In addition, she is a Past President of the local AARP 
Chapter and the Northwest Torrance Homeowner Association, a past member of the 
Torrance Human Resources Commission, and served as a "Mentor" for students at 
North High School. Hope has also dedicated her efforts to improving the lives of older 
adults. Her achievements in this area include: the founding of the National 
Telemarketing Victims Call Center (NTVCC), a non-profit organization that recruits older 
adults to work with the FBI to notify seniors who have been victimized by fraud 
schemes; assisting a local disabled senior in getting his home completely remodeled so 
that he could remain living independently; and developing a Public Access Television 
show entitled, "Age is Just a Number", which led to her being selected as Producer/Host 
of CitiCABLE Channel 3's"Senior Scene". 

Edith Stieglitz, Marcy Taguchi, and Hope Witkowsky are dedicated, hard working 
individuals and are most deserving of the 2012 Older Americans Award, based on their 
many years of outstanding service to the community. 

Respectfully submitted, 

COMMISSION ON AGING 

,£~ ~wJ 
eilani Kimmel-Dagostin 

Chairperson 

f),v---~_./~ 

JOHN JONES 
CONCUR: COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR 

ICHARD BRUNETTE 
Recreation Services Manager 

NOTED:
 

Attachment: A) Commission on Aging Excerpt of Minutes dated March 13, 2012 
SW:gmb:Commission on Aging/2012/COUNCIL ITEM - 05-08-12 - OLDER AMERICANS AWARD 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Commission on Aging Excerpt of Minutes of Regular Meeting dated March 13,2012 

EXCERPT OF MINUTES -Y Minutes Approved 
B Minutes Subject to Approval 

March 13, 2012 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE TORRANCE COMMISSION ON AGING 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order on March 13, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. in the Hosler 
Conference Room at the Bartlett Senior Citizen Center. 

ROLL CALL/MOTIONS FOR EXCUSED ABSENCE 

Present: Commissioners Davis, Kraemer, Virobik, and Chairperson Kimmel-
Dagostino 

Absent: Commissioners Craft, Draper, Robelotto 

Staff: Senior Recreation Supervisor Wand 

MOTION: Commissioner Virobik moved to approve the excused absences of 
Commissioners Craft, Draper and Robelotto; motion was seconded by Commissioner Davis. 
The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. (Absent Commissioners Craft, Draper and 
Robelotto) 

OLDER AMERICANS RECOGNITION 

Former Commissioner Griffith stated that LACCOA recognition program was scheduled 
for May 30 at the Hall of Administration. 

There was a discussion of the candidates. 

Senior Recreation Supervisor Wand stated that there could be up to 7 candidates 
chosen for the City Council's recognition on May 8 and one candidate selected from that group 
for the County recognition on May 30. 

MOTION: Commissioner Kraemer moved and Commissioner Davis seconded; that all 3 
candidates: Marcy Taguchi, Edith Stieglitz and Hope Witkowsky be recognized by the City 
Council for an Older American Recognition award. The motion was passed by a unanimous roll 
call vote. (Absent Commissioners Craft, Draper and Robelotto) 

MOTION: Commissioner Kraemer moved and Commissioner Davis seconded, that Hope 
Witkowsky be recognized by the Los Angeles County for the Older American Recognition 
award. The motion was passed by a roll call vote. 

Ayes: Commissioners Davis, Kraemer, Chairperson Kimmel-Dagostino 
Noes: Commissioner Virobik 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Commissioners Craft, Draper and Robelotto 

Senior Recreation Supervisor Wand requested that Commissioner Virobik provide her 
with a short write-up describing Edith Stieglitz that the City Council could use when presenting 
her with the award. 

### 
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